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SRR e S

EDWARD D. SFRINGER,

Punpman on the steauer CHUKY, haviog been first duly sworn

tegtified as follows:

INSPECTOR KENNEDY: Wnat ie your name?
A. Téward D. Springer.

£

ﬁhs.t ig your home address?
2416 Reed Street, Erie, Pa.

we hiave been requested by tie Local Inspectors
. obtain a statement from puwipinai,
wer CHUKY, passenger on the PRESIDENT PIERCE arri¥ing at
that was yesterday. #11l you kindly make & statement
ading up to the loss and following eccurrences
ghip broke in two an oiler by the name
the Captain to get some cigareties from
sin received a wireless '
g1 qurafifitvasfrem o
ort stating that there was &
irection and the Uaptain told
e did. We zot
te so bad but
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a11 tried to launch s lifeboat, the one on the sterboard side some
wad cat the falls so we made for the port lifeboat, and by the

of a steam winch

ter we o
down., We cruis
I can judge aroun
ow sbout it.

Wy idee is that

At that time it
The forward end

~ the vessel or

xﬂ, s.lro‘,’f s

, where men power failed to pull the davits out,

sicceeded in swinging the boat out with the steam winch. A few minutes
11 juwuped into the lifeboat and stayed by the ship until she

ed all that day end night anﬁaths next morning as near
d noon, we were picked up the fisherman's Doat. That is all

¥y were the starboard beat falls cut , do you kmw!

someone of the boys got excited, Decouse usually

most shipe teke from ome to two or three minutes to sink, and she
was slready half wey down then and somebody in the coummotion cut the
falls. When the falls were cut the boat slipped down on the deck and
smashed the bow, it went up against the reiling. .

Tell it wasn't due to the falls being too big for the block or due

to faulty equipment? -

Mo, it was Gue to some of the boys that got excited and cub the
24115 when they didn't think they had time to lmunch the boat.

And the ship had a heavy list?

was way down 25 degrees and still going down.
of the after half was submerged =nd it was cut during the

time of the fire and smoke. I was inside of the lifeboat wyself and
1 had a :a’gamund my mouth end nose to keep from smothering.

;0.use the stean winch to heave out the davit on the port

s that on account of the davit being froze?!

fo it wae free, but the ship had such a degree that we had to

swing the lifeboat out and pull the davit astern, which was up grade
and man power couldn't pull, it. '

Was there am explosion or just a firep
Really I couldn't say, but wy idea is taere wasn't.

sior a emﬁhmg of stesll
T s battering on the ship, there was a rumbling
ve if there was an explosion on her I don't think
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