lletal, oth., Africa.

2lst kay, 1930,

e lsarn hers that the s,s, "Hurtress", belonging to the

Governmont South Africa, ha- been in serious trouble at Sirgapore,

irga her cargo of Rice ard go into drydock

to v ears here ‘hat wher she left

Coal, her collision bulkhead was

ina room bulkhead w s also leaking, and that

ccount of
L0 A.L :'
present trouble may be

go of rice, Yhe Hulls, of course, are

her
of couth Africa run that risk themseives; the
run b:\" the }{ail.éf:xf.ﬁ;%, which are also Governmert owned.
chat wi‘th Mpr, ~e~--, Gurveyor here, and he tells me that he
Railway Administration are not anxious for his services in cornection
i

hey can avoid it, He tells me .hat the s,s, "Aloe"

a oracked plate, which he found tliex bhed repaired bv putting a

same, without notifving hinfbr nﬁzzirr hin in, He called

i

1

the Port Captain on the subjeot @ ar®@@¥as told by him that the




RO el

ship was Government property, and that they could do wiih her as they

liked.  Mr. ==--- said, "Oh yes, that is all very well, but you mus
understand that, if you do this kind of thing, in the event of your |
steamers carrying general caréo for other people instead of Government |
cargo, you may one day get into serious trouble, as, in the event of ’
any repairs being needed to the hull of any of vour steaﬁers, the same

should be certified by me",

These steamers are .he s.s. "Huntress", 5.5. 'Alo0
and s.s. "Brica", and they have been used by the Gofernmant for bringi;?
6argoes of Railway oleeper> fron Australia, being Govarnmeht property,
and are generally chartered outwards from here for cargoes of Coal. Ite

_now seems that the Government are going in for Steel Jleepers inétead
of Wooden Sleepers, and they are consequently finding difficulty in
getting cargo for their steamers to Sovth Africa, and are interféring
with the regular Lines bringing cargoes of Rice &c, to Africa, Mauritius
and Reunion from the Far East. This being the case, naturally we want
to see that they at least keep their steamers in good order and
conditioﬁ, and in all their way> should be on the same footing as the

regular Lines,

I do not know who the cargo Underwriters are im the

case of the s.s. "Huntress", but as there will, no doubt, be a very




heavy General Average to be settled, I thought it as well to giie you

the facts, as they have come to my knowledge.

You could, no doubt, arrange to let any Lloyd's
Underwriters know what I have written, should ther be interested im

the cargo.




