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With the speeches of counsel for the

interests concerned yester-

various

day, there closed the inquiry into
under which the

Cork

crrcuinstances

g City~of Steam

‘d coast on the night of July

|
this year. |
{
‘

day had been set apart for
arguments, and now all that 1'um:\in.>;
is for Mr. G. Cussen, the president|
of the Court, and the four nzmtical;
to consider the evidence!
i the light

1SS€5501°5,
of the speeclies based!
upon 1t |
a later date the judgment will be
1sstied
for the Steam Packet
the view that if a
inquiry were  the
what is as yet an
mystery, or if it would
recurrence of such a
tragedy, the time spent would have!
been weil employved, ;

Overend,
Co., expressed
ult = of " the
elucidation  of
unsolved

prevent a

(From Our Own Reporter.)
DUBLIN, Wednesday.

A DDRESSING the Court on the loss of

t Lismore, Mr. Overend, counsel
for the owners, said if they arrived at al
conclusion shich would elucidate what was |
still an unsolved mystery, and help to
prevent a- recurrence of such a tragedy,
the time spent on the inguiry would have
All the evidence
pointed to the fact that ~at the com-
mencement of the voyage the list was so
slight as, in the words of somo witnesses,
0 Dbe almost imperceptible. - The list,
said Carley, would be noticeable to a sailor,
but he would not say it would amount to|
a degree. At 12 20 a.m. there was af
heayy list, hut Carley did not notice any|
while in his bunk. If there had been a
serious list he must have noticed it. He
mly noticed the heavy list when he oot
ou the deck to watch.

been well employed,

THURSDAY SEPTE!]

Counsel submitted that the list had ine reased
e the gnarter of an hour that elapsed from
the time Carley was called till the tim

Slo o
hass au m -
on deck The f

whole matter was o rapid
Counsel believed Captain Sayle
awnxious about the vessel’
down; if g0, he

development

3 1R No way safety

would have
called all hands from below. TIn the traditions
1 eroantile Mavine there was not a single

of the captain or officer latiing men

below without giving g

\
betore it went

Warning of

PROBABLE CAUSE OF LOSS.
Pliere was not a particle of evidence that the
cargo had shifted; on the contrary, they had
15 that the cargo had not shifted up to a few
autes before the. disaster, 3

The vessel migh
ha struck & floating submerged wrockage,
but © he did not suggest the vessel
| sunken wreck

| water - in the

slruck - a
No evidence was given of the
hold, ~ The greater probability
wag the loss of the vessel was caused by access
of water, As to tho suggestion of improper
stowage he contended the ovidence of Mr
Perty as to the distribution and stowage was
correct 1n every material particular.

All ‘the witnesses with practical know ledge
had given evidence that the vessel was. a
splendid one. Would a man of Captain Say
experience. put to sea in a vessel of unsea-
worthy oondition? The vessel was not loaded
0" capacity, and only loaded 63 inches less
than the Plimsoll mark. The stability con-
ditions were such that the captain was Justified
in loading as was done. These conditions
supplied by the builders were not the extrome
limits of safety

2.8

She was a normal vessel, re-
puring no special loading or liandling.
Counsel suggested the loss wag caused by
waler through the hull from some unexplained
accident. * *As to nayigation, everyone spoke of
captain, officers, and crew as trustworthy, ‘care-
ful, and competent men. There was 1o SUgges- |
tion they did pot take every reasonable pro- |

caution, - Thero was no evidence that blame

! atbached to.the owners, captain, or orew.

“ CARELESS LOADING."

My, lT»rgdn, solicifor for the consignor of
cattle, alleged that there was evidence
ing the ship was loaded oarelessly and qu
If the Tord maclinery had been put in the
holds instead of on the poop and forecastle the
disaster would never have occurred. |

Mi. Costollo, for. the Ministry of Commerce,
said the Department looked upon the inquity
ag important. To a great extent the witnessas |
produced by the company were  interested
parties, either employes or others. Tt was the
business of the Department to sift the evidence
given by these companies, and it was proved
beyond  doubt that the vessel Lad a list on
leaving Cork, and that she hecled over six
hours afterwards. - They alse had it that the
vessel had never been constructed to carry
cargo on the poop and forecastle. There was
oargo in and above the exemptad spaces. - For
the first time cattle were carried in No, 2 hold.

When the court ‘found a number of 1mpro-
pricties, some of which he kad raentioned, and
when the vessel was found, from some un-
[explained veason, heeling over, they were bound
to assume that the cumulative ecffect of these |
malters showed thab there was impropriety in |
loading and handling. The evideuce given by
the stevedore was hiassed regarding the stow-
age. Having regard to the stability conditions
supplied by the builders the el was in
most  dangerous state when gshe left Cork,
having an appreciable list noticed by sailors;
and shoremen. A |

The Court passed a vote of condolence with |
the relatives
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