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INQUIRY OPENS AT DUBLIN.

WAS THE VESSEL TENDER?

THE MASTER'S “ALL UP”
DECLARATION.

IN the historically grim and forbidding Dublin Castle there began

yesterday an inquiry which marks an epoch in the history
of the Free State Government. Within little more than a month
of the foundering of the Cork Steam Packet Company’s new
steamer Lismore, Mr. G. Cussen opened the formal inquiry,
into what Mr. Swayne, K.C., for the Department of Industry
and Commerce, described as, ““ the appalling catastrophe, which
involved the loss of 18 men of the crew of 19 who were carried.”

It i. the first inquiry of the sort held, and it was apparent
that the procedure was largely based upon that adopted at Board
of Trade inquiries in England,

It was suggested that the Lismore was tender on account of
shallow draft, which was adopted because of the trading in
Wexford Harbour, for which she was designed, but in the

evidence there was considerable disparity on this point. ‘‘Some

little time before the Lismore went down,” said the sole survivor,
¢ efforts- were made by blowing the whistle to attract the atten-
tion of a vessel three-quarters of a mile away, but without

success.”
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