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PORT *ELLIOT

Y INTO STRANDING

CONDITIONS ON
LAND

SITOR EXPERIENCES
EWARD CURRENT

yetween Horoera Point and
Point, on the East Coast
Island, on January 12,
sterday.
consisted of Mr. W. G.
[. (president) and Captain
late superintendent of
_ flarine, and Captain W. J.
y df the Blackball Coal

Bers of the steamer (the

Officer’'s Evidence.

§ Wenlock, third officer of
t, and holder of a second
jcate, stated that at
B January 12 the ocourse
ger was changed to the
11.41 p.m, she struck.
the log showed 124
len she struclk 150 miles.
the time he commenced
§as dull
s watch he saw no land
tely before the boat
apprentice (Webb) told
eemed a bit dark—like
time, and witness sent
n ab once. The land
‘on the starboard side.

rd bow. He thought
st Cape light, as did
was not too sure, and

{ more than three-quar-

ere satisfied it was the

and overcast.

The disappearance ; -been on deep-water |

tiiae, 10 p.m., witness went off.

_out, said the weat

of the light might have been caused
by a squall or by smoke, whith often
occurred. The captain was on the
bridge several times during witness’s
watch.
To Mr.

‘Watson: The visibility on

| the sea was good, but the land was

obscured. When they took to the
boats the chief officer pointed out a
bush fire on the land. They had run
sufficient mileages to make witness
believe the ligcht they saw was the
East Cape light. When the appren-
tice called his attention to a black
loom on the starboard beam he could
not make certain what it was, but
thought it might be the land three
miles away. At that time he thought
the ship was absolutely safe, but con-
sidered it prudent to send for the
«waptain, The-latter’s oxder ‘‘full speed
astern’”’ was given before thle vessel
struck, but she took the ground al-

| most immediately after the order was

ness’s first voyage gs third officer.
Ho had nothing to do with laying
down the course.

To Mr. Prendeville: The coastline
where the ship was wrecked was high.
They were doing 13 knots during his
watch. &

fGeorce T.. Webhb, apprentice on
the Port Elliot, who was on duty on
the night of January 12, corroborated
the last witness about the weather
conditions. He was told to look for
a flashing light every. ten seconds be-

counted four flashes at ten seconds
intervals, and then lost the light, but
called the third officer’s attention to
it before he lost it. About fifteen
minutes afterwards he saw a fixed
licht which he found by the side-
licht to be that of a ship. Just be-
fore 11 p.m. he saw the East Cape
light again, and counted three or
four flashes. Next. thing he saw was
what he surmised to be land on the
starboard beam.

To Sir John Findlay: As an ap-
proximate distanee he could say that’
the passing stehmer seemed about,
two miles inside their course. =i ¥

To Mr. Watson: He am&hmﬂéd.ﬂjﬂ;
the disappearance of the lig ¢
count of the foo. Tt was @&
licht.  Both thls third officer

There was no change made up to the

W. Harrison, an A.B, said he
took over from the last witness when
the course was S. 74 vcast. At 10.5
p.m. the course was nltered to S. 70

er two vears.
who was Jook-

R. Wilson, an
Sandd

Al

e Aﬁ

3 Y IEL / Fanry

Gvercast.  He saw lights about 10.30
pa. and at 11 o’clock about four
Emlts to starboard, which appearad to
e from a vessel about three mniles off.
The last time they saw lights they were
lilke shore lights a long way oft. He
saw no land until just after the crash
came.

To Sir John Findlay: The last was a
flashing light. There were three or
four flashes.

‘A. L. Traill, fifth engineer, said he
was on duty on the night of the acci-
dent. He had no special crder, but
just before the vessel struck he was
signalled ‘‘full speed astern.”

John Dunning, chief engineer, said
he was on his way to the engine-room
when the vessel struck. The signals
recorded were: 11.40 p.m., full-speed
asbern; 11.51, ‘‘stop’; 11.54, “full-
speed astern; 12.1, ‘“‘slop’’; 12.6, full-
speed astern; 12.7, ‘‘stop.’’ After the
vessel struck the engines were out of

given action. There was %ftﬁ clf wa%e;oin the
p . o 3 : - ngine-room and stokehale at 3.30 a. m
y into the stranding of the To. Mr. Kirkcaldie: It was wit- 5'1111% vessel was helpless, as far as her

own pbwer was concerned, after the
first few minutes.

R. Furneaux, wireless operator,
stated that during his watch on the
night of January 12, he received in-
structicns to send a message to the
company at Auckland that the ship
was ashore at East Cape, «nd another
to Wellington. No 8.0.S. was sent

out.

R. E. Steele, chief officer, said the
steamer averaged 12} knots practicaily
all the way from Auckland. The

¢h and Dominion ;Line), |tween 9.30 and 10 p.m. At about | | weather was dull and overcast, with a
ndlay, K.C., the master | [10.30 p.m. he thought he saw the slight sea. After the vessel »truck
)'. Fishwick), and Mr, E. | | licht \wnd replorted it about three | I'he ndticed the weather was misty |
lie, the first and third points -on the starboard bow. He ashore.

To Sir John Findlay: Me had heen |
lcoking for White Island during his
i watch, but bad not seen it &t 8 p.m.,
when they were about 40 miles jrom
the scene of the wreck. Witness had
been 18 years at sea, and in New Zea-
land waters since 1913.

Captain A. West, agent for the own-
ers of the Port Elliot, stated that he
arrived on the Port Vietor within three
miles of the wreck at 5.25 p.m. on the
13th and took the ecrew of the Port
Elliat on board. The weather was
clear, with light squalls ¢t intervals.
On the trip to the wreck, the Port
Victor was set back between Portland
Island and the East Capo by the cur-
rent, which delayed the bvat an hour
and a half. They were about three
miles off the wreck, and an officer

ing the fifteen days he was at the
wreck. Bush fires were smouldering
on the hills during that tinie. There
was no reference in the Nautical Al-
manac or any Government publications
to any set of the current at the locality

efore Captaiu

oint of land immediately | | witness used nioht-glasses to try( was told to watch the bearings in order is
ip struck.” There was | |pick un the light. | to see whether the ship showed a set

ate swell. The master To Mr. Kirkesldie: When he figst | | to the land. After the Port Victor had !

ridge before the vessel | | saw the loom ower the dand he took | | been stopped about half an hour it was i

it to be a fog-bank or a squall, It| | found thut she was one mile closer to i

Findlay: He had been | | was the third officer s&‘b first be- | | the land. To kaep the Port Victor off be

sca, and had made .a | [lieved it to_he land. . the heach, her engines had to be kept ks
he East Coast before. Thomas White, quartermaster, said | i at “‘slow” while they were taking the

. thé apprentice with | [ he was at the helm on :lie might of | | OTOW aboard. Right through the sum- i

o called his attention | | January 12. At 9 p.m. the third officer | | mer there liad' been haze and fog over i

t about three points | | made an alteration in ~he course. the land, end this was noticeable dur- b

£, east. Tt was alterdd afterwards to | ; referred to. : {

v‘l’)ﬁﬁ%reitshga:h:\éclgvefg; S, 59, cast. The weatlier! was gvercast On the request of Mr. Prenderville, Y

th. Fast Cape Lght | When ho went on but not so on | | the inquiry was adjourned until Tuesday. ‘

e B e, 3 next, to enable the captain of the Ara- i
| " “Tg Sir John. i : Witnass had | Rk
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