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& CONFIDENTIAL:

loss
with a v

is reported that on Jamuary 26th, 1920, while on &
towards Philadelphia, laden with about 1,500,000 g
the vessel broke in halves in the Gulf Stream abou
Ga., during a north-east gele and short heavy sea.

r reported that on the above date the

hipped three sess in guick succession;

in other words the two ends came up, he
rew left the vessel she was seen to bresak
which is directly amidships.

Fore River Shipbuilding Company, Quiney, ligss., in
389,0 feet. Beam 54.7 feet. Moulded Depth 32.6"
for carrying fluid in bulk with nine {9) cargo

(13) W.T. Transverse Bulkheads.

Longitudinal centre line bulkhead extending from
peak bulkhead, frame 170.

ks and continuous expansion trunkway in way of cargo

200 tons on Summer draft of 9“'03" an

rom inforﬁation obtained by Captain Jeffeott from Log
on nine (9) previous voyages was, as follows:—
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25115
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263"
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266"

Ain average mean draft over the nine (9) voyages of 2638.1%", which gives
an overload on Summer draft (25'-03") of 1'1".

resuming the last three voyages were made under winter conditions,

average mean draft would be 96'—4d , which gives an overload on Winter draft
(24t~ “1’11\ of 1' 10".

We examined two (2) abstrascts of voyages, Matanzas to Philadelphia, November,
Draft leaving Matanzas being 24°' 9" forward 25' 3" aft; a mean draft of
shows an overload on Winter draft of 5‘“. Matanzas to Baltimore, leaving
anzas, January 2nd, 1920, draft 25°' 3" forward 25'7" aft, a mean draft of 25°5"
hich shows an overload of 10%”.

OF TANKS:

Measurements taken from top.
lLeaving Matanzas November 26th, 1919.

FORE PEAK:
Empty; capacity 217 tons.

NO.l TANK:

Hed 6,000 gallons Fuel Oil capacity of this tamk, 192,870.
Empty; capacity of this tank 247,270 gallons.

Molasses 14 feet from top of expansion trunke.

NO. 4 TANK;

Molasses 3°* from top of trunk.
NO. 5 TANK:
lMolasses 2° from top of
Molasses 3' from top of
NO. 7 TANK:

Molasses 5' O" from top of
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NO. 8 TANK;
Molasses 6' Q" from top of trunk.
NO. 9 TANK:
Empty, capacity of this tank 240,870 gallons.
CROSS BUNKER:
Empty, capacity 929 tons coal.
AFTER FPEAK:

About 6,000 gallons Fuel Oil; capacity 78 tons.

From the above it will be noted that the vessel was practically
empty at both ends, vizs, about 126 feet from aft and about 82 feet from stem;
alsoc that top of molasses in No. 3 tank is 14 feet below top of upper deck and
as expension trunk is 8' 6" high this makes cargo 5'6" slack in No. 3 tark.

The cargo being carried in the middle of the vessel covering a
length of gbout 180 feet.

We are of the opinion that the continuous overloading of the
vessel and the fact that the dead weight is all carried amidships and not dis-
tributed over the entire lemgth, is largely responsible for the bresking of the
vessel when the undue and very heavy strain occasioned by the seas, which are
said to have prevailed, came upon her.

We are further of the opinion that this vessel has too large &
beam for her length considering the cargo which she carries; molasses having
very small cubic for i1ts dead-weight, and that a vessel which is engaged con-
tinually carrying molasses should be so propar tioned that the weight is dis-
tributed more evenly throughout her length.

A sketch showing the distribution of weight in loeding this vessel
is annexed hereto.”

I might add that as this report was made for other parties I have
been asked to treat the matter as confidential for our technical guidance only.

I have not yet been able to obtain any very definite informetion
regarding the sister vessel "CUBADIST", but understend inguiries are still being
made. In this case of course, nothing has ever been seen of the vessel or her

crew since she was reported 1@st, and I hear that she was posted on’ja@ exchenge
here as a constructive total loss on the 22nd inst.

Yours faithfully,

Andrew Scott, Esq.,

Londone.
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