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Private and Confidential.

ie learn here that the s.s."Huntress", belong-

inz to the Government of South Africa has been in serious trouble

&LO
at Singapore, where she has had to discharge her cargo of Rice,

and go into drydock for thorough repairs. 1t has come to my

ears here, that when she left this port in January with a cargo

oal, tH=t her collision bulkhead was leaking, &nd that the

enginé room bulkhead was also 1eaking, and that she was delayed
loading her cargo coal op account of necessary repairs. No men-
tion of this was made to Lloyds' Surveyor, and it looks as if the
cause of the present trouble may be that the vessel was not in a
fit state to load her cargo of rice. The Hulls, of course,
are not insurecd, gy the Union of South Africa run ﬁhat risk them-
gelves: the steamers being run by the Railways, which arelalso

1 . - 1 -
Govermicnt ownede. I had & chat with Mr. Boyle, e Surveyaréo

A y‘gﬂ ’"»"f {1‘-:; ‘
hére, an ¢ tells me that he finde the Railway Administration are

not anxioug for his services, in cont€ction With repairs for

classification purposes, if they can Bvoithit. He tellas me, that
. > me,
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£ L.a.“hlioe“ had a cracked plate, which he found they had
repaired by putting & patch over same, without notifying him or
calliing him in. He called to see the Port Captain on the
and was told by him that the ship was Government property,
they could do with her as they liked. ¥r. Boyle said
that is all very well, but you must unuérstund that if you
do this kind of tning, in the event of your steamers carrying
general cargo for other people, instead of Govermment cargo, you may
one day get into serious trouble, as in the event of any repairs
being needed to the hull of any of your steamers the same shoﬁ}d be
tified by me" -
These speamers are the s.s."Huntress", s.s.“Alfoe"
and s.s."Ericae", and they have beecn used by the Government for
of Railway Sleepers from australia being Govern-
and are generally chartered outwards from here for
1t now seems that the Government are going
Sleepers instead of Vooden Slegpers, and they are
consequently finding difficulty in getting cargo for their steamers
are 1ntcrfer1ng w1th the rebular Tlnes bringing

: - “fﬁ“““’ .
of Rice etc., to Africa from the Far Hast: This being the’
f

outh Africa, and

urally we want to see that they at least keep their steamers

An :
and condition, andfall their ways should be on the

the regular Lines.
I do not know wWho thc cargo Underwri ters are

MHuntress", but & thége will, no doubt, be
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HUNTRESS.—Singapore, Apr. 10.—South
African Government steamer Huntress
will have to discharge and must go ‘into
dock for repairs to hull.

HUNTRESS. — Singapore, Apr. 17. — |
Steamer  Huntress, cargo  rice - Require |
renew frames beams deep tank, renew |
forward bulkhead. Must be dischsrged
drydock thorough examination. Cargo,
apparently in good condition,—Lloyd"s
Agent per Salvaga Accani-dit. - 3

HUNTRESS,—Singapore, May 1.—Steamer |
Huntress: All the cargo has been dis-
charged. ' Cargo in good condition —
Lloyd’s Agents per Salvage Association.

HUNTRESS. — Singapore, June 4 —
Steamer  Huntress sailed on May 31.--
Lloyd’s Agent per Salvage Association.
(See issue of Apr. 11)
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