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In reply refer to File L572.

Office of the
U. 8. Local Inspectors
- Beattle, Wash. '

March 13, 1928

INVESTIGATION OF 1088 OF STEAMSHIP CHUKY
6920 GROSS TONS, OFF THE COAST O!‘ JALAT
ON FEERUARY 15, 1928 at 7:45 A. M.
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Bepoirteﬁ by Lydia Knsak

@EORUT ROBINS, Boatswain on the 8. S. CHUKY, being first duly sworn,
testified as follows: .

? ISFECTOR AMES;

Your name and address?
Georze Robins, 89 Broadway, San Francisco, Califernia.
What was your position on board the GE‘GKY?
Boatswain.
How long have you been going to sea in the deck department?y
About 15 years.
_How long heve you been boatswain on the CHUKY?
This was my first trip, January 18th to February 15th.
What wes the date of thls disaster?
Morning of February 15, 1928, T:k5.
Where was the vessel bouud from snd to?
$rom San Pedro, California, to Tsurmi, J&;@an.
What was the ahip loaded with? °
Crude oil. . ~
When the vesgsel left San Pedro was she fully manned?
 Yes, sir, full crew and officers.
Ae far os you know were they all, including the officers, camg:etenﬂ
Yes, sir, all competent. .
Was the ship in good seawortiy condition at the time she left?
Yes, sir.
Was the life-saving and fire-fighting equipment in first ulasa shapst
Yes, sir, everything complete and in its place. .
Were all cergo tanks filled?
Yes,sir, all were 011,
, kmw of my ‘.:m}u ‘ming m a 3.&&@ cm&s&&ian!
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On which side did you notice this leakagel

On both sides.

#as that leakage outside of the vessel?

Tnder the water line.

Would thet indicete by the oil coming to the surface.

Yes, sir.

Do ;’rou know if anyone was employed in the pump room shortly before

or at the time of the accident?

The pumpmen had not been down in the pump room for the past 3 or i
days previous to the accident. The reason was this: For the pumpuman
to go down in the pump room he had to go down the main deck; she was
taking the big seas, and for fear that the puap room would fill up with
water, he did not go down there.

In other words the entrance to the pwmp room was closed for 3 or 4 days
vefore the accident for the above mentioned reason, is that rigat.
Yes, sir.

Describe the weatner for 3 Or Y days before the accident.

After riding through ome typhoon the weather gradually moderated and
then on the morning of the 14th we had fairly good weather; then about
11 o'clock in the morning she started blowing, the wind increasing
until it was blowing & hurricane at sbout 2 o'clock in the afternocon.
Some tiume 6.urin§ the night Captain Herne hove the ship to and in the
moraing, I don't know exactly the time, hie decided to get back to its
course. The wind moderated slightly but the sea was about the saue.
At 7 o'clock in the morning of the 15th I went wp on the bridze to get
my orders for the day, went aft to get my breskfast and wait until 8
otelock. About 7:45 I should judge, I heard and felt a shock as if
the sea hit & ship aad stopped her sudden. I rushed on deck and the

first thing I saw the midship deck including the fore and aft bridge

subierged and oil was on the water and a few seconds later the oil

caught fire. The oil gradually spread around the ship and the flames

o

also. At that time the first thing to do was try to leuach a boat so
all hands rushed on the beat deck. . The fellows were very excited and
some of the fellows, I don't lmow who they were, started cutting up

the boat falls and everything which had kept the boats in thelr places.
They cut 2 pets of falls on the starboard side and one set of falls on
the port side. I noticed officers on the bridge trying to launch the
port work boat but as it looked the stern of the port boat was
blown off entirely by the explosion end an old-fashioned davit bad tme
guys leading on the wain deck so in order to swing a boat over the side
you have to let go the guys which was fast on the wein deck. The main
deck wes sabmerged at the time and burming oil on the surface. Then

I noticed officers rushing to the starboard work boat but at that time
flames got unusually high and I suppose they could not stand the heat
of the flauwes snd rushed up on thedlying bridge, some of them. At that
time the ship broke in two and the bridge went down uatil odly the

- flying Bridse was sbove the surface.

Where did the ship breei in twol : o
Just abaft of the midship house. Some of the fellaw t washed over

the side. I noticed the third mate swimnij
0il surrounded him and that is the last I s
after it went down took the lives of 9 men.




completely surrounded the ship ge it was no use of launching the boats
or heaving them over the side. 1 noticed very excited faces about me
ond some of the fellows, I cannot place them who they were, Jumped over
he gide. Gradually the force of the wind blew the burning oil to the
lee side., Then was the tiwe to launch our life boats, either port or
starboard side, but the boast falls were cut so we could not swing them
over the side. I called several fellows to get in the starboard boat
caying that if the ship goes down we might have & chance, one in & million,
to get clear of the ship. Just about that tiwe the ship suddenly weant
iown more or rather the after ovart of the ship, what was left of it.

Tue fore vart of the ship swang rigat around until it faced

us, the bow faced the stern, about 25-30 feet apart. The stern being
aigh above the water drifted faster than the bow until it was about o
nalf mile apart. After I called the fellows to get in the lifeboat, one
fellow got in with me while the rest of the fellows hung over the side
expecting to jwap over the side when the ship started to zo down. All
of a sudden the lifeboat started sliding from the boat deck and fell on
to the deck below § We got out of that boat in a hurry. The ship had
listed to about 45 angle at that time. Going aft I looked down the
fiddley and I noticed that there was hardly any water in the fire room,
<o I told the fellows that we wight stay up for guite awhile, and I
called the fellows to give me 2 hand to ewing the port boat over the
side. The port boat slid down from its cradle until it jamued iteelf

in between the veatilator and the railing. I got a handy billy and
called for help and told the fellows to give.me a hand. Some of the
gailors helved; after more swesring I finally got a few more fellows to
help me, and in order to swing her over the side we did not have enough
power, we started using the after winch, we still had the stean on.

NOTE: 'The description so far as it has gone appertained to the after
end of the vessel where the boilers and machinery were located.

After much strugzle we finally wanaged to swing the lifeboat over the
side. We decided to wait as long as we could because the lifeboat was on the
weather side of the ship and the sess were running pretty high.

Pinally we know there was no use waiting aay longer and we decided to
take & chance of launchisg the boat, We launched ser. There was no
accident in lsuaching the boat. We got away from the ship. There were
21 in the lifeboat. The weather was too rough for sailing so we heaved
a sea anchor over the side. It was & wooden lifeboat. The oil es-
caping from the fore part of the sfter half of the ship naturally moder-
ated the seas a little. In this manner we hove to all night, of course
bailing the lifeboat continually. In the morning we set a sall and I
shaped the course W x N. Our epproximate position at thattime was

36 N 147 §. After sailing for a little while we saw a sall in the dis-
tance. That was about 11 o'clock of the 16th. We left the ship about
9:30 a. m. on the 15th and sighted 2 sail about 1l o'clock of the next
day on the 16th and were picked up about noon. It was & Japenése fishing

boat sbout 21 tons. It took us 17 hours and that aight e
weather also and the lifeboat was batterel “ -W@Q_Wmm
TIOYdS Begister

never wind the lifeboat, snd let it go.

Were any provisious in the lifeboat?
Yes, sir, vplenty of provisions and wate
we left San Pedro.
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The other equipment was in the boat also.

Yes, sir, everything was in the boat complete.

During the night we saw a light and first we t t it was 2 light house
but it happened to be & fighing snack so we used b flares, one after the
other and there was no response from the ship. We did not worry much
because we figured we could sail right in.

How was the wind at that timel

About NE, favorable wind.

S0 not getting sny response, we figured we had to wait until morning.

7e could nok ®8il thst night. It was too rough. It took 17 hedrs from
the time they picked us up until we reached Misaki, a fishing port. There
people gave us kimonos and good food, ete., and we rested there about

a half day and in the meantime wired the Americen Consul and he came over
there and asked us this and that. The Japanese fishing snack took us to
Yokohema, the same fishing smack that picked us up, and put us in a seaman's
club there.

Did they feed you and treat you all rightwhile on the smack?

Yes, they fed us good, the best they had on the ship.

Wow, shortly before or at the time of this accident was there any
lightning?

Yo.

In your opinion, how did the fire originate.

There might have been several causes., Friction of the metal on the ship
while she was bending up and down before breaiing imight have done it.

Was there sny fire or any agency that would weite heat in that part of

the vegseil

No.

fhen the ghip broke in two, the short circuiting of the wireless might
also have started the fire and after the ship started breaking in two

the wireless came down and the uain mast a little later and this as formery
stated might have caused the fire.

Please give a list of those saved. :
Chief engineer, 3 assistants, 2 ollers, the 1 man, 2 cooks, 2 firemen,
2 mass boys, 5 sailors, 2 wipers, and x.mrself‘.y‘-mé3 men Jjumped over the side
and 9 men went down with the ship. 15 lost.

Wame of survivors coming to Seattle: ZErik Truelson cook
Barney J. Dreyfus oiler
John L. Leslie oiler
Henry Schulenburg Sailor A.B.
Oscar Ksldasann " i
; James Thomas L "
W ¢ Harry Merks : 0.8.
Russel Book "
~ Joseph Steffany firemen
George Robins boatswain

Is there anything you would like to 2dd to what we have asked youl

The reason that the engineers were all aft at the time was because the
weather was too heavy to permit them to go to the midship portion of the
vessel for their breakfast, the mess room being located in the middle
portion of the ghip, they would rather eat in the mess room aft than to
teke the chance of going to the midship : e

WITWESS DISUI:
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BARNEY J. DREYFUS, Oiler on the §. S. CHUEY, being first duly sworn,
testified as follows:

INSPCTOR AMES:

Your name and address?
Barney J. Dreyfus, Hilo, Hawaii.

Waat was your position on bosrd the CHUXY?
Oiler.

Were you on watch?

Yes, Sir.'

Tiat time did you come on wateh?

Tour o'fclock.

Will you tell what happ
time of the disaster?

Waen 1 came on watch I looked over the log book, we were turning over s,
half speed. Everything went along fine until about 5:23 when we got a
full speed ahead bell. We ran full speed ahead, 72 revelutions while
running, for about M4 minutes. It was 5:127 by the log when we run down
once more to half speed. At 6119 we received another full ahead bell.

We had gone full ahead for sbout 30 seconds at most and then the ship
gave a peculiar lurch and it sounded like something had shifted on ite
base in the engine or fire room. I made a hurried tour of inspection
taking the port side of the engine room and the first assistant took the
starboard side, looking over all auxiliaries and main engines with flash
light. Bverything was fine in the engine room. Wie were running down to
balf speed at 6:23 and the first sssistant slowed the engine down, then

I weant into the fire room where tie fireman wag walking up and down kind
of nervous. was eyeing the bulkhead of the cofferdam, The relief valve
on the top of the cofferdam was leaking bedly.

I also noticed several
plates slightly strained and water coming between rivets of the bulkhead.
The fireman was very much nervous snd asked me what had happened in the

engine room but I told him it was all right and I went back in the
engine room and reported to the Tirst assistant engineer the condition
of the bulkhead. The water was coming in so heavy through the valve
thot was leaking badly end strained the seams of the boat that the line
puaps couldnot keep on with the water in the bilges while we gave running
half speed. I had to wse the main duplex pump, At 7:10 I went above to
call the next watch, I called the third assistant, oiler, firemen, 2
wipers and then I went to pump to call the pumpman but he was already
up 8o I started back towards the eugineroom. As I reached the door the
Dumpman cawe running out of the chief engineer's room and told me that
the ship had buckled in two places and cracked in one: buckled in the
g2lley and buckled on deck above thne pump room and swmmer tank and
cracked on the ship side with cargo oil running out into the sea. 1
below and reported the fact to the first agsistan
the pump man had notified the chief and that
also notify the Osptain. As we received no
the chieflg room, we thoughtit was all right
exaggerating. At about 5 the ge: :
i See Ehe s ot R
ot tell the enginesr on

ened from the time you came on watch until the
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generator and turned the governor down two turns and brought her back

to normal, 110 volts 7 @mps. then I proceeded to go around taking
temperatures of the sea water, engine room, overboard discharge and the
stack, and as the firet assistent was standing by the tarottle cting
bells any mowent, I filled in the log. My last entry was "Stack B:30
departuent 0.K." The first assistant looked the log over and signed it
end resumed his station at the tarottle. I stayed at the log desk.
Then the wiper ran out of the fire room pushed me away from the log desk
in order to get by me, threw the first assistant on the gide away from
the throttle and ran up the ladder to the poop deck yelling while he ram,
we could not understend. Then the chief engineer yelled down from the
poor deck grating and as the engines were pounding we did not hear what
he said. The first assistant told me to gtend by the throttle while he
ren up. He went up and started to talk to the chief and I felt nervous
and ran up aé far as the first engine grating. Then the first yelled
dewn to me to tell me to tell the fireman to shut off the fires and that
I was to shut the engine down. I ran into the fire room but could not
find the fireman so I shut down the pressure pumps and the fires died,
out, At this time the engine room was full of light gray smoke wery
acrid smelling. I figured that the stack had fallen down as it was
somewhat shaky the day before. I ran back in the engine room where I
saw the first shutting down the main engine. I shut down the feed pump.
He yelled to me to get up on deck and get my lifebelt while chiences were
zood. We did not shut any more of the auxilaries off. I grabbed the .
log book as I went Dy the log desk. The first assistant and myself were -
about half way up the first ladder when the generator st:rted to labor
throwing en arc from the commtator to the inboard reiling of the ladder.
We could not pass it. We went back again and stood wetching it & mowent.
I looked at the clock and it was exactly 7:45. That was when the actual
breaxing in two took place, the deck ,lates suddenly plunging down and
she wee at an angle of about 35-40°. The gratings were pretty slippery
with oil and weter and we had e hard time to make the ladder but we made
it and ran up to the poop deck, I going to my room. Waile in my Toom,
my room iete, oiler licDoneld, smashed open the door of the locker and
palled the lifebelts off the top of the locker and ran out on deck, I
crebbed the lifebelt snd then I happened to look through the vortaole

22d that was uy first intimation of fire. I went into the locker, took
out some money, papers and revolver and ran on deck. As I resched the
boop deci icDonald ran frow somewhere by me, climbed the railing and

Juied over the side into the burning oil. I never daw him come up.

I ren up on the boat deck and started to work on the port boat. There
were three of us. Ve were uot enough men to even attempt to relse the
boat oud of the cradles, The boat had slipped forward and jammed against
the davits which were of the old fashioned type. I went over to the star-
board boat where I saw the third assistant cutting the falle of the boat.
It was his idea taat we could not launch the boats and as the ship '
o be sinking or would sink any momwent, it was our best
~ the boat and flost away from the ship on the water. Se
in the boat with him but : as I knew t
down or overt: | wh

~ accidents be




The after part of the ship senk deeper at the forward end and the
starboard lifeboat slipped out of the cradle, fell on the poop deck,
injuring several of the wmen. At that time it looked hopeless. The
fire was reging midships all the way from fore to aft on our vort. The
bow was sticking up at a normal angle, The forward houses were intirely
submerged, all but the Tlying bridge. The bow and stern were working as
if on hinges, rising end falling, held together by the deck end filling
lines. These finally broke and the how swungz to port. The neavy seas
and wind at this time blew the burning oil and flames away from the ghip
until about half a mile away and Robiuns, the Boatswain, yelled that we
had a chence amd to get busy at the port boat. We had three injured meg,
two men refused to leave their positions at the outer railing, leaving
16 men to try to pull the boat up. We could not 1ift sither end of the
boat; it was too umch for us. She wes Jamued tight. The chief engineer
then noticed that the lights were gtill burning end told the puapman to
see if he could turn the steam on deck, if there was any 16ft, and we
tried to run the after capstan, The pumpan went into the engirme room
end opened the steam and exhsust valves which were located by the
steering engine and he came up and told us she registered about 45 lbs.
pressure. The boatewain then ran several lines and blocks Detween the
boat falls and the after capstan and the pumpnen started the engine
going end we finelly lifted the after end of the boat out of the cradle
Tuen someone called our attentison to the bow. It was swinging around
until the stern was facing the bow. It was plunging and rolling it
secued it was golug to plunge fight on top of ue but it missed us and
drifted avay for about a mile. Then the bow rose straight up into the
air and senk slowly backward, turning over leaving the stem and part

of the keel showing. A ring buoy with night light attached floated
clear and we saw it ignite. This set fire to the oil on the water once
more and the oil immediately surrounded the siip on =11 sides emcept
& small part of the starboard quarter. It looked like the finish then
but after about 5 minutes the 8eas once more carried the fire away

from us. Then we got busy again and raised the boat entirely out of

its credles. We could not swing the davite around by hand on account

of the list of the deck but with the aid of the winch managed to do so.
At about this time onme ssilor, nsmed Gerdner, slipped from the boat
Meck and fell into the sea. fe saw him float away face up, arms out-
stretched, but he must have been unconscious or deads Then we lowered
the boat to the ship's rail, I took several pictures while we were
dolng this. It was the general opinion of everybody then to stay by
the ship as louz as we could. It was 9:30 when the boat was even with
the reil. About quarter to 10 the ship started to plunge and roll and
the sezs commenced to break over the skyllght. Tae chief engineer went
down in the engine room =nd came wp and reported that the fire room was

d that there was about 2 feet of water in Yhe forward
engine room deck plates w




e seas were very high then, the wind had gone down & bit, and the
Wootowein decided it wee Pest to cast out the ses anchor and heave to,
e .ade the best of it as far as we could and wade shelter with the sail
10 jibe. About 5:30 we saw the ship last, the stern, it wasetill shove
foter but & good deal lower in the water. Our lifeboat leaked & bit and
e shipped seas frequently but bailed odt immediately. At sbout 10:00 p.m.
 Eile d&mging a bucket of water durine belling, the chief sighted a light.
fe all looked to see if it was a light or star, decided it was a light .
Fo boatswain ordered a flare 1lit, two of them were lit but no reply. We
kot back under shelter ouce more after bailing out the boat and felt prettiy
bood thap anyhow there was someone near us who we could possibly see in the
forning. We bailed sbout every 50 or 60 minutes. Just before daylight
Brother light was sighted, very bright, and seemed very near. The boatswain
rdered flares 1it. We lit four, one after another, stood up and waved
m, but could not get no answer. We thought it wee a lignthouse, the
was 80 bright, and figured thet mo one waes out om watch looking to
The voatswain took a readiig off the coumpess and decided that as
1 ae the seas did die down after daybresk, we would start rowing in that
cction. .fhen it grew light agein we saw the bow of ‘the tanker about
siles off rolling and the seas bresking ofer it. The boatswain ordered
o bresk out the oars and we started rowing. We rowed for about an
goour in the direction which we thought the lighthouse had been. It started
fo rain heavily and we pulled in the oare and zot under shelter of the
eils once wore, Tien we gave out & little water, a gill all around, and
Postead of eating biscuite we ate sowe bread which we carried off the ship
Fith 1s. We stayed under cover until about 9 ofelock., Then the bostewain
fecided that even though it was raining g$he rain was keeping the seas down
pud we started to row once more. At 10:45 the rain stopned and we
Fecided to put up the sail and try, It was only & couple minutes work
stepping in the mast and set the sail and as the breeze was good, it
gorried us along at fairly good rate of speed.
en we noticed the firet asgistent's dog was setting up on a bench and
Pooking in one direction. We remaried that he must be seeing something
Pr suwelling land. We all got up and looked th:et way and the seas were
gretty high and we were ususlly in a trough and we could not see anything,
ot the dog kept on looking. About 5 uinutes later Schulenberg the i
Pecman who was on lookout, shouted, "There she is, there is a sail"., We '
#ll got up and looked. The sail was just in the direction the dog had
looking all'the time. It was a Japenese fishing saipen and she was
; wnder sail and power. We altered our course tow:rds her, straight
~@er, and in a few minutes the boatswain told us to drop the sail as
b6y wad alrendyiseen us and in less then no time we were alongside and
$ot aboard. We headed down below in the fo'castle and they furnished us ;
fith dry cloties and several bottles of saki. No one could speak English "
put they hod several English-Japanese dictionaries aboard and the chief
of the sampan menaged to explain to us that they had sighted us .
were rowing before we nad set sail aud that they were takking
s to a town called Misaki. It took us about 1€ hours to get there.
bout 10 8'clock the next morning all the ’ nnected with
- e in Japan was completed and they
le town was out there, no one was
bathe ond a couple of baettles
80 piaotograched several tiues o

e wéréya;




At about half past two the American Vice Counsel came down there and
arranged for our transportation o Yokohsma., The mayor of Misaki and

the city council came down and presented us each with a heavy padded
man's sleeping kiuono.

INSPECTOR SHORT:

Q Have you a license of any kind?

A Second assistant engineer, unliuited.

Q How many boilers in the vessel?

A Three Scotch boilers, one 3800 triple expansion engine.

Q¢ Wes the machinery in good operating condition? .

A The boilers and machinery were ia the best of operating coundition with
the exception of the thrust shaft which was running a little waram but
it was nothing serious. We.had trouble with the ice plant but net with
the main engines.

Q Have any trouble with the dynamo? s .

A The generator functiomed perfectly, When we were about 5 days out from

San Pedro we developed a bad leak in the after peal tank and all water
‘turned salty overnight. .

Q Was there any leakage in the bilges?

A To, with the exception of the last day the bilgzes were always very low,
never more than 5 inches of water.

INSPECTOR ALES:

Q Now it has been stated that shortly after the vessel broke in two, the
oil on the surface caught fire; do you know how the fire originated?
4 I think I can give a logical exilenation. As stated before all fuses
had been pulled from ell the lights forward. %% was the pumoman' §
stateuent to myself, the chief engineer, first assistant and third
assistant that the captain had ordered hia to pull all fuses lesding
forward, navigation lights, wireless and all, because he stated that
the captein stated there was danger of imuediate explosion; he forgot
to pull the wireless switch or did not run down to the engine room to
pull that which, of course, the first assistant would not have allowed
him to do anyhow without orders, I stated that when the ship sank
that there was an arc from the generstor to the imboard geating of the
ladder. We had had a little bit of trouble with the wireless switech:
every time we started the wireless we blew & fuse or threw & circuit
11 he first night at sea. We had no heavy
: porcelain fuse that you have to thread with
operator put in several pieces of heavy
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HANRY MARKS, being first duly eworn, testified as follows:
INSPECTOR AMES:

Your name and address?
Harry Marks, 30 Amboy St., Brooklyn, ¥. Y.
What was your position on board the CHUKY?
Ordinsry seaman.
flere you on watch at the time of the accident?
¥o, 1 was a day man.
Where were you shortly before the accident?

I Jjust came out of the mess room.
Had you had breaifast? '
Yea, sir. .
Was the mess room in the after end of the vessel?
After end on port side,
Will you tell what happened? ‘
On the 14th the boatswain told me to take some sawdust and spill it over
No. 5 swamer tank. I spilled it all over No. 5 and the deck and the oil
i was leaking from that tank, that was why I was putting sawdust on. Tuey
| vt it there because people walking there were bringing all the oil up

on deck., Waile dwnping the sawdust a sea come over full of oil that
washed the sewdust off again. The boatswain says, Never mind, and I
- wedt to work at something else. The following day, the 15th, I had
breakfast at 73130, went into the fo'castle, looked around and seen three
~ dey men sitting there, two A. B. and one 0.8. besides yself. Just went
up from my morking walk, went up on the starboard side and waliced aft
aud turned and walked forwerd again to go down below sgain to get heawy
clothes on to go to work. Just as I came down the comnenionway to go
below the ship took 2 sudden plunge into the sea; the next thing I have
seen is the bow coming up and a plunge of oil, the suuuer tanis plunged
out of the oll. The next thing I hollered down below "All hands on deck".
and I ran around to the port side and as my back was sgainst the ex~
Plosion I fell hitting t t, kind of gasping from the fumes and
the next thing ¢ 26t my breath. I ran aft and
as I got aft d not see fire for a few
oat and started cutting both
ing forward and the boatswain was

rd aft to me cutting the

tting someone pulled
heart. TFor a few seconds
looked down and saw blood:
shirt and it was just like a
, lower deck hanging on aft
know what hapvened. L
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" JOHN L. LESLIE, Oiler on the §. S. CHUKY, being first duly sworn,
A YESAE : testified s follows:
- B 1sPECTOR SHORT:

guuns ot B8 L
2 | @ Your name and address?
-«x¢? § K1 Johu L. Leslie, 101 Harbor Blvd. Sau Pedro, Oalif.
W%ﬁf 4 B ¢ Wnat was your position on the CHUEY? '
¢ d8ch ¥ F & Oller.
m;&ﬁ’ﬂf{ A Do you hold eny licensel :
¢ g3o¥ § Yo, .sir. %éﬂaw‘ long have you been going to sea in the engine Dept? 4.5 years.
1 ,cﬁi A " How lomg have you been oiler in the CHUXY!
atei® P Since January 18th, first trip. :
a1 A Where were you at the time the vessel broke in two?
oy Bel ¥ I was sound ssleep.
gl & #nat watch were you on?
’ 12 to k.
f'v

ohe last watch you stood was eve-«ty%hing in good working condition?
Yes, sir, as far as I know, When ® came down below at 12 o'clock the
telegraph stood at half ahead and we were turning 30-35 revolutions
per mimute; at about 12:30 the second mate came down below and zave
us our time change of 18 minutes and he told us then fo turn 45 rev.
r min. which we did for the remainder of the watch. Twice during

the wateh I had gone on deck to turn the ventilators, the wind was
changing all the time a8 we were in a typhoon and the seas were very
high at this time. o

¥as that the reason the engines were slowed down, on account of the
heavy weather? L

Yes, sir. At 4 o'clock I turned in. That is the last thing I knew
until the crash. '

Is there anything more you would like to statel

o, sir. :

ro » &

WITNESS DISKISSED
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HENRY SCHULENBURG, Able Seawan on the 8, 8. CHUEY, being duly sworn
first, testified as follows.:

INSPBCTOR ALES:

Your nane zud address?

Henry Schulenburg, Seamens Institute, San Pedre, Calif.

That wes your position on the CHUKYY

Able seaman,

®here were you a2t the time of the accident?

I wae down below in the mess room eating breskfast.

will you tell briefly what occurred from that tide until time of the
accident?

ly partner and myself were esting breakfast; all of a sudden the ship
went down, we heard 2 crash and somebody said "411 hands on deck” and
we went on deck and I looked up forwerd end saw the bow was coming up
and the water was going over amidships and I went up on the boat deck
and went over to the starboard boat. All of a sudden I heard an ex~
nlosion end oil and smoke was all over the ship and there was fire all
around the ship,

Now do you kmow where that explosion occurred?

Right abaft the bridge, I think it wes No. 5 tenk or summer tank.

At that time were you on the after end of the ship?

Yes, sir, We tried to lsunch the starboard lifeboat and could not

do it because the falls were broken. I went on the poop deck and we
woited until the smoke went awey and fire and went up on the port
deck again and started working om the port boat. She was jammed.

We zot the port bost over the side and everybody went in the boat and
we made away from the stern.

Is that reslly all you knov sbout the actual disaster?

That is 211 I know about it,

Is there anything more you would like to say?

No; slr,

WITNESS DISMISSED




HUSSELL BOOK, Seaman on the 5. 8. CHUKY, Bemg firat &iuly sworn,
testified as follows. ~

INSPECTOR AWES:

PO POPOPOPO

 fire on the water both port and starboard side but the heavy sees and

l—:¢
c,%;

FPOPOPOPO PO

Your neme and address? ' ~

Russell Book, 2058 N. Waterloo St., Philadelphia, Pa.

What was your position on tha .

Ordinary sesaman.

Shortly before the accident where were yout

In my quarters, reading.

Had you had breakfast?

I got up 10 minutes after 7, went to the mess room, had breskfast,
and it was about half past 7 when I came up to the folcastle.

%ill you tell what aavpenac‘w

All I lmow that I was in the foleastle looking over a magazine and 1
heard a noise and then heard gomebody yell "ALL hands on deck". I
grabbed a lumberjack and life preserver and ran up on deck and there
seen 0il all over the deck, couldn't hardly stand up for slipping snd

wind carried it away. I signed on the ship January 19th at Sen Pedro
to make a round trip from San Pedro to Tsurwai, Japan and back. [The
day before the acc:.dent the 14th we had a littla rough weather. I
got wet once going over the flying bridge, the waves ceme over the fly-
bridge. We were weshing paint work that day, on the 14th. The ex-
plosion happened about 7:45 on the 15th. ;

Where ,3id that explosion seem to come frout

I don t know, 1 was down in my cquarters.

Where.were you when you heara the seconé ex; slosion?

On degke.

Where did that seem to cmaﬂfromt :

From the after end of the midship house.

Were you in,mrad in the aoﬁident?

No.

Is there anythmg more you woula 1ike to atata?

No, sir. ¢

WITNESS DISHISSED
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JALES THOMAS, Able seaman on the 5. S, CHUKY, being first duly sworn,
testified as follows:

INSPEOTOR AWES:

Q@  Your nsme and address? 4

A James Thomas, Yellowstone Hotel, San Pedro, 0alif.

Q What was you position on the CHUKY?

A Avle seaman, ,

Q Shortly before the accident where were you?

A I was coming from my breakfast, gzoing to my guarters and someone
hollered "Everybody on deck".

Q Describe the condition of the weather.

A I could sot see any material differance fromthe dey before, the llth
you might say & light harricame. It was not what I thought wae alarming
at all for seaworthy ship. —

Q Hed it been blowing herder than that a few days vrevious to this time?

A The day before it was blowing harder but could seé no materiasl difference
in the seas, they were still very rough.

Q Ibechas been stated that explosions took place, did you hear any?

A VWoen I came on deck the ship was sinking in the middle, probably 4.5 feet
of water on the deck between the poop and midship house and then as soon
&8 I caume on deck and sew this the explosion took place and I looke &
and saw water shoot into the air probably 100 feet and ran aft to escape
the hot 0il and fire which was burning in pateches on the deck and also
to escape the fuses of fire wiich was burning on the starboard side on
the water probebly 100 yards.

At any time while you were on deck could you see enybody on the widshin

deck?

I did not see anybody on the deck until after the ship had only broke
- in two or probably had broken in two. At that time the midship dipped
~into the water and when it come up the bridge and the ‘house anidship

was wissing and there were two men clinging to the stenchions on the

bridge but I was not able to recognize from wy position on the boat who

they might have been.

Q Did you see them finslly disappeart

A TYes, when the ship took the second dip into the water I saw them no

more. The bow separated from the after end of the ship and after
drifting probably & mile from the after end it stood completely up
on end and turned over and remained in that position until the follow-
ing worning when we sighted it again in that same position. Of coupse
we had been rowing during the night a little, most of the time, of
course, we were drifting and early the next morning we comaenced to row,
about daylight after the boatswain had set a course as near ss ke conld
reckon and about 1l o'clock we hoisted the sall and aluost immedistely
aftervards I sigited the Japsnese fishing boat and called the boatswain's
attention to it and in about 20 minutes they were slongside taking us all
on board end gave us liquor, food and necessary clothing. Had about
17 hours run to their home port wi.ich was Miseki, J ‘
village. ¥rom there we were take _the inspector
_ hotel given G




at m Mk: tak;ﬁag us to the Seamane' Y. l{. C. A. where we resained until

we left on board the PRESIDENT JACKSON on March lst. .
73‘911 it has ‘b&en stateﬁ that after this disaster the boatswain was cool- -
k MM# and was very helpful to you all duwring

ma ,xymg er&a&l whiie remaining on and after leaving the wreck, is

Yes, sir, that is tm. We all owe our lives to the presence of mind of

 the ‘boatewain and his ability to lead a crew.
Ie there anything more you would like to say?

I could my that quite a nuuber of us seemed to have a premonition of

the coming disaster, just exactly why I was not able to tell. TWe

very often taliced of it on the ship, in fact, 15 minutes before I made

the remark that I had given up all hopes of ever reaching Japen but I

cannot say why as th@m did not seem to be any iamediete danger.

WITNESS DISKISSED



asc;m WASMYH Alble Seaman on the 5. 8, CHUKY, beiang first duly sworn
 gestified as follows:

xxsmma MS: ,
~ Your name and a&amu :

_ pscar Kaldassun, Seamans Institute, San Pedro, Calif,

‘Miat wss your position on board tm CHUKY?

. Able seasan,

 gnortly before the accident where were you:

On the pood deck. . ,

fere you on watch?

Yes, sir, I was on watch,

When you were at the wheel, what was the condition of the weather?

The sess was high end the wind strong but not so strong as the day before
Did the ship's stesri.ng gear work all rigm while you were at the wheel?
Yes, gir.

Wnat Mppmed :hut before the accident from that time oanl
1 was working on the bridge cleaning out the chart room and wheel house.
At '{;20 I went aft to call the other watch. When * came back again
seen the deck 11%}1% switch was leaking and as I wae looking in, the !
first officer Lie seen we down there and asked me what was wrong there.
1 wwt up to the bridge and told the first officer that the switch was
lesking and he told me %o go aft and pull out the fuses for that lignt.
After that ne says to me, No uee to work no more, Just stay here up on
the bridge. About 20 minutes to § the first officer went to the chart
room. Then I came down, I thought I would go aft end jump up on the
fresh water tank sad take a smoke. I did not tell the mate that I was
ming down, so * thought I better stay on the boat deck in case he

blows the whistle I am handy there. I was standing there about 5§ win-

utes when ghe gave = heavy lurch down and the next instant saw odil and
fire go up from the No. § tank on the port side. Agter that I ran up
to the boat deck and on the cort boat, my station. mn%t is all there

kT any ;mma you would like te W?
Yo, that is about &11‘&
e o m raga.rd ’CQ gioking on board the vegsel?

e &3 8 mﬁm n emr @wrtan. w apacial aigns distributed to that
cfect* L - , :



JOSEPE ST PANY, Tireman on the S. S. CHUKY, being first duly sworn,
: © testified as follows:

SOTOR SHORT:

address?

y, Page Pago, Samos.
bhoard the CHUKY?

Your name and
Joseph Steffa
Waat was your position on
; long have you been going to seal
Aboutb yeuars. .
Have you been firing all that tiwe?
sx long have you been on the CHUKY?

ut 34 months; made 2 trips and laid off 2 trips.
| Whet watch were you on ~
8 to 12,

How meny fireman on watch?

Qm? firem. - :
yhere were you at the
In my roOm.

fhat do you kmow about this disaster?

1 don't kmow nothing sbout it. The only thing I saw was the second
explosions ; L
#here did that occur?

After part of the bridge on the gtarboard side.
_Have you sny ides what ceused the explosion?

Fo, I don't know. - ' ,

What did the explosion look like?

 Plames of fire came up from aft of the bridze.

. Wnet did you do after this explosion happened?

1 wes in the 1ifeboat trying to launch it when the secon
cane., |
Did you go
Yo, 8ir. ; :
Is there anything more you would like to say?
Yo, sir. e ,

time of the disaster?

W moon
Sl p:a 55y

sateon

d explosion

down in the engine room at all after the explosion?

. VITWESS DISUISSED




ERIE TRUELSON, Second Deok and Baker om the S. S. CHUKY, being first
duly sworn, testified as follows:

INSFECTOR AMES:

Your neme and address?
Frik Truelson, Box 54, San Pedro, Calif.
Waat was your position on the CHUKY?
Second Cook and baker.
Shortly before the accident where were youl
In the galley. .
Wihat was the condition of the weather?
Little high sess but not very mmch wind.
¥ill you tell what happened from that time until the time of the disaster?
I came in the gelley about 10 mianutes ater 6. When 1 came in there the
firet cook wes already in there forsome time, kind of nervous. He showed
me a place where the tiles in the gslley had bucikled up and looked up
and did not know what to make of it so did not pay much attention to it
and started to work., Breakfast wes pretiy nesr over and I aeard a crash.
I went out of the galley and looked out on the well deck and says, Well,,
we are gone. I looked down too and saw a whirlpool of oil just coming
up from the tanks and while I was standing there it started to burn and
within 2 couple winutes after the bow started to come up and the stern
started to raise up slso. The seas kent bending the ship up and down
until she was completely in two parts ané the wind finally turned the bow
around until she was facing us, heeding right into the stern and after a
while the bow was straight up in the air and then turned over. The stern
drifted farther and farther away from the bow and the only thing I could
see after we got in the lifeboat was the stern floating. On the well
deck was a couple of davits: I took mark on them end % could see that
she was getting lower and lower down in the water,

mms'm 85O
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&g Q .ma. you see or hoar any explosion?
o A Heard the crash when she broke just before I stenped out of the galley.
i Q Did you see oil on fire on the surface of the water?

A ’Yea, dir.

mspmma ALES:

Q

A On ’eha after uvar‘bzan of the ship extunding from side to side.
2 Is there myﬁhing more i would like to say?
: NO Sirn S




