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MEMORANDUM.

DEPARTMENT OF NAVIGATION, SYDNEY,

g

-

.

24th_February, 1927, ‘

@4;6/_. Steam Collier 'Galava' foundering off Tuggerah Reef on the
} ¢

h February, 1927.
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of f Nsrah Head. - At break of day the land was distinctly visibile.
Fe regiched the shore at about 10 A.m. on the 9th instant neap

’ % b navigator., He was unable to say what distance the vessel passed
A N Poirl Upright.
\ o F

All log books and ships documents, together with the peréonal
effects of the whole of the Crew were lost with the ship.
\ ‘

John Montgomery Flak, Chief “ngineer
that he had served as “ngineer of that vess some yeers, He
WaE on board during the vessel's extensive L1 in Sydney and
jonslidered the work done to her was well and falihiully carrieg out ,
nd after completion he was of opinion that the vesse]
thoroughly seaworthy in every respect.,

'Galava'! stated

Wi g

T wna

was on duty at Catherine Hill bay

loading and before leaving, sounded the bilg

+

while the 'Galava! wa s

{ ©8 which were found to
e dry At 9.20 p.m. he got the stand-by order, 10 minutes after-
ards got the order slow ahead and

]

» i Subsequent full
shend. At about 12.45 a.m. on the instant a Fireman
: o

Dondero ran into the gineroom and inquired whether there was
mter in the engineroom bllges, he +d the vessel had a bad 11st
that it was getting worse. The Fireman t

peed

“nen went up the ladder
. he followed him and Spoke to the Mate who said he did not like
an l1ist she had. He inquired of the Mate whether he would slow
) down who replied, yes. He then returned to the enginercom and
he “ed her down and then called Mr,vampbell, the 2nd snglneer,
The 118t increased very rapldly and looking f rd he saw
er pouring over the bulwarks e got a - then found
mself in the water. the pler: about 2-
At 5 o'clock in ne et V&8 about a
e shore. he was by t} tu 'St.0laves!' at
8 .M,
1liam Can 1d “ngineer ile the
2 e w 8 loading at Catherine Hill b duty,and
i |Gﬂ1ﬂva! ¥ ntly awakened by the Chief &
o

out to

was subseq had a heavy 1list and he

el e out at °

that the ally clothed for ti ile d

ie got PéMticed two of the men deavouring at out. ie
ured a 1lifejacket and got over the rail on the starboard

1id into the water Just before the vesgsel
18 88w many steamers to the

n daylight broke he esti:

88nk. bDuri:
‘stward passing north and
L Ne was about 2-miles from

et
t e

goutiy. During the forenoon he was picked up by the tug 8%,
the gﬂg‘e's_e considered that the 'Galava' was staunch and sea

Worthy.
Qlaves.

“alntonio Dondero stated that he was a Filremen on the
1 v ™ was C&]_Wed at 11.4_ p.fnl- on the (,LII ii"ll‘; tant n, re ']_i\:jve
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bul?}ipm@n from midnight. He passed along from the f

‘1 4+ side and did not notice whether the decks we;
‘ggﬁﬁf ne

o'castle on

’'e wet or not.
up the ashes he went into the stokehold., U .0 that
‘he ship was upright. He carried out his ordinar; ties for
half an hour when he noticed the vessel had taken a list.

p out to the Chief Engineer and asked whether there wasg any
he bllges. Seeing the vessel listing more, he went into
~oom and looked at the bilges and found them dry. He did
' vessel touch anything. On calling the attention of the

Lo the increasing list, he followed that Officer on
'8 there, his mate called him to help clear the
(Lt almost c¢clear when the 'Galava' rolled over,and
than two minutes from the time he came up from

p vessel had not;at any time during the pa
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1ifejacket and saw the Mate and two Firemen trylng to get the boat
out. He just had time to throw the lifejacket over his head when
the 'Galava' went over and he dived off the keel. When daylight
broke he swam ashore with Antonlo Londero. Hie saw the 'Duckenfield’

and fully expected to be picked up by that vessel.

Mp, T.J.Skidmore, ®nginegr surveyor, Department of
Navigation, Mr. Cartwright, bngineer Surveyor for Lloyds
and Mr. Oswald, Superintendent Lngineer for the aAdelalde 5.5. Co.
were examined as to the supervision which had been exerclsed 1n
the carrying out of the survey for the re-classification of the
‘oalave' during the months of Yecember and January. A detalled
118t of ths work carried out during such survey 18 attached. kach
Surveyor testified that the vessel s 1in a sound and seaworthy
condition @md fit for the gervice -required of her.

From the evidence I find as follows:-

L i L B oy o

screw steam collier 'Galava' officinl No. 70362
e 413 Gross 163 “et owned by Yones Bros.

‘harles Fearson, Haster, left Catherlne hHill

1. The steel
Recds

Ivdneyv
o JOICY »
‘ t

Bay at 9,40 p.m. on the 8th Febryany” l&&,V on & voyage Lo
Svdney, When she sudden ly took &*heavy 1list to pori, C&ps3 ized
and founder in an aporoximate position 4-miles south of

&1 A o’ -
Tagecerah reef resulting in the de&tn DY drowning ol seven
¥ 1

members of the crew of 12, =~ Names and ratings &re attached.

2 o ihe ves ael wag we 11 efficient J.;,‘ manned and in
seaworthy condition when she left Lather ine H11l Bay Jetty,
Her draft was 10' f d 12'4" aft with a freeboard of

gtatutory freeboard which was

D natve overhaul the 'Gale ' received Lloyds re-
Lion upeo’._:u’ survey w=econd No.z on 1he lst February

4, ‘“Ynhe night was dark but clear, the wind bein ';Vj‘z‘u‘m 2. to BE.
fresh breeze, Wwith a moderate southerly ‘ ‘he course
8. A meg . WAS shaped vhen “abung distant about
13 miles.

5. ‘There is no evidence to show the cause of the vessel founder-
ing, ut 17 the statements are correct that the seaworthiness
::V e ship was unimpa ired at mldnight on the 8th instant, btht
there 18 a strong susplclon that the ship must have struck
gome g\j}“;m‘)‘f‘;"e(i o\""e('}!, which holed her below the waterline on
the port side ~ermitting the 1ingress of a volume of water

~d resulting in the vessel foundering.
& etted that the Master and others on board the

‘/.._113" , unable to observe any of the crew of the
+he water, but in jJustice to Captain

1€ )
h ~w 1t must be stated that they had no
Aeipate that 'i;‘,u'?,;’"&'r';_ of L disastrous nature
ed.

i pecommend that a Court of Marine Inqulry be moved
to inquire further into the circumstances surrounding the loss of

the 'Galava' and that & CcOpy of the evidence together with my

finding be forwarded to the Crown 2olicitor for the necessary

action.
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