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This is to Certifpy char

I, BED WA i 32217 . . .
the unders1gﬂ€&ir§1rveyor to this Soc1ety did at the request of

Messrs. Sandilsnds Buttery & Co., Lloyd's Agents, Penang, and with

the consent nf the Owner's Agent, on the 3rd April 1938 and

subsequent dates, visit the K. V. "TONGKING" (No. in Reg. Book

35092) for the purpose of ascerteining what steps could be taken

to minimise the demege by fire to ship and cargo. The vessel was

then anchored on the edge of the Penang North Chennel sbout 7 miles

north of the Port.

2. The deteils of the outbresk of the fire sre stated to be

as follows :-

3, The "TONGKING" sailed from Penang aboul 10 a.m. on Saturday

the 2nd instent, bound for Colombo with a cargo almost entirely

composed of rice, copra cekes and copra, the distribution of this

cargo being generally:-

Rice end copra cekes in the lower holds.

Copre in the between decks.

About 500 tons of coprea on deck over Nos.2,3,4 & 5 holds.

L. About . hours after leaving Peneng, the copra on the after
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deck was found to be on fire and, as all efforts by the crew
to stop the spread of the fire by hoses failed, the vessel put

back towserds Penang & wirelessed for assistance. The telemotor
gear failed due to the fire and the vessel was then steered with
the engines until the engine room beceme untenable when the

anchor was dropped. When the Penang Harbour Board tug "CONDOR"

& the S5.8. Government launch "SEAGULL" arrived on the scene,

passengers & crew were transferred to these vessels, the cable
was unshackled and the "TONGKING" was towed towards Penang
under the direction of the Harbour Vaster Peneng, only the
Master being left on bosrd. After towing for about 7 miles,
the vessel took a sudden sheer and the cable had to be cut to
save the tug. The other anchor wss then dropped, after which
the laster had to leave the ship owing to the heat end smoke.
The vessel was now sbout 7 miles north of Penang in about

37 ft. of water at high tide, the draft being approximstely

27 ft. for'd and 28 ft. aft.

5. Sunday 3rd April. I wes requested at noon to inspect

the vessel and arrived at about 2.30 P.m. - 24 hours after the
fire was first discovered.

It was found that the copra on deck was burning furiously
and the tops of the stacks, about I5 ft. high in plsces, could
be seen through the flames. Flemes were issuing from No.I hatch,
the hatch covers being burned away, while smoke was issuing

from all hold ventilators and flemes from several. It was
evident that the fire extended fore and aft below deck as well

&S above, with a break at the engine room which had spparently

already burned out. It was impotuihle to get Qg)bégfazai:kven
alongside the vessel.
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weter would have been required to extinguish it. Noreover hoses gﬁ&f
could not be directed into Nos.2, 3, 4 & 5 holds owing to the | %;ﬁii
pburning copra OVer them. The only useful creft available ;;::i
locelly was the Penang Harbour Board tug "CONDOR" (pumping [ Lighe
capacity estimated at about 250 tons per hour) while it would s for t}
_have teken elmost 2 days before tugs from Singapore could errive T
on the scene. These would have errived too late in my estimation '® ;;:;
to be of sny service. Sinking the ship wes considered but the v%ﬁ%?
sterboerd side could not be approeched, while if approach had L
been found possible on the port side and holes cut, thers | ‘F =
appeared to be & denger of the ship turning over. In any case
I did not consider this Laviashla sinne i3 Would have meant ' i | RS
gdditionsl démage to the cargo while,ss far &s could be judged, j: ......
the ship sppeered likely to be & constructive totasl loss in E ............
any cese. E::
I recommend?hovever thet pumping be tried with & view to :::
cooling down the fore part sufficiently to get on board there. ;;;
It wes hoped also thet pumping would submerge the ship ft o
sufficiently to protect the sidesfrom overheating & leskage. ;:
The tug "CONDOR" arrived on the scene sbout 9 p.m. in @m
charge of Captein Evens of the P.H.B. sccompenied by Captein t:

Berg of the "TONGKING". Pumping was continued for sbout I6 hours. L

6. londay Ath April. I srrived at the "TONGKING" about R L
2,30 p.m. and found that pumping had just been stopped on sccount i1l K»

of the vessel having assumed a port list of about o5, le s
On examining conmditions, I recommended that the tug be withdrawn
fective on the ? ?

n the mesntime, since the water had proved inef

urning copra which exuded large quantities OfQEjIEDZSﬁ;? ther

umping would only result in demége to the rice cargo which did . 1.

not appear o be burning. It hed been possible MIGH (e R'eglster
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snd by use of the hoses to wash all the burning copra on deck gugg
into the sea, after which the hoses could be directied into the %;ﬁi
starboard between decks. m;::
It was hoped that when the copra had nearly burned out, ?£22

it could be demped down and that the rice could be salved, g

though a considereble amount of it must be a demaged condition il

due to water and the oil from the burning copra which must have

percolated down through it. The vessel was still afloat fore ttac

and aft.
7. Tuesday 5th April. I visited the vessel at low water

(about 8.30 p.m.) slong with Mr. Anderson of Messrs. Ritchie

& Bisset, Engineers & Ship Surveyors, Singapore. It had been
reported that the draft had incressed aft. It was found |
possible to board the vessel on the port quarter. Water had

gained access to the crew's quarters below deck aft through e

3 open port holes on the port side. The poris & deadlights f;;
were found to be unserviceable due to the fire, so the 6 port ;;:
holes were blanked off port & starbosrd and the crew space left ;w%
practically dry. Evidently the waler which had entered had ; Wie
leaked away through the bulkhead. The after end wes now :::;
spparently resting on the bottom at low waler while the fore 2ﬁi
end was afloat. The port list was now only about 59, i:;

The copra in No.6 upper between decks could be seen to be well nehors,
\bles (¢

burned out, burning copra in the lower between decks being still |, m
by B

up to the top of the hatch. Smoke was issuing from No.5 double  iwsr

indipg

bottom vent pipes. The ship's side above water starboard was
red hot in several places pesrticularly No.I & 5 beiween decks g§ﬁ
and the space slongside the engine r@elfcaségy-’?zgépQEfes ;§§
showing as dark lines through the red hot pletes. The vessel

had gone down by the head about 2 fi. and hLﬂf:Q¢£§a§eE&ﬁQgJIStfa?g“
‘ l:C)LJFWCXéﬁt?GBFﬁd i
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sugpected fore & aft. ;%Fi%

8, Wednesday 6th April. I again visited the vessel on the .f*:”]é
6th instent about 3.30 p.m. (nearing high water). Before P
leaving Penang at 2 p.m., I observed smoke still pouring out il
of the vessel. About 2.30 p.m. the smoke had stopped and, s |
on arriving at the scene, the vessel was found to be resting

on the bottom fore & aft practically on an even keel, the after
deck being awash, while the fore deck at Nos.I & 2 hatches at
was above water. The fire was now extinguished except in £
Nos.I & 2 between decks where it still smouldered slightly,. @ &
Fuel oil wes pouring out of the goose neck vents of Nos.L,5 & 6

double boitoms and spreading over the ses. From this it would
appesr that either the tank tops had collespsed or that the
bottom was leeking. though other causes sre possible. Lo

9. Thursdey 7th April. The Deputy Herbour ksster who

visited the vessel on this day reported that the fuel oil bl
over the after deck was alight and the stern enveloped in e
flames. No useful purpose could be served by my visiting

thegon this day.

10. Sundey IOth April. I visited the vessel sbout 3.30 P. I |
&t low water along with Captein Gabe who had srrived from | e
Denmark to represent the Hull and Cargo Underwriters.

The fire was then completely extinguished and the vessel

could be boarded. It was found that the decks were very
badly buckled being set down about 3 feet in the centre
in way of Nos.I & 2 hatches. The after deck was still awash.

~ The engine room was flooded and nothing could be seen there.

II. As & result of my last visit, I consider the ?i ..... %

vessel were to be restored it would be necessary to rebuild F
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undoubtedly be necessary to the hull below the waterline.

'n addition the machinery must be so badly damaged by fire
d flooding of the engine room that it would require extensive

newals & repairs. A complete exemination cannot of course

mede under present conditions, but from inspection of the
pge which can be seen, I am definitely of the opinion that
estoration of the vessel could not be economically carried out.li =

I2. I do not recommend that repairs be undertsken. I f

5d. E. Wati.

Ags Surveyor to Lloyd's Register, -
Penang.

EE: Dollars Three hundred ($300/-) only.
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