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L0SS OF THE SS. “CHRISTINA  FRASER
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 The Court of Marine Inquiry held at Sydney on the thirty-first day of July,
1933, and first, second, third, and fourth days of August. 1933, before JaMEs WiLLiam
MarcoLm Lamvraw, Esquire, Chief Stipendiary Magistrate, assisted by Captain G. B.
Mercer., and Messts. J. Anperson, and C. W. J. BarkeRr, Assessors, delivered the
following decision relative to the presumed loss of the British steamer Christina Fraser.

9. Mr. F. P. Evans appeared for the Director of Navigation; Mr. F. O.
Essworta for the Owners of the s.s. Christing Fraser ; Captain W. G. LAWRENCE for
the Merchant Service Guild of Australasia; Mr. H. H. Marstanp for the Australian
Institute of Marine and Power Engineers; Mr. R. M. Stonnam for the relatives of
Mr. R. D. McPherson ; and Mr. J. Jounsoxn for the Seamen’s Union of Australia.

JOHN K. DAVIS,
Director of Navigation.
Melbourne, 8th August, 1933.

: STATEMENT OF CASE.

This case relates to the disappearance of the British steamship Christina Fraser whilst on voyage
from Bulli, New South Wales, to Geelong, Victoria, with a cargo of coal.

The Christing Fraser, Official No. 152012, was a single screw steamship, built at Aberdeen,
Scotland, in 1925, gross tonnage heing 716, net tonnage 299, length 182.2 feet, breadth 28.1 feet, depth
14,3 feet, and was owned by R. W. Miller and Company, Sydney.

The vessel was built to Lloyd’s classification requirements, and was classed 100 Al in that
Classification Society at the time of the disappearance, having undergone No. 2 Survey at Syduey,
New South Wales, during this current year, 1933.

The Christing Eraser left Bulli Jetty for Geelong about 8 p.m. on Thursday, 22nd June, 1933, and
is stated to have anchored off the Jetty for about an hour, presnmably for the purpose of clearing up -
the decks prior to proceeding on her voyage. : ‘

At the time of departure from Bulli, the vessel is stated to have loaded about 729 tons of coal .
and 9 tons of bunker coal. .

S0 About § a.m. on Friday, 23rd June, 1933, the vessel was seen oft Burrewarra Point, New South
Wales, by the steam trawler Durraween. Burrewarra Point is about 100 miles south of Bulli, and the
spead of the vessel up to that point would be slightly over 8 knots. ¥ nid

o I’t has heen stated that the vessel was in company with the s.s. Koranui off Gabo Island Li ht
during the night of Friday-Saturday, 23rd-24th June, the Koranui losing sight of the Christina Fraser .
during & heavy squall af about 1.50 a.m., Saturday, 24th June. : S

¥ 3% i By et 3 ) < ’1 15
ivi Uonsequent upon the non-arrival of the vessel at her port of destination, Geelong, Victoriag ani)
intensive search was carried out both by air and by ses, but no trace of the vessel has since been foundsioit:

The Christina Fraser was under the command of John Walsh Queen, the total complemeént of
persons on boagd at the time of the vessel's disappearance being seventeen. The vessel has presumably

been lost with all hands.
COPY OF DEOISION OF COURT.
Ix tue Court of Marixe INquiry, Sypyey, New Sourn WALES. :
In taE MATTER OF AN INQUIRY as to the presumed loss of the s.s. Christina Fraser.

Tun Gouver, having carefully inquired as to the said presumed loss : '
Fiyps the following answers to the questions submitted for ifs consid




Ouestion 4.—What was the des amount of the eargo carried on the voyage !

) 1on and

Answer 4.—T29 tons small coal. ’
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We conicur 1n the above decision

JAMES ANDERSON, [
{ssessor .

CLAUDE W. J. BARKER,

q
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Printer. Melbourne;




