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{ Dear Sir,
"Millpool"

We think you may be glad to have from us a short
report of this Inquiry so far as it has gones It has now been
in progress for three days during which time Mr, W.L. McNair
and we ourselves have been in attendance, as well as Dr,
Montgomerie and Mr. Watt, Up to the present there have been
no developments which in Mr, McNair's view or our own
rendered i1t necessary or desirable for Mr, MeNair to
intervene in any way or to apply for the Society to be made
a party to the Inquiry,

To-day evidence was given by the following

members of the Society's Surveying staff namely:-

Mr, C.A., Millar
Mr, A.E. Stevenson
Mr., W, Watt

Mr. C. Stegm®nson
Mr, J.T. Findlay
Mre A. Urwin
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All these witnesses gave their evidence satlsfactorily,
and we do not think that their conduct or the Society's
organisation is at all likely to be seriously critised.

At one point in the cross-examinatlion by
Mp, Hayward of Mr, Stevenson Lord Merrivale intervened
with the remark that Lloyd's Surveyors were not on their
trial.

In the course of his opening on the Iirst
day the Solicitor General made a reference to the fact
that Lloyd's Underwriters are represented in the
constitution of the Soclety; his remarks in this
connection were not quite as forcible as we could have
wished, but at that time the findings 18 the "Blairgowrie"
ecase had not been announced and we think that the Solicitor
General felt somewhat hampered by the necessity of
avoiding any observation which could be construed by
implication as an unfavourable comment upon the Classification
Society concerned in that case.

We may mention that during the hearing this
morning there was some discussion regarding an engine
gsurvey report signed by Mr.R.D.Shilston, one of the
Soclety's surveyors at West Hartlepool. Mp, Shilston
was not one of the surveyors who had been asked to attend

by the Board of Trade Soliciter and we offered to arrange
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for his attendance, This offer was accepted and

Dr, Montgomerie telegraphed to Mr, Shilston accordingly.
This afternoon however the Solieitor General and Mr,
Hayward agreed that his attendance was not necessary and
accordingly the previous instructions were countermanded.

We have reviewed the position with Mr, MeNair
this afternoon on the rising of the Court and he is quite
satisfled with the present position and does not consider
that there 1s anything to be gained by any intervention
on his part. He will of coursé® continue to attend on the
Society's behalf and if in the final speeches any attack
or serious critiecism should be developed he will then
intervene and ask to be allowed to reply to it.

Mr. McNair considered that the terms of the
letter which we addressed to the Board of Trade Solicitor
on the 4th inste (of which you have a copy) were very
suitable, and in view of this letter he does not consider

1t necessary that any further offer should be made on the

part of the Society to/neduce the whole of the vesselg

records or to tender the evidence of Dr. Montgomerie,

We think that the Enquiry will probably
last all tomorrow and part or all of Friday, but now that
our Surveyors have been disposed of we do not thimk that
there is any further necessity for Ur., Montgomerie's

constant attendance, We should like him if possible ‘to
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be available (i.e. in London) so that in the event of

any crisis he could be summoned; but if this could be
arrenged we do not think that he need be troubled actually to
attend the Inquiry further.

We are,

Yours faithfully;

/ Ag_\%c, @ww%f@

The Secretary,
Lloyd's Register of Shipping,
71 Fenchurch Street, E.C.3,
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