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BOARD OF TRADE INQUIRY.

SEVERITY OF THE GALE

‘e
[From Ouve Owx CORRESPONDENT. |
MIDDLESBROUGH, Tuesday.
['HE Board of Trade inquiry .into the
loss of the steamer John Harrison
opeuned at Middleshrough to-day.

Mr. Griffith Jones, the stipendiary magistrate,
presided, and had'as ‘assescors Captlain P. W.
Tait, Leith, and Captain Owen Jones, Amlwch
Pori, North Wales (Admiralty assessors), and
Mr. F. H. Alezander, of Newcastle. Mr. J.
Burton appeared for the Board of Trade, while
Mr. Corhyn, of Middieton and Co., represented
the Furness Shipbuilding Co., Mr. Muir, of
Newcastle, the Harrison Shipping Co., Lid.,
London, and Captain ¥. V, Hugo the Imperial
Merchant Service

At the outse I n mentioned that the
Jolin Harrison wae similar in many respects to
the steamer Har the logss of which formed
the subject of an inquiry a few months ago.
The John Harrisc rmleu up with 228 tons of

den Dock e, on December 25th,
of two firemen. did no; leave
midnight on'{he 26th. She
vanteen Nands. From iil(lF

the Piers she was never

vashed ashore af

undamaged life-

lifebuoy bearing the name ‘ Johln

vell north of Heligoland

ame latitude as

details, Mr. Burton

vessel was a self-trimmer and the

vad,  in fact, not trimmed on this

occasion. There was evidence that she was not

overloaded

man and nan who did not sail

he voyage would be called to say that

they left on Dec »~1. r 23rd and on the 26th

was an accumu mun of ~ ashes in’ the

old  which awaited . removal - when the

ship got to sed something prevented théir

disposal it *was quite possible that their

presenice would impede stoking and prevent a
full Liead ‘_-f steam being kept on.

SEVERITY OF GALE.
Depositions had also been taken from t
masters of eight other yessels which left North-
| east ports on the same day, bubt some hou
later than the Johu Hartison.  All met with
| an r-’.m*pt'm'alw heavy gale from the south-
| west at (1 npx close fo the shore. It was so
bad that two ships took ghelter in the Humber,

.Mm Harrisonn would meet this gale in
North Sea on the way to Amsterdam.

The master of the Vale of Pickering, a ship

t by the satne firm ¢ imilar lines to the

| John Harrison, would say that on January 2nd,

while "loaded -and outward bound off Beachy

Head he met a southi-westerly gale, and though

the ship was hove to slie took two heavy seasi

her bows. The after (\nd nf \"u 1 h:urh

vith the result that H.o \m.w:l ﬁomk i

ge amount of water; her decks were awash,
but she managed to make the lec of Dungenes

and later proceeded to Dover for temporaty

repairs, ¢ i
The conrt wowld be asked to say swhether t

hatchways were p rly covered, gsecured and
}l'l‘l.'lf"'\('k ’ ana ‘\" ertier (!‘(‘ "ll['g‘o was secure

f hifting

|

WEDNESBAY = MA°

THE SELF-TRIMMING PRINCIPLE.

Mr. W. T. Butterwick, a naval arcliiteci. of
the Furness Shipbuilding Co., gave details of
the ship’s ¢onstruction. The solf#rimn:ing‘
principle was making the hatches as large as|
possible so that <lvv u»-l could be teemed mm‘
them without much trimming., The hatches !}
were covered wu‘ three-inch boards and the!
tarpaulins of the best material. The fore|
Latch was strengthened with locking bars. Five
vessels of a similar type. differing only in
detail, had been built by his firm.

Examined by Mgz, Muir, witness said the
securing was: a least as strong ‘as those sug-
gested by the € ourt of Inquiry into the loss of
rlu- Hartley, e ship was double hottomed,
but in three places thie wells were sunk in the
uppor skin.

He agreed that shiculd the ship strike a'
sunken wreck at one of these places a great
deal of water would enter.

Have you ever heard of a ship's hatchcovers
blowing off throngh ship panting ! asked Capt.
Tait, who on receiviug & negafive angwer, re-
marked, ¢ It happens through building elasiic
ships. It never troubled us when ships were
built of iron and steel in the old-fashioned
way.'!

Mr. Harold Harrison, the company’s owner-
manager, stated that in a letter the master had
expressed the opinion that the ship had net
sufficient power when there was a wind on her
beam, she made leeway and lost headway.

The inquiry was adjourned nntil to-morrow.

M.P.’S QUE \TIOV
THE EVIDENCE AS REGARDS SEA-
WORTHINESS.

In the House of Commons, yesterday, Liout.- |
Com. Kenworthy asked the President of the
Board of Trade whether at the inquiry into the |
loss of the steamer John Hayrison h wonld
consider the advisal of calling as wit-|

| nesses persons whose appointments "'(»u.d not

be jeopardised as the resulf of the evidence

{ they might fender; and whether his Depart-

ment had received information from the Mer-i
cantile Marine Service’ Association that con-
siderable doubt as to the seaworthiness of these
vessels existed amongst men who had sailed in

them.

Sir  Philip Cunliffe-Li —The limitation

1 . . .
| which the suggestion would impose on the econ-

I'duct of wreck inquiries might be embarrassing,

and could not, I think, be accepted, but there
is no reasom 50 far as the Board of Trade ave
aware to sUppose th’ question of jeopar-
dising appointme i 1 fact arise in com-
nection with the present csge. A commrunis
cation has been received from the association
nnm, 1 about the seaworthiness of the par-
“(‘1 Eé
¢ - Kenworthy pointed out that the

.!ppru’v :d to - have misunderstood his
question and said he wanfed to now whether
he would consider - thie possibility of calli
other witnesses other than those whose 1-&0-
fessional duties might be jeopardised.

§ir P. Cunliffe-Lister said he had rather
misunderstood the hoy. and gallant member's
question, It was a commen practice he|
thought to call all evidenee which could be |
relevant not only o a particular case, but as|

garded the general aspects-of it. He would !

see what evidence was available in

1
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1




