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Board of Trade Inquiry
Concluded

JUDGMENT ON FRIDAY

From Our Own. Correspondent
HULL, Monday

Board of Trade Inquiry into the &8
the steamer Calde n April
concluded at Hull to-day, and the President
the Court, Mr. R MAcpoxsLn,
announced 1 judgment would e
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T'his concluded the evidence.

AN UNIQUE INQUIRY
T. C. JACESO in addressi
the 1 was mystery
b remain-unsolv
1se had been lost. There
were. no survivors, and answer could only
e from mouths that were mute. Finan-
1lly the loss was at, but it was as
thing compared with. the loss of gallant
delicate and eommendable pro-
Board of Trade had refrained
any question that might have
| redected .on the memories of llhp'x';vpl:m.
ficers ‘and crew. It would be diffieult tc
onceive  ‘a better ' ship or one that was
better.manned, It was an unique.inquiry—
| there was no hostility among..parties, but
a common desire to arrive at some conclu-
| sion as to the cause of the ecasualty
The vessel had almost .completed « her
{ voyage at the time the easualty occurred.
Was it possible on evidence,-he :asked
the Court to come to any other wonclusi
| than' that the -easnalty- occurred thron
some external force? It was a curious fach
that some of the wreckage which had been
washed up and one lifeboat that was sighted
| conld not have belenged to the Calder. It
| was true that ne other British: ghip was
reported missing, but it might be that some
| other ship was missing, It would seem from
the evidence:that:-the-dredger. Cyelops had
| drifted farther south than- might ‘appea:
from. the finding of wreckage of her super-
strueture off Withernsea

As to -a possibility - of striking
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there were a danger it gould not be more
| than infinitesimal.

Phroughout the experts’ evidence there was
an undercurrent of reserve which the Court
must have noticed. Board of Trade regu-
lations were elean an the:question of danyr
from mines, and he ‘believed they were
honestly ' intended as .a warning. What-
ever. it was that happened -came with  a
| rapidity. that allowed ‘of little: time for the
| men to getrto the boats.: There was: evi-
| dence of .some ‘atiempt made by men to save
| their lives. Unfortunately. it was. .ot
successful.; ~Several: of ~the men would be

| awakened from their: sleep.and hurled into
| eternity ¢ before they .had. anys chance of
| escape. He 1t ved thatiwas ia correct
| conclusion to draw from the finding of an
| empty ~lifeboat, and  he suggested that 1t
was- consistent. with ;some sudden disruptive
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THE ‘ OVERLADEN SUGGESTION
Mr. BiLaam said he thonght it was sug-
I gested that the ship was cverladen or that
weight of cargo was not properly’ distri-
| buted, -He suggested that evidence praoved
%that if any such allegation had-been made
{ it could not have been sustained Mz,
| Morgan, Board of Trade .Surveyor,. Com-
’imander Glementson and Captain Sherwood
| had said that; in their opinion, the cargo
{ was properly stowed. There must have
| been: a .sudden. dramatie catastrophe such
as could not possibly have oecurred through
{ the ship losing her trim and _becoming
| waterlogged. - It might haye been caused

|- by striking - submerged wreckage.

Mr. SaxgreyE said the Board of Trade
| did not suggest that the ship .was over-
|laden. “As to theories - of. external = force
| either by explosion or,, by collision, * the
{ Admiralty had .ot sent - down .an-expert
{to treat the question of the possibility of
la mine explosion “with levity, and to say
| that there ‘was: no danger from: mines un-
| less he believed that tosbe true. Com-
| mander Jefireys.had said that during -his
ten years’ experience of ..colleoting - and

with mines not one mine had ex-

yded. The warning issued by the Board

Trade was to fishermen and the possible
danger. to their nets. Mr. Saxelbye sug-
gested that the dredger fops was not in
the track of the Calder. With those theories
oliminated, it seemed to him that the most |
reasonable possibility was that the ship met
extremely bad seas, that hatch covers and
perhaps storm deck were washed away, and
that water that got in gave her a list from
which she did not recover and she was oyer
whetmed.

The PRESIDENT announced that judgmen
vould be given on Friday.




