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A statutory declaration by
Gill ‘Falconer, - of _Nelson Terrace,
Stockton-on-Tees, was put in by the
Solicitor-General. Falconer  stated
that he held a first-class Board of
I'rade certificate competence as a
wrine engineer, and for mnearly 34
he had served in vessels of the
Pool Shipping Company, Ltd., or the
Ropner Shipping: Company, Ltd. ¥or
28 ye cted as chief engineer
pers.  His requirements
for repairs or renewals in the engine-
room department, or any supplies he
micght have nec 1, were promptly and
fully attended to. He served as chief
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PUMPS NO TROUBLE
In recard to -allegations
the witness Marlow at the :previous
hearing, Falconer stated that
i the Millpool had two bilge pumps, one
['ballast pump and a bilge injection.
| Marlow had :said that there was con-
| tinual trouble with the pumping
| arrangements, and that the pump lines
were continually requiring to be
| patched with red lead and canvas. ‘I
| can only say with regard to this that
[ was not troubled in this way while
I was chief engineer of the Millpool,”
stated Falconer. “1 had no more
| difficulty in this respect than I have |
with any other steamer.” Marlow had |
stated that the pump had to be used
{on the bilges for over eight hours
| daily. If he referred to the hold bilges,
| this was entirely contrary to Kal-
| coner’s experience. If he referred ito
the engine-room bilges, this was a con-
[ ‘tinuous operation on every ship.
‘ There was never occasion to attend |
i to ashes in the bilges The engine-
room skylights we certainly not
broken when he joined the ship or
during the time he served in her. He
could not understand the point which
| Marlow made that a lot of water came
into the engine-room from ‘the service
pipes, hecause all the water used for
cooling from the service pipes neces-
sarily discharged into the bilges. Dur-
ing the time he was in the ship the
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| culty, while he was in the ship, in
keeping the bilges clear of water.
ALFrED PavninG, of the Anchorage,

Scholes Park Avenue, Hmn'b()rou;_{h.l
master mariner, said that he joined |
| the Millpool as chief mate in Novem- |
| ber, 1928. During a voyage from |
Fowey to Portland they experienced |
weather .of .a -violently tcmp(-s(,nmnl
character, and the Millpool behaved |
vonderfully. ~She was a particulanly
oood sea boat.  Marlow’s statement |
was the first he had heard of the |
engine-room deadlights being broken.
They may have been cracked during
the “tempestuous weather, but even
that Pauling did not recollect as hav-
ing been the case, and it certainly
would not have allowed copious water
to go down into the engine-room. It

| Messrs.

ner,

would he untrue to say that any of the |

| deadlichts were absent.

Pauling did not agree with Marlow’s |
omplaints that there was an undue |
amount of water in the hold bilges. |
Tron caps, not wood plugs. were used !

the sounding pives.  During the|
of the time he had been in
dopner’s _steamers he had
never had occasion to complain that
anv of his reguirements had not been

fully. and promptly dealt with.

VESSEL’S BEHAVIOUR IN BAD WEATHER
Declarations were also put in from
Charles Taylor, master mari-

of - Granville Avenue, West

Hartlepool, and Walter O’Dair, iof

Park Road, West Hartlepool. "Taylor

stated that he joined the Millpool as

master in September, 1931. He went
on to describe passages when the
weather conditions were unfavourable
and the Millpool behaved very well.

The only occasion on which he had

trouble with the steering gear was

when the shaft broke after the vessel
had left the River Plate. Many of the
hatch covers. were remewed when the

vessel underwent her second No. 3
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broken. In the majority of cases
neglect, the skylight not being
secured and when the vessel rolled it
fell back. The bilge sounding pip¢
had metal caps.
REASON FOR WOODEN PLUGS

“'We carried plu
said Richardson. ‘' It is the prac |
in every steamer, and these are used |
in some ports where the natives have |
4 habit of stealing these metal caps.” ‘

Erxest MoWinniam stated that he|
obtained master’s certif in |
November, 1929. He joined the Mill
pool as chief officer in January, 1930, |
and remained in her until February. |
1931. always found the Millpool |

was

also wooden

his

He
a gmni sea boat.

Tl SOLICITOR-GENERAT Did
have difficulty with the ports in the |
firemen’s forecastle on one voyage?—|
We had heavy weather and the ports|
and deadlights on the starboard side |
were smashed in. |

Plucs were put in the ports only /in |
bad weather, They were taken out as
s00M the vessel ran into
weather.

Lord MERRIVALE :
state of her pumps?
recollect they were
working order. |

Nothing special about them in re-|
spect  to antiguity? Nothing, my |
Lord. They were good working pumps |
suitable for the ship at that time. I
never found any difficulty in getting |
any water jumped out when necessary. |

SURVEYORS' EVIDENCE

CHARLES A. :MILLER, & Lloyd’s |
Register surveyor, said he conducted |
a survey in respect of damage sus-|
tained by the striking a
merged object, and also as a commence
ment .of the second No. 3
survey.

Mr. Haywarp: In your report ‘
regard to present ¢ ndition of various|
points you put ¢ good 7’ P—That i
right.

The condition of the mast and yards
in this case would be ascertained from
the dec f P—Yes.

And the standing
—Yes.

ALEXANDER STEPHENSON,
Register surveyor, said ‘he
the  Millpool for . the completion of |
her second No. 3 special survey. On
TJune 23 he signed the report in con-
nection with the continuance of hei
loadline certificate. |

Mr. Haywarp asked whether he
knew that three days after the com-
pletion %of the survey the steering gear
had to be repaired . at sea. Mr. |
CrpraEssoN said he did ot know
until he heard at the inquiry. He
pointed out that the repairs might he
of a minor kind such as might have to
be carried out at any time. |

Other Lloyd’s Register
ATEXANDER UNWIN and
Hecror  Frazer, then put
ments to surveys carried
them.
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, chief ship surveyol
Llovd's Register, said that he had con- |
sidered the report made by Mr
Stephenson with recard to what load-
line the vessel should have under the
1989 Act. . ** We considered Mr
Stephenson’s report was very satisfac-
forv 2 he said, . < The particiiars ¢
‘\ul;pli(-d were such as we could accept
under the provisions of the 1932 Act.
Mr. Watt added that important fea-
| tures of this survey were height and
strencth ofithateh covers.

Jorx Tavior FixprAy, a
Register surveyor. submitted
ments in connection with a
carried out in June. 1934.

Tord MerrivaLE: When a vessel has
been laid ap for two years what do
vou do to satisfy yourself about the

achinery?

Mr. Fixpray: T don’t ask for any

achinery to be opened up.

What do you do—inspect

i | the outside?—Y¥es.

Do vou seé any 'of lit at work ?-—Yes.
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| Millpool by a firm of valuers. ‘A
| Oct. 2-3 they would consider her valug
£6500, provided she was in good sea-
| worthy condition and fully equipped.
Mr. Haywarp then made a prot
to the Court that certain documents
r which had called on the pre-
[ vious day had not yet been produced.

‘.l(’

[f it is to be the sort of discovery
is to get I must consider and ask
your Lordship what steps I -should
iake !’ said Mr. Hayward. ¢ In th
last o I had great difficulty, and
not until about the tenth day of t

inquiry were the vo

3 ld'V‘lﬁ{f_\ pro-

aucec.

My, MitLer said, ‘1t was not until

last Friday that we were asked fo
any documents. 1f Mr. Hayward will
specify more particularly the docu-

he requires Lwill see that every

will be made to glve them TO
later st Mr. HAYWARD sai(
he had been g explanations 1n
rocard to the matter and he was satis-

1
fied that every effort would be made.

Mr. Hayward then called witnesses
on behalf of the trade unions which he
represented.

THE FIREMEN'S QUARTERS

FREDERIK JANSEN said he had been
coing to sea since 1894. He was 1m
the fillpool as earpenter ‘from
January, 1932, until May, 1932, and
made two voyages. His quarters and
those ,of the boatswain were not so

bad, but there were very bad condi-
tions in the sleeping quarters of the
firemen, There was glass in every port,
but some of the glasses were cracked.
When the ship was loaded they had to
put wooden plugs in. These plugs
were put in before they left port. The:|
firemen had only an oil lamp burning

night and  day. In regard to the
wooden hatch _covers, some of them

were not exactly in a bad condition,
but they were not good either.
TrEDERICK CHARLES LEWIS said e
signed as fireman in the Maillpool in
January, 1932. The stokehold was 1m
a bad condition—plates all broken up.

The scrum hoxes got full from time
to time owing to coal and ashes get-
ting down - there. The firewen’'s

quarters were very bad. Every port-
hole was - deadlighted when she wa
loaded ship, with the result that they
Liad to use an -oil lamp.  The chain
pipe went through their quarters and
mud and rust were deposited. i

Mr. Mrmrer suggested that ashes
often got ;into bilges, and LEwIs
replied, ¢ In port, yes but I don’t
remember it hdppening at sea before.”’

Jomx HANsoN said that he served in
the Millpool as a seaman in June, 1934.
After the voyage he could have gone
back in the Millpool if he had wished.

Mr. Havwasp: Why did you not
go hack ?-—I did nat wish to go back. |
Qhe was just ‘an old wreck, that -was
all. |

'The angle irons of the trunk deck |
were rusty, ‘he said. They could not |
use chipping hammers, just scrapers.
When they got the rust off they wer
¢ just like bits of tin.”

“ An A.B was sweeping
with a broom.” said Hanson.
was a big piece of scale on
He tried to knock this off
broom, and the hroom made
the side of ‘the ship.”

Lord Mernivarne: In the hull of the
ship?—Yes, in the hull of the ship.

The hole would be about two square
inches in size,  he -added, It was |
patched ‘with two pieces of iron and
rubber washers.

Mr. Mmrer pointed out that such a

the deck
¢ There |
the side.
with the |
a hole in |

patch would be: easy to see. The inci-
dent was said to have happened in
J €
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Aungust, but the list of repairs to the
vessel at West Hartlepool in Septem-
her made no mention of it

Joux Raymonp SwaxsoN said
served in the Millpool as an A.B. from ‘
June. 1934, until August, 1934. The
forepeak was very rusty, » said. They |

he

were not allowed ‘to use chipping
hammers on it.  The deck above his
quarters was very leaky. He ther
described the occasion on which = he
holed the side of the ship with
broom. He did not sign again in the
Millpool. *He “did not like her,” he
said.

Mr. Minier: Thirteen of your ship-
mates signed again. They must have
had a different idea of the condition
of the ship?—I suppose they must.

CONDITION OF THE STOKEHOLD

ALEXANDER STARK said he signed as
fireman in the Millpool in June, 1934.
The stokehold plates were all bent, he
said. |

Mr. Haywarp: Did any coal
through these plates >—Coal and every-
thing went through them.

¢ The bhilge pumps were continually

going.” he said. Tverything in the
stokehold was a mass -of rust. When
we -left the Tyne you could not sta 1
in the stokehold because lumps of
rust were falling down.”” On one occa-
| sion. he said. he was going to use a

| heavier hammer for chipping a part 0
| the ship, but the second engineer said;

| ¢ You had hetter put that down. You
a hole throngh there.”’
to

| will knock He¢
| once dropved some tackle on the
k. and it knocked a hole tl
eight or 'mine

hole was
square

Asked why
¢« Because 1 thought it was a
men.’

Mr. r pointed out that it was
not unusual for bilge pumps to }
working continuously. In regard to
the hole said by ‘Stark to have been
made in the deck by tackle, there was
no mention of such a matter in the list
of repairs carried out.

The inguiry was
to-day.

left the ship, he said
coffin fo1
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he

adjourned until




