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May 24th 1909.
Messrs H..}.Comish & S.:T.P Thearle,
Messrs Lloyd's Register of British & Foreign Shipping,
71 Fenghurch Street,

London. E .
Dear Sirs, 5 %

I very much regret to find a note on the approved
midship section of this vessel saying that ceiling was to
be fitted undsr the hatchways only. I think you will agree
with me that, seeing the vessel is & 8elf-Trimming Collier
with very large hatches the fitting of celling was never
intended, as ceiling under the hatchways means to all intents 1 |
and purposes, ceiling all fore and aft, and my personal opinion is || |
that ceiling in a boat of this description is an abortion, as
the tark tops can be kept very much better without it.

As evidence of the fact that ceiling was never intended, we have
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fitted protection rings round the manholes to prevent the

grabs injuring the doors when discharging cargo, and if ceiling E,,__
had been intended these fittings would not have been required. F-1
Another point agpinst ceiling is that the wood perishes so

quickly and when the dampness off the coal gets between the ‘S'O’PT&
tank top and the ceiling it is more detrimental to the ironwork 0. .
than being left bare., I candidly confess that the note on %ﬁf
the midship section should never have been there when pansing 2 b
the section, and you will readily see the awkwardness of our

position. I shall feel exceedingly obliged if you will use your
influence with a view to having this point of ceiling dispensed

with settled, as the vessel goes on trial trip tomorrow morning
early.

Yours faithfully,
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