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" Brifish Medale Presented 1o

American Seamen.
A MEMORABLE CEREMONY.

From Qur Special Correspondent.
SovrHaMeroN, Saturday.

The United States liner President
Rovsevelt was given a great welcome
on ber arrival in Ocean Dock this
morning.  Shortly afterwards,  in
the saloon of the ship, Sir Philip
Cunkbifie Lister,” President of the
Board of Trade, representing the
King, presented her ¢ommander,
Captoin Fried, three of his officers
and several members of the érew
with official tokens in recognition of

their heroism in’ rescuing the crew’

of 26 of the British steamer dntinoe
in the récent terrible Atlantic gale.
As the American Tiner, which had sailed
from Br 1. approached her berth under
the charge of & tug shertly after 11 o'clock,
every ship in  the harbour, from the
dgusiania, dying close by, to the smallest
eraft, joined in arus of welecome by
sonnding ' their and hooters, while
cheers rose from targe throng of spec-
tats op the guay.  Flags of all nations,
with the Stars and Stripes conspicuous,
decked the iway station aund the guay,
and high up the word * Bravo!” in large
lettere caupht the eys of the commander
on the bridge.

PRESENTATION FPROM PILOTS.

Afterwards, when the gangways were in
position, Cdptain Fried received Sir Philip
Cunliffe-Lister on board, and then came the
formal’ mtroduction on deck abaft ithe
br of the boat crew and rescue parby,
1 ‘each of whom Sir Philip shook hands.
There the first presentation ceremohy fook
place, Captain Fried reeeiving & gold-
mounted “ebony walking-stick frem Lord

Apsley,” President of the United Kingdom |
Pilots’ Association, ‘on behalf of the South-{

ampton pilots.

After Juntheon the lifeboat vrew filad into
the dinitig-room and took up their posi
in fromt of the centre table. There was a
halt of some minutes for fhe signzl to be
given that i broadcasting arrangements
were ready the speeches bo begin, and
there were further intervals during the cere-
mony for the conyvenience of the photo-
graphers dud cinematograph operators who
were present in strong force. Throughout
the greater part of the &ime oceupied by
the proceedings the men stood full in the
vivid glare of the photographers’ are lamp,
but ir spite of this and of an ahmost suffo-

cating heat (for every available imch of the |

dining-room was oceupied), tibey bore them-
selves as patiently and good-humouredly as
might he exp
worse ordeals.

scted from men accustomed to |

Mr. Pumre Runeivay, in introdncing the |

President of the Board of Tride, said that |

§ir Philip was there by command of the

King, to render honour to those to whom
hopour was due. Captain Fried, his officers
and men had deserved well of them:
(Applause:)

8ir Prmue Covcwwe-Lasrer stated thet he
was commanded by the King to express to
Captain Pried bis'Majesty’s regret that the
short stay of the ship at Bouthampton did
not permit of the King seeing him in London
and personally thanking him and the crew
far their gallant services. * The rescue we

are met to commemorate to-day,"” ‘he oon- |

tinued, “ has séized’ the imagination and

earned the gratibude of {he whole British
race. (Applausey H has alrendy taken its
place in the anuals of the sea as one of the
epics “of ‘the service. Year by year there
are reported to the Board of Trade many
acts of gallantry in which the crews of
British ‘ships figure as rescuers or rescued.
In the past six years they
have  numbered upwards  of 980,

In such endeavours ‘the standard of gal-|

lantry is high, but even in that illustrious
record the achievement of the President
Roosevelt is conspicuons.  (Applau Many
aecountg have heen writben, many more
will e written,  of this - enter-
prise, but 1 think, perhaps, T like hest
Captain Fried's own  story. That was
characterised by a British officer in these
words : his is & bald statement of what
happened, but reading between the lines
1 was abls to sather that the whole affair
was an outstanding ‘epoch of dogged per-
tinaciby “and bravery carried out in the
traditions-—the best traditions—of the gea.’
{Applanze ) ;

 gallantry.  The

DARING AND FINE SEAMANSHIP.
“ There the story of (he rescue is told
in the simple language of one t0 whom
grave risk is a plain duty, and high devo-
tion a ecoramonplace of service. It is only
when you, Captain Fried, have spoken of
the actions of others, of your officers and
crew, that you have allowed yourself a
freer rein. How much that rescus owed
to Captain Fried himself-—the immediate
angwer %o the call, the daring and fine
seamanship with which in colossal seas he
manceuvred the President Roesevelt close to
the doomed ship, the delqrmination with
which he held on and fgund her again
when she wag lost, the ustiring ingenuity
displayed in devising ong attempt after
another, and last, but nd lesst—and <of
this he hag never spoken #he force of his
own example. (Applausef Of thix Cap-
tain Fried ig silent. Buil his silence has
made it the plainer to @ all. Of the
bravery of his crew he is i§ss reticent, and
it will live in our memorks. Mr. Miller,
the chief officer—(applae)—commanded
each of the three boats. What a record!
We like to think that by forhears pro-
bably saw service in  Britigh ships—‘ cap-
tains courageons’' of & éarlier age
Mr. Upton—(applause)—om o y your
orders restrained from sw iming to certain
death; Wirtanen and Heipan —(applause)
—risking their lives to savein foreign crew,
giying their lives to save heir fellow res-
cuers. What could be finarf (Applause.)
“ After the crew of the first hoat was
thrown into fthe water, Wigtanen had his
hold firm on one of the lafders. He saw
the peril of his comrades''he leapt from |
safety to their reseue. Soue of those who |
are here to-day probably owe the lives they |
had rigked to his eaorificc, and the last!
that was seen of this gallnat seaman was a !

solitary: figh
lifeboat 1o t

Y These are
of the crew v wish th
is, but all are on the

and the , a ~and as
cads the names—M *, Bloan, Uptor
tanen, Heitman W Beers, Jac
witz, Bauer, Fugetsar rauelich, Fisher
Riedel  Wikki iaz, meda,  Alberts
Hahn, Reberts, and Caldvwell-drawn them-
selveg or by ¢ nb fron different lan
there comes to us with new understand-
ing all that is meant by the brotherhood
of the sea. (Applause.) one who knows
what life at sea i i to appreci
what must have } ark. amd service
lered by the engineering staff of that

te flgat his drifting
t’;‘a!{x

¢.  All members
should mention
of henour, the

i5 the wish of his
that T sheuld present to the officers and
men ‘who mianned the hozig the Foreign
Service Gold Medal for 8aving Life ab Sen,
and that T showld give v your keeping,
Caplain Fried, for presenistion to the rela-
tives the medals: which would hdve been
awarded fo these two pallant men—Wir
tanen and Heitman—who cave their lives
and on behalf of his Majest's Government,
[ have to ask you, whom duty kept on
the  hridge,- to accept a special token of
thesr Yecognition of thé fiie seamanship,
the huwmanity, and  thé dourageons |
resource which throughout| those nights
and days charsctised your avery
achion.  (Applause) The Government also
desire o make a I ntation t(sg
your officers, ' Me. Mille Mr. Sloan |
and Mr. Upton, in recognilion of their |
gal service which Captain |
Fried and his crew have rendsved has done
more than perhaps apy of us can realise
to cement the lorg friendship and the last-
ing ties bebween onr two nations.” (Loud
applause.)

A handsome silver-gilt ci

lajesty the King

at box was then

handed to Captain Fried. It hore the
following inseription : % Presented by the
British'  Government to George  Fried,

ocaptain of the s.5. President Ropsevelt in
recognition  of  his ' fine Bmansuip,
humanity, and courageous resvtee in the |
vescue of the créw of the Biiiich steamer |
Antinoe, in the North Aflantic, Jan. 2528 '
1928, ’

Chief Officer Robert B. Miller was handed |
a gold wateh * (“in recognition of his
galladtry and fine seamanship ') and a
moedad; Third Officer Thomas Sloan a silver |
jsalver and gol medal, and Fourth Officer
Frank M. Upton also a silver salver and gold
medal, while the memhers of the crew re-
ceived medals inseribad : “ From the British
Gavernment,” and each hearing the nime
of the recipient on the edge. %

CAPTAIN FRIED'S REPLY.

Captain Frmep, who wis loudly cheered,
said; “It is, indeed, a pleasure and an
{honeur to have your distinguished presence
on board to offer solemn tribute to our
| lost comrades, and to rejoice in the resone
{of the distressed. = This momentous occa-
|sion will live in onr memory for ever, and
on behalf of my officers and crew, T thank
you for this very gencrous gift. I have been
agked to say a few words on behalf of the |

{officers and crew. After receiving distress|
signals early on Sunday morning, we put |
Ithe radio-compass on ‘her Learing ' and |
jsighted the ship at noon. Arriving along- |
iside of her weather-beam, we found her |
}f,nming over ler engines slowly, but lying |
{in the trough of the sea. They were trying |
to make repairs to the steering
engine, and to gecure hatches, and
only requested us to stand by, It was
iblcwin:‘ hard, and a rough sea was|
jrunning. At 9 pm. on Sunday we lost
{sight of her in the violent sriow and hail
{squalls and darkness. We tried getting her
on the wireless and radio compass, but
could get mo answer.

“We searcheq all night and next day,
Monday, until 4 p.m., when we finally
sighted her. = The anxiety and suspense
during this search were terrible.  There
was nothing to guide us. It looked hope-
s,  When we picked her up again her
signals indicated that she wished to aban
don ship, but had not the means-all boats
gone, fire-rooma and engine-room flooded,
radio out of commission and no lights. It
was still daylight, and the weather mode-
rate, but a beavy swell was running. 1
was cvonfronted with the prospect of losing
t of her again as soon as dar
o or taking the chanece of launching e),i

ned lifeboat. The latter decision cost|
the lives of two of my crew, because of the |
violent squalls that hit us, kicking up a |
jsea-that an open hoat could not live in. |
The weather increased in violence, and i
seemed at times ags though the Antines
would go down before our eyes, as their
sienals indicated that she was r m'«l'iy sink
ing, We tried every means fo a boat
to them by dowing elose around ¥
stern, and firing gun lines, but e
effort met with failure. Finally,
Wednezday evening the weather moder
considerably, though still 4 very high swell
twas running. We launched the ond life
i boat, and to off 12 men, and at midmizht,
. the weather still improving, and aided by
the bright moonlight, we took off the re-
maining 13. Think of 13! {

THE ‘“ROARING FORTIES.”

“ When we left the Antinoe her well decks
fore and aft w under “water to the
hatches, and she listed at least 40 degrees
She could net have lasted another 12 hours. 1
firmly believe that Master-at-Arms Wirtanen
tried to steer the boat near enough fo the
dntinoe so that they aght get her,
powerful hody swaying astern, asg he hung
on by the painier trawhuag over her stern.
When we came alongside the boat some 15
minutes later he was gone, but to lose
1 must surely

a Kness camed

t

ted

by his

one's life for such a cause— God
reward. The Jocality where thig disaster
occurred is frequently referved to as * The
Roaring Forties,” and is pertainly well
named.  While the honeur falls to a
certain few to man the life , men whe
are scamen in every sepse of the word, let
us not forget those who were doing all the
mule-hagling, alsd the helplass/men, waiting
patiently,. ~unable’ to/ help themselves.”
(Applause)”  Captain Fried concluded by
thanking the company for the warmth of |
their reception, and said that the grabi- |
| tude expressed in hundreds of-telegramsd
{ and lettiers | yecsived /made them feal /the
{ more keenly ‘the proudi name (which their
"steamer bore.

Chief Officer Mupysr desived to pay a]
fribute from the boat’s drew to the ¢aphain
and officers of thé Presidens Rooseveit for
showing such a fine spirit and courage in

@

i




[Lhe fa0e of terrible odds They ' proved
men who W perform the
same vieos should the oc an arise. He
b kpew that he was veicing feelings of
eyery member of the crew
of the great courage and
By Captain Fried, who
jons hours mever raised
a Louwh{umal tone when
He added that when the list
men had been posted it' was
A

yoice above

werind that

Laurence Borge, of the ¢, WAS B
rélative of Miss Rita Hug wim was B
member of their own ship spany.

Mr. Bovisroy Bran, representing the
Armerican - Ambassador, (05
one had followed i}

danger with gre

ador, who nnfortunately
was unable 4o be present owing to his
| absénce in Paris, What the o
;i did last week meant more
; to express, Everyone rec
|

i wasg easy
that what
Puays under
and that

America said and did was
I'stood by the e wple of
| gaid and was not always
| L' )()(\ by ‘those in Americal’ But there
lwew derbain deeds ahick could e under-
{

i
{

the people of both lands and were
stimable value in d ig together
| those two at countries and keeping their
mutual  understanding - clear—an under-
standing on which many feli the well-being
of the world depended. (Applamse.) Deeds
of valour, particularly valour sb sea, had
1l ways: be pnderstood and appreciated at
their full vaiue by these two great maritime
eonnd 1t could be said without
sration bhat the work of the officers

of

and ‘men of ‘the Presidant Ro elt last
i week had done rore for the -elations
| of those two coumbries than o ‘zln casily be
astimated.

Mr Ruwcidil amnounced that as the

. of Captain Tose’s
st week, the British sting Com-
any hud received over £300 fer the rela
¢ the two men who wepe logt from

t 2 resident Koosevelf, and e had asked
| Captain Tose if he would ¢ the money

to (_/apmm Fried to hand the proper

adenst speech

|
i
'.
l

ptain Tose, ot the
an enthuogiastic reception,
amount received in subscriptions
to the broadeast appeal on be
relatives of the lost réscuers wis £327, and
this he handed to Captair Fried. He also
handed te the latter a silver retie case
and g similar gift ‘each Chief-Officer
Miller, 'Third Officer Bloan, wnd Fourth
icer Upton.

I The ceremony elosed with the singing of
the ~ Britigh anpd American ‘National
| Anthems, and 'a little late the guests
having  come  ashore,  the President
{ Rogsevelt sailed away for Cherbourg en
route for New York,

Among the company besides those already
mentioned were \—

Lady Cunliffe-Lister, Mr. E. R. Pulbrook
(Chairman of Lioyd's) and Mr: Pullirbok, Sir
Ernest Glover {(Chairman of the Balbic Mer-
cantile and lugtupu Bxchangel, Captain
Purdy émrmor urope ka the TUnited
Btates ping ard), Tarleton "Win-
chester D}redm Luited States Lineés, London
Office), Colone! E. X. Perkins, M.F. Bir J&m&
Charles (Cbmmander of the Aguilenia),
Philip (m;rw Major Gilbert Szinmpet (Snuthem
Railway) and Mrs, Szlumper, A ,_‘mﬁMx‘Qama'
{Npval Asfaché, American
Tharles Turner (Board of Trac G
(\mrmo Department, Board Trade), Mr,

B. Brown {&»cret’sry to the Presi ont of
tm- Board of Trade), /am.un King {Principal
Officer, ' South and South-West of Hngland
District, Board of Trade), Captiin Raymer
{Board of Trade, Sonthim ‘3‘""“ septwin H. P.
Pattorson (Chief Bmigration uﬂxﬁer Sonth-
{ ampton), Mr. (ampb{*ll Le:
American Bo
Powell (representing the
the Americsn Chamber of Con 3.
Rayage, Mr. Anderson, Leﬁ““ Departmont L 8.
Ship mg Board, Mr. Moore (Buropean
Tra Manager, United Stafes Shmpxng
Bonrd) Mra. De Castro wnw»aentm the
Engiwh Speakmz Union), Mr. C. B. Cofterell,

Mr. G. Harre (repreaentmg the owners ot,

the Annuoa) Mr. Braithwaite, = Alderman
Mowland, Mr. Harry Parsons, and Captain
Paul Grenping {(a former comm wdar ot the
President Hmdmg)

jme orders. |
¢ {he reseued

riadl that no |
e ‘stories of Tieroisin and |
tor: dntercst than kad the|

|

u of the ship |




