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LOST TANKER
INQUIRY,

Evidence by Former Chief
Engineer of La Crescenta.
EQUIPMENT IN
CONDITION.

GOOD

| the Board of Trade - inquiry
the tanker La
Crescenta was resumed at the Institution
of Civil Engineers, Westminster, yester-
day, evidence was given by a chief
engineer who had sailed 1n the tanker.

La Crescenta, an oil tanker of 5,880
tons 400ft. length, 53ft. beam,
32ft. 10ins. depth, was built in 1923 by
the G hitd,
Haverton Hill-on-Tees, and owned by the
Crescent Navigation Co., Ltd. (Messrs.
Harris and Dixon, Ltd., managers,
London). She was lost in December,
1934, with her crew of 30, during a voyage
from California to Japan with a cargo of
crude oil.

Lord Merrivale,
presides over the

WH EN

into loss of the

gross,

Furness Shipbuilding

Wreck Commissioner,
court, and is assisted
by Commander H. Stockwell, Commander
J. R.. Williams, Mr. Edmond Wilson
(marine engineer), My, B "H.
Mitchell as assessors.

The parties to the inquiry are as follow:—
The Board of Trade, represented by the
Solicitor-General, Sir Donald B. Somervell,
and Mr. G. St. C. Pilcher (instructed by the
solicitor to the Board of Trade); the Crescent
Na tion Co., Ltd. (the owners of La
Cre. ita) and Mr. Sydney Graham, repre-
sented by Mr. J. V. Naisby (instructed by
Messrs. Middleton, Lewis and Clarke);
Mr. R. F. Hayward and Mr. Harold Griffin
(instructed by Messrs. G. F. Hudson, Matthews
and Co.) for the relatives of the dead officers,
and the following officers’ and engineers’ pro-
tection societies who are represented on the
National Maritime Board :—Officers (Merchant
Navy) Federation, the Imperial Merchant
Service Guild, the Mercantile Marine Service
Association, ~and the Marine Engineers’
Association, Ltd.;; Mr. Vere Hunt and Mr.
Peter Bucknill (instructed by Messrs. Russell, |
Jones and Co.) represent the National Union
of Seamen and the Transport and General
Workers’  Union; Mr. W. L. McNair
(instructed by Messrs. Parker, Garretl and Co.)
holds a watching brief for Lloyd’s Register of
Shipping.

CALLING OF WITNESSES.

Mr. Hunt said he would be calling two|
witnesses and he would like to know if|
the Board of Trade could tell them if
their case would finish that day so that|
they could have the witnesses ready for
to-day, as they came from Dundee.

Mr. Pilcher, in reply, said that he
thought 1t unlikely that their witnesses
would finish evidence before the end of
the day and might not probably finish
until lunch time to-day. He alsa under-
stood that Mr. Naisby had one or two
witnesses to call. |

teplying to the
ward said that he
ca %

The President.—No douht we shall sit

for a time on Saturday. 1 know it is not
convenient generally, but we will
| The President (to Mr.
| time will your witnesses
['will be subject to the length of time the|
owners wish to examine them. I ithink]|
| one morning or one allernoon would finish'
them,

The President.—Let them come up to-

[night and be here to-morrow by mid-day.

Mr. Kdward Gooch, examined by Mr.
Pilcher, said he had held a chief engineer’s
certificate for the last 32 years. He first
came 1into contact with Messrs. Harris
and Dixon in 1927, and his first expe-
vience of La Crescenta was in Iebruary,

and

President,
had no

Mr. Hay-|
witnesses to

Hunb).—What
want here P—It

|in 1932 it was the custom of the firemen

a9

P}

1932, and therefore had known Mr. Rogers
since 1927. He was chief engineer in La
Crescenta for two periods whilst Mr.
Howey was away, firstly from February
26, 1932, to April 21, 1932, and secondly
from January 8, 1934, until September
17, 1934. His first voyage in 1932 was
to Port Arthur and back to Bordeaux,
where the ship grounded, and on the
second occasion he covered three voyages—
from Dundee to Batoum and Vladi-
vostock, from T.os Angeles to San
Antonio, and from San Pedro to
Japanese ports

COVERING OF HATCHES.

Mr. Pilcher.—I want to ask you parti-
cularly with regard to the last voyage on
which you were in this vessel shortly
before you left here. Can you tell us, first
of all, about the hatch covers and tar-
pauling on the bunker hatch immediately
forward of the after bridge? What was
your practice, Mr. Gooch, with regard to
that particular bunker hatch?—Well, the
covering of that hatch was solely. in the
charge of the chief officer. The hatch
covers were in very good condition, as
were the tarpaulins.

By Mr. Pilcher.—In fine weather the
port side hatch was always left open for
ventilation. ;

We have heard that on some occasion

to go down through this hatch to get
galley coal?—I have not seen that, sir.
There was an entrance from the alleyway
into the bunker.

You personally don’t
about hatch covers being

anything
off that

know
left

1935

What method of lighting was provided
in the pumproom *—Only by hand electric
torches.

Would they be specially adapted for use
in tankers?—One of the ordimary hand
torches, sir.

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS ON BOARD.

Purther questioned by Mr. Pilcher,
witnesy said there were five extinguishers
on hoard. They were of the Mimimax
type.

_ Where were they kept?—They were in
different parts of the vessel,

~On July 29, 1934, there was a small
fire on board in the boiler-room?—VYes,

What was it due to?—It was due to
some sacking smouldering. The fire was
put out by the hosepipe and one fire
extinguisher was used in the stokehold.

After the five extinguisher was used do
you know if it was refilled?—The captain
saw they were all in working order again |
the day after,

The President.— We have heard he was‘

[a very careful and efficient officer,

Witness.—He was a very hard-working
man, and ' saw that everything was done
correctly or not done at all.”?

Mr. Pilcher asked about the steering
gear, and witness said that the steering
engine was situated aft and controlled by
the hydraulic telemotor from the bridge.
The steering cngine werked direct on the
quadrant,

So there were ne chain and rod of any
kind ?—Na. g

hatch for that purpose?—Not for firemen |

to get coal. I have never seen that done.

How many tarpaulins in your experience
were kept on that hatch?—I have seen
two. :

Can you tell us from your recollection
anything about their condition?—Well, in
very good condition, sir.

You said in fine weather it was the
custom to leave a cover off. ~What was
tho purpose for doing that?—For ventila-
tion. But in bad weather the covers were
all on and tarpaulins secured.

NO SERIOUS LEAKAGES.

The cross-hunker hatch, were covers
usually kept on that?—That bunker hatch
was always wedged down tight.
saw it open.

What would. - you say about . La
Crescenta?® Was she more or less subject
to shell leakages than the ordinary
tanker ?—In my experience nd more than
what you would experience on an ordinary
tanker of her age. There was nothing
serious about any of the leal

I want to ask you about ene particular
point which is within your department.
Can you tell us anything about the valve
on the settling tank which we heard
about; which is said to have been out of
order so that the settling tanks could not

<8,

| have been used for their proper purpose?

Will you tell us about that?—After leav-
ing Dundee in February, 1934, I noticed
one of the engineers pumping the settling
tanks up, and I asked him why he did nol
pump the tanks up separately. He told
me. one of the suction valves .on the star-
board tank was defective. We continued
to work under that condition, which made
no difference to ths supply of fuel to the
boilers. Both tanks were pumped up and
both discharged simolaneously.

That valve being defective, does that
mean it was always open’—Always open.
'Phe valve casing iself was in order.

During yeur last three voyages did your
hurners ever go out from any cause?—On
the last veyage, about two days before we
arrived at San Pedro, all the burners went
out.

What was the cause of that?Dirt in
the oils.

Answering further questions on this
subject, witness said that they opened the
filiers and found the gauze was breken
He patched the gavwze up until
arrived at San Pedro, and he the
new gauzes, but he ecould not s
were ever put m.  'The last e
the only occaston during which t)
wont out together. There was :
burners kept, and new ones we
as soon as one went eut.

they
ordered
if Hu":,
1ge was
burnc

stock o!
put in

| have bheen ealled in?—I would.

I never

As chief engineer, if there had heen
any failure in the steering gear you would
The steer-
| g gear was in fine condition. I never
(had any trouble with it,

THE AUXILIARY STEERING GEAR.

There is the quesfion of the auxiliary
steering gear. What type was provided?
—B8he was provided with hand steering
gear that werked direct on the control
valve of the steering engine and the
steering wheel! en the after bridge. I
tried it out, and saw it was in working
order. It was very simple to use. -
_ Witness added in reply te questions
from the President that the power for |
working the * hand ”’ steering gear was
really steam power. {

Mr. Pilcher.—Jf you lost steam in vour |
main boilers you would have no method |
of steering the vessel?__That is right,

Mr. Pilcher went over some of the |
questions put in by the Board of Trade.
Witness  said the boats and life-saving
appliances were m good condition. There
was a lifeboat drill every Saturday aHer-
nOoM.

i What abeut the lifebelts, and %0 on?—
[ They were in good econdition
of sufficient wnumber. The
{ machinery was in splendid
The pumps had been repaired by the

Jethlehem Steel Co., and after that they
never had any trouble with them. 'That
was done at San Pedre.

Witness said that he could get 20 tons
of fresh water out of the evaporator, and
that was sufficient. ¥t was ample. There
was a shortage of water at Kobe, and
they could mever get supplies until late
at night, when alf the cafes were shut.
The wireless in the vessel was in goed
condition, He never heard of any trouble
with it.

The President.—But if the
went, the wireless went?—Yes.

Mr. Pilcher.—That would leave you
with the battery set for the wireless?—
Yes.

Did you ever hear of this battery set
being used ?—MNot while I was there.

AMOUNT OF BUNKERS,
My. Hayward.—Do you remember any

dispute as to the amownt of bunkers on
the 1934 voyage to Batoum?—No.

Did you tell the eaptain there was a
certain quantity when there were 18 tons
more?—} do mobt remember anything
about. that.

It is not-unusual for a chief engineer
to keep wmnofficial reserves for 'himself?

The President.—~Well,’ this must depend

the relatienship between the master

d the chief engineer.

i Mr. Hayward.—As you please, my lord.

Witness; said he also kept oil in the
{mﬂ'onlum for Feserve purposes:

The engineers had Lﬁn\ir hands ‘full_en
hat ship >—VYey, there was plenty of work.

and
propelling
condifion.

gangway




The vessel was Irequently only i pors

very short time?—That 1s so. It
“took eight hours to load.
ineers were working
and night? sometimes,

Mr. Hayward then referred to
afidavit from Mr. Hubert Garry
ex-third engineer of La Crescenta).
| letter was read from Garry, dated
[ November 21, 1934, just before the ship
v on her fatal voyage. He wrote a
‘!‘z tter to his father, who was an engincer
[ in a ship in India.

* BAMSHACKLE TUB.”

« This is a proper old ramshackle tub,”
he wrote “But I am getting good
experienee for my ticket here, as far as
running repairs and breakdowns are con-
cerned, 'There is nothing the matter with
the main engmes, but it is all the
auxiliaries and 101 other things.”
| The President.—Do you think what this
| man wrote was untrue?—Everything was
put in order by the Bethlehem Steel Co.
Another part of the letter explained the
novel 77 job of getting a rivet into a
plate under water with a cork floating
on top. Wooden plugs were put into the
| rivet holes, satd the letter.

[ Mr. Hayward (reading from a letter)
| said, *“ We had a fire in the stokehold
| about half-way across the Pacific. It was
[ vetting a good hold but we managed to
t it under control aftec about half-an-
our. Most of the time wasg spent finding
s of hose. A further passage stated:
“ We tried to work the extinguishers, but
| only one would work.”

| Mr. Hayward (to the witness)
| you see any fire extinguishers work
One, that was all that was used.

for a
cenerally

And the eng day
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Has the use of the evaporator any sub-,

itial effect en the oil consumption or
~Very slight.

| novs

As to boats and life-saving apphanees,
you say they were in good comdition. Did
you ever get ingide of them?—I was never
in them, I saw inside of them.

Do you, for example, know what a Bfe-
boat is supposed to carry?—No.

At sea the pumpreom is not mermally
in use 1 take it?—When the ship is loaded
with oil the pumproom is not used.

So far as yeur use of it wag concerned,
[ suppose it was confined mainly to da;
light hours. You never had any cause
jto go into the pumproom with a terch?—
{ Not at all.

FILTERS CLEANED EVERY WATCH.

Answering further questions by Alr.
Hayward, the witness sard that the filters
were cleaned every wateh, and oceastonally
the filters were full of filthy matter.

The President guestioned witness about
the records of the master and the chief
engineer working on replacing rivets in
the ship.

Is it usual for a
ineer to de this?—Ne,
al thing.

Mr. Vere Hunt.—Se if the ship was
carrying enough staff in the engine-room
there would be mno mneed for borrowing
deck hands?—No need.

This shows that there were not enough
men in the engine-room?—That is the
case.

Did you have enough spare parts?—Yes,
for the main engines, but not for the
auxiliaries.

Is the Weir pump impertant?—Yes.

If that pump goes out of order the
engines stop?—No, not necessarily.

** 1t seemed to be certain that the root
of the trouble was the unsatisfactory
| condition of the pumps, and they got
worse and worse,”’ was the remark im
another letter by the captain.

To Mr., Vere Hunt, witness said he
thad mo moment of anxiety on the ship.
All repairs were easily dealt with.
My, Naisby.—Can you give us an idea
about how miuch you used the evaporater
in this vessel every day?—It was used
about 10 hours a day,

Answering further guestions by Mr.
Naisby, the witness said that the gamgway
from the bridge to the flying bridge was i
good condition.

The President.—Supposing there wag a
fire in the stokehold, was there any means
{on the upper deck for cutting off the oil
{ from the burners?—Oh, yes.

i FIRE APPLIANCES,

chief
not a

and
18

master
it

=]

i The President.—In the engine-ream and
| the stokehold what appliances had you for
{ ighting fire if it happened P—In the stoke-
{hold there was a hox of sand and fwe
| fire extinguishers, and in the engine-reom
were fire extinguishers and a hesepipe.

What was your hosepipe attached to?—
‘The general service pump.

tof one ship.

June 19,

Something was said abouf gas. Had
you any gas masks on board ?—None that
I knew of.

In 1932 what was the number of the
engine-room staff —Four engineers, three
firemen and a dayman ; a donkeyman and a
pumpman, and two greasers.

In 1934 what would your engine-room
staff congsist of 7—Four engineers, pump-
man, donkeyman, two greasers and three
firemen.

The dayman was dropped ?—Yes,

Answering questions by the President
with regard fo the master working on
leaky rivets, the witness replied that that
would ordinarily be attended to by the
chief officer, and generally it weuld he
done by the seamen,

Mr. George Henry Gunning, examined

i by the Bolicitor-General, said that he had

been 15 years in tankers with the exception
¢ He joined La Crescenta in
July, 1930, as third officer, and left her
because she was laid wp at Fowey on

THE BUCKLING,
Did you ever netice any buckling of the

| deck plating P—Yes, on the starboard side

i
\
:
’,
;

|

questions that the

abaft amidships the plates were buckled.
This eccurred when the ship was in ballast,
but when in a loaded eondition these plates
always straightened out again.

Did you attach any importance to it7—
I had no fears sbout it. I have me
seen it occuy
been in.

I suppose you encountered an amount
of bad weather during the course of the
voyages? When the seas broke over the

vessel did they break against the fore-
part of the after bridg) with some fovece

or not?—With quite a foree, because ib
was a vory short distanee from the water.
The actual freeboard of that part of the
ship it very small.

Was that part of the ship dirty in bad
weather ?—Yes, in the regien of the after
bridge.

Replying to Mr. Hayward, the witnes
said that in a forward sea she was rather
sluggish in moving.

Mr. Ronald Radford Fletcher, giving
evidence, said that he served in La
Crescenta from May, 1929, to September,
1931, as .apprentice. He rejomed La
Crescenta as an A.B. at Sunderland after
she had lLeen undergoing some repairs,
and remained in her three months.

Replying to questions by Mr. Huant, he
said that he had noticed buckling amid-
ships. He did not recollect en jeining
about the buckling at all.

Mr. Naisby.—Did you have on beard
several notices im red and black lettering
warning the crew as to the danger of
smoking ?—Yes, sir. ¥ think there were
four altogether.

Did you have printed notices in mess-
roems and in your ewn cabin?—Qh, yes.

WIRELESS SATISFACTORY,

M:. John Reynolds, a wireless surveyor
in 1 ¢ employ of the General Post Office,
in bis evidence said he was appointed to
survey wireless telegraph installation on
behalf of the Board of Trade. He saw the
vessel in Milford Haven on October 12,
1933, and again on November 20, 1933, at
Swansea. The dynamo wasn’t working at
Milford Haven, but was working when he
saw her at Swansea.

The Solicitor-General.—bD
he conclusion she had satisfactory wireless
v pparatus ?—Satisfactory in every way.
The witness added in veply to further
range of the transmit-
ting apparatus was, he estimated; between
250 to 400 miles, depending on the con-
ditions, i

Mr. Hubert Malcolm Rogers, the
marine superintendent for the owners,
examined by the Solicitor-General, said
that Mes Harris and Dixon at one
time had 20 vessels rumming. He was
entirely responsible for the wpkeep of the
vessels. He was satisfied that things be
thought ought to be done were done. Al
steel deck vessels buckled in hot weather.
There was mo sevious buckling to show
any serious weakness in the strueture of
the ship.

The Solicitor-General. —It wa
serions matter ?—Ne.

id you eome to

not a

Ver |
in any other ship I have|

THE BROKEN VALVE.
As to the suction valves from settling
tanks. That vaive broke in. July ?—J# was

reported to me in July. I
that 1t was not u 5
riot mentioned on the chief
repair hist. I went on board
chester, and nothing was said to e
1t It went out of my memary.
The 'Solicitor-General.—Mr. €ooch fook |
the view that it eid not make muech |
difference Bo you Yes, to |
certain extent. I have ships to-day that
have no settling tanks. As a statutory
requirement the tanks were nob essential.

Were the settling tanks without this
valve a source of danger in not taking
water eut of oil, and perbaps putting
fires out?—No. The water would he
drained out of the tanks. There would
be no danger of the fires going out. The
burners could be blown out aund new
burners would be fitted.

La Crescenta likely to get water
naces without setthing tanks?—The
enta was better without settling
as she was used. Otherwicte, sett-
hing tanks were useful. It was impessible
for the ship to lose her head at sea by
water getting into the furnaces..

am to blame
e good, but it was|

a3

€x neer

Maun

about
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With regard to fire extinguishers., Hew
many were fitted 7—FEleven, minima 2-gal
size, Board of Trade pattern.

8 ient?—Neo, it was not.

a tanker blown up. 1 saw

v Cardiff. TFive men were killed

and the ship was torn to pieces. o I

increased the fire appliances to 25.
Witness said that anyone striking a
mateh in the pumproom with the gas that

might he athered there could produce
a great explosion. He never heard there
watg a risk with a portable toreh,

Thousands of torches were used in tankers
every day. But in the case of dangerous
conditions a special torech was provided,
and one of these was on La Crescenta,

REPAIRS ABRGAD.

Were 200 rivets repaired at Kobe—was
this usual?—Quite wusual. These over-
hauls of tankers cost thousands of pounds,
But leaky rivets on tanker are
ag dangerous as they are on a eargo ve 1,
Every tanker manager knowe that. I sent
some spares to the ship by aeroplane to
Port Said. We never spared any expe

not

ihad regular everhanls in great detail
i Mr. Gooch had a free hand to put every-
thing right, and he was. a first-elass
engineer.

_engines were excellent, as they had heen

had plenty of money and time, and was in
'ahsolutely perfectly good order wight
throughout.

! wife with regard to Mr. Sydney Graham,

on repairs and renewals, There was ver
little time to overhaul in port. But we

The Selicitor-General (referring to the
repairs at Sunderland in 1932). —Can you
give us a general statement as teo the eon-
dition of the vessel at Sunderland?—As
far as the boilers were concerned, they
could not have been better, and they were
complimented on their condition. ‘The

repaired and reconditioned. There were
also new foundations. In fact, the whele |
repairs cost about £10,000. All the tubes
were taken out, the condensers and ajk the
pumps opened out, and the rndder reeon-
ditioned. Every part of that vessel has

In answer to further questions, the wit-
ness said the repairs were earried oub
between April and September, 1932, which
was about two years before she was lost

CAPTAIN AND LOADING.

The Solicitor-General then read extracts
from letters sent by the captain to s

saying that he must load the ship te take
a full cargo and 1,000 tons ef bunkers,
and in another letter the master states:
“ 1 wished to goodness I had sent that
Jetter as I first wrote it before showing
it to Mr. Rogers.

Mr. Rogers, in exj
like you gentlemen to kmow that 1 h:we‘_
known this captain since he was a lad, |
and followed his earcer right through, and |
they were all very fond of him. He was
a splendid mate, but he never got the
mentality of a master—in fact he was stall

mate. As a shipmaster he thought of
the most. silly things a shipmaster would
never cxperience af thinking,

aining, said.—1 would |

€




: He used the day-reom as an oifice, angd
m that room was a typewriting machine
I was up there with him, and he seemed
vexed about something, and he '
2 letter. He gaid ‘ That 1 1at [ oam
gomg to send to the own Later, he
gaid: ‘‘ I shall load my ship properly, hut
will not overload my ship for anybody
I want to make it quite clear.”’ § :
t  Proceeding, he (Mr. Rogers)
replied : ““ My dear Upstill, you don’t know
i what carge you are going to load. 1 did
t hear you might be able to load to Indian
summer marks.” As a matter of fact, the
mepectors at B

ship can get

> was typing

gaid he

mm are g0 exact that no
with overloading. VYou
cannot write to an owner accusing him of
asking you to overload your ship. 1t i
positive insult; you would pr bly get

telegram back and get the sack. You must
remember you are a shipmaster, and
that you cannot write te an ewner like

that.”
VULNERABILITY OF FLYING BRIDGE.
fiyin

5 g

Selicitor-General
| valnerable part of
never any serious
bridge dur

bridge a
ln" e
he

to 1 ying
he knew of it

he had told
was drawing 2{t

1ig the

Witness added tha
Hearmden that the sk

more than she ought to do, and her bilge
keels and rudder were damaged ; and that
he said he could not see the ship put down
by another foot under the new I lme

rules,

Then witness said that he had been told
he had to take the new freeboard wh
he liked it or not. As he was a bit of a
fighter he objected. It was impossible to
alter the whole ship at il
her re
yules,

Witness said it was quite normal for
owners to tell the captain to ea out no
repairs in California, because he was
expected to all the repairs dome in
Japan.

You stated you h
pay for these repa

President.—The ins
for these?.

What amount?The underwriters paid
£9.000 and the owners paid £1,000.

Mr. H rd.—Does ip deterior
when Jaid up for 12 months?—
she is looked after

Do know the cost ef la
About £800 a year for a ship

t time to make
dy for the mew tanker freeboard

d plently of money to

company paia

SAILORS A CARELESS CLASS.
Piscussing the
witness satd to M
might have been lig
by a sailor. He had

chances of an explosion,

Hayward that a match
ted 1n the pumpre
at respect for all
classes, but when it came to 2
question of their own lives there were no
: gs a class of men in the world.
They would often rather have a cigarette.

Mr, Vere Hunt.—Do you decide how
many men this ship is to carry m the
engine-room >—Under consultation with
the owners, yes,

Do you authorise the number of engine-
room hands to be carried >—Quite right.

Do you think this ship carried sufhicient
engime-room hands on the last voy
IIU.

Do you think there are enough hands in
the engine-room when the chief engineer
has to get two or three sailors from the
deck to work in the engine-room?—The
linen  are there to do as they are told,
twhether they are ¢
hands.

Questioned further abont the workmg
'of A.B.s on the ship, witness said that
if the men were loyal to him they would
work anywhere in the ship they were told
to

Tt

tk - or

As marine superintendent do neot the
auntk of hands come through your
authortty—the hands on deek 7—1It s
agreed x.qmn by the captain and owners
I have no knowledge of the dec k hands

I What is the name of the man in youvr
lﬁt‘m who decides?—It would be My,
Holland, head of that department, and
Mp., Sydney Graham an the 3
| directors. :
‘ The Court  adjou
| morning,.

d until this
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