CoOFrs

Singapore, 7th Fabruary, 1902.

. The Secratary,

Lo The Salvage Association,

19, Birechin Lane,
LONDON, E.C,

DO“Y' S:‘. .", %"!
S.S. "TNDRASAMHA®, ;

We are in receipt or your favour of 10th January, contents
of whish have our attention.

From suhsequent telagrams and lettars vou will have
learned that this has turned out to he a very serious case, and
one involving questions of considerable diffienltv and delicany,

We eonTirm our ecahle of vesterday, in whieh we gave 7o
the present uosition. Surveyor's reports are not vet completad,
S0 w8 Are unable to forward copies by this mail,

As indicatad in our last, there has bean considerable
diffionity exparianced, both by ourselves and &gents or the steamer,
in getting Survevaors +o put on paper what they really did think
about the case, Lloyd's Survever shelters himself behind his
Instructions, which state that e 18 not required to state the
canse nf any damage, merely to recommend repairs and sea that thev
are carried out. The report of Mr, Fittbck, formerly TLlovd's
Survernr here, and quite the most éxperienced Surveyor here, amounts
to giving "struetural waaknass" as the rnause. Ve undnrs*and that
the Captain 18 of opinion that +he riveting is had, Hg} Lbéltéitfock.
while admitting, in conversation, that t.e riveting 1a|'eoar37f. :
maintaing that 4t 1s sound enough, and a4 the dumaiolggﬁégi;jafaggggISTE}F
Of Which about 5,000 will have to come ous; I8 diie +q (4 Merms (O
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"panting” under s%ress of heavy weather : he is further of opinion
that this panting was due to the construetion of the ship. He
daacribps her as "wall-sided"” and "elub-footed", and considers that
for a vessel of har size and shape she has an insufficient number
of beams and stringers in the forahold. He is of opinion that if
repairs wera confined to making good the riveting the same thing
would hapoen again the first time she met with heavy weather. He
recommands that the forehold be temporarily strengthened with
hardwood heams, and the damaged riveting made good.

You have, on previous occasions, askad us to frasly express
our own opinions on matters of this sort, but in this case the
considerations involved are so highly technical that we hardly see our
way to do so. We may mention, however, that we have unofficially
consulted the best technical authorities in the place, and that on
the whola thev support the "structural weakness" theorv. We regret
that we are not at liherty to mention names.

We shall no doubt hear from von again shortly.

We are, Dear Sirs,
Yours faithrfully,

(Signed) 8Syme & Co.

Lloyd’s R
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