¥r. David Miilar ' , ' .

8an Franecisco. '

e . Witk reference %o our converaation yesterday
comcerning our 16 ships waich are iald up in New York harbor.

: We wrote you March 2304 1982 regarding these
vessels. Since that time thare have been no new develomments
that would be of intersst io your Socliety. These ships were
carefully laid up in their Pressnt location, and in addition

to our own representatives = Surveyocr representing the United
States Salvage Asscciation Inc. of Hew fork, passed upon the
menner in which the Yessels were moored and ihe fire proteetion
provided. Evor since they were laid up in this location we

have had ome of our owm Captains and some men on bozrd these
ships for the purposse cf ieoking after them, and we also
employed an orgapizaiion in New York to scale and paint

some of the hulls. The machinery and boilers have been Llooked
alfter and in our opinicn, ne undue deterioration is teking
piace.

In the circumstances we ean #es 0o advaniage in
arranging for a general examination to be carried out by the
surveyors of your Society. It is out irmtention to take care
of neceseary gurveys at such time iaxxa&xxﬁxxx a8 thesge thips
are placed in commissicn and at thet time the Jurveyors of
your Society will heve ampis cpportunity to Satisly themselives
with regard to the Physical condition of these ships,

We are umable at this time to definitely say
when we shall be able to employ morz of these ships in our
coaatwise serviece, but Tecenlly there hes been an increased
demand for tonmnage in out local trades asnd we are hopeful
St this may develop to such a stage as would warrant us
piating in commission some of these ships that are now laid
up in MNew York.

in our opimion it would be move benefiaial to alil
cencerned to conduct examination anpa suryey of these ships Just
before entering service rather than do thos work Low and then
allow the sRips to remein idle for an indefinite periocd.

These are the rsasons ¥y we decided to postipone
the surveys until employment could be found for thae ships, and
in view of the manner in which they were luig 4p and sre being
looked after by our own Peopie we cannot see how the interasts
of your society are being in any wey impairved.

Hepe that when you expiain the circumstances
tc your principais they may concur in cur desire to hcld the
surveys in abeyance for the iime being, 1f, however, it would
be entirely contrary tc the policy of the society o do ao
then we would be guite agreeabls t¢ sarrying out their _
suggestion that the ships be withdrawn from Lloyd's classifica~-
tion. ; ;

Very truly your,




