PRINGE LINE LIMITED,
56, LEADENHALL ST,
LoNDON, Ec.s.
6th. April, 1939,

The Secretary,
Lloyd's Register of Shipping,
71, Fenchurch Bitreet, B, 0, 5.

i

Desr Sir.

§‘ : S, s. "ITALIAN PRINCE".

In connection with the loss of this vessel by fire,
you will be swesre thet & Boerd of Trede Enquiry hes been held end the
Findings of the Court, Presided over by M, k.3, Cerpmeel, K.C.,

were smmounced on the 28th, Merch,

S e

We think it right that we shoul d communicete to
you the following extracts from the Court's Report:-

"The "Italien Prince" wes constructed from plans which had been
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epproved by Lloyd's Register of Shipping on the 17th September,

e

1919, under the 1919/1920 Rules which contained inter alis

o

the following : "Section 49 (13) 0il fuel pipes should, where
preacticeble, be placed sbove the s tokehold =nd engine room

f : pletes, ond where they ere alweys visible", The wording of the
Rule wes changed later, end in 1936/1937 wes 8s follows:

"Section 20 (5) 0il pipes end fittings - - (2) The oil pressure !
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pipes conveying heeted o0il are to be of solid drawn s teel, and

placed in sight esbove the platform in well-lighted parts of the

s

i

§ stokehold or engine room", Tt should, éf course, be noted that
the later wording wes not compulsory with regard to the "Itdian
g Prinee" as she hed been built under the sarlier rule,
The Court is of opirion that the words "elweys
visible" in the earlier rule mesn that the pipes should be so

placed thet they cen be seen by those on weteh in the engine
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room or stokehold in the ordinery course of their duties,

~ ) 1 O
without heving to teke extraerdin@ry:gtepp in ord@i&%oéﬁgggtf bt
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the pipes,
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As steted sbove, the Court is of opinion thet the
initisl cause of the fire was leeksge from the supply pipe which
led elong the outbosrd side of the starboerd boiler. It,therefore,
becomes importent to consider ;-

(a) whether this pipe wes slways visible within the
meening of the rule, snd

(b) if not, whether this wes due to imprecticability.
The Court is cleerly of opinion that the pipe wes not alweys
visible within the meening of the rule, slthough it would heve
been perfectly practiceble to heve rendered it elwsys visible,
It wes quite invisible from the engine room, end could only
heve been seen with difficulty from the stokehold even in the
ebsence of the fender plste st the wing., With this fender
plate in position cerried to e height of sbout 10 feet sbove
the stokehold floor, sighting of the pipe, which entered
the stokehold immedi ately sbove the line of the top of the
fender plete, wes entirely prevented in ordinery working
conditions. There were no gretings over the top of the boiler
giving eecess to the somewhet confined spece under the between
deck bunker; end even if gretings had been arrenged, it is
doubtful whether the view of the supply pipe’would heve been
edequete since an oil fuel return pPipe wes led immedistely
above it. Wor could the supply pipe readily be seen from the
tenk top since it wes led at a height 6f fully thirteen feet
above the inner bottom, end wes probably pertly concealed by
the round of the boiler". ’

end later ongs-

"It wes urged on behslf of the Owners thet the vessel hed been
built sccording to plens epproved by Lloyd's Register which
shewed the actusl position of the pipe in question; that the
vessel was regularly sur%eyeé #hggghfter by 1€§§F'§2?é§v§§é§¥;

end thet at the time the chenge to oil turning wes mede in

@ <bloyels-Register
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Mey 1937, the vessel was, i
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i Survey. These are powerful comsideretions in favour of the
Owners, but for the reasons indicated gbove, the Court is of
opinion thet there was failure on the pert of the owners
representatives to which the condition of the vessel on seiling
must be sttributed,

As regards the future, the Court considers thst the record

of this disester provides emphesis for the requirement that

all pipes conteining heated o0il under Pressure must be

completely visible end easily mecessible."

We have merely quoted two extrects heving perticuler
reference to the rules of your Séciety in relation to the o0il fuel pipe.
There ere, of course, other matters deslt with in the Court's Findings,
but chiefly for the reasons deslt with in the extracts quoted above,
the Court ceme to the conclusion thet the "Itslisn Prince"” wss not
in & good =nd seeworthy condition on sailing,

It is perheps unnecessary to emphasizs thet the
"Itelian Prince™ was built to plens approved by your Society; she
hes at ell times remained clsssed 100 A.1; ©she completed her last
Survey under the supervision of your Society in Mey 1937; your
Surveyors were present during the change over from coal to oil
burning, end also wﬁen the new bupners were installed.

At no time auring the eighteen yesrs since the vessel
was built hes it been suggested that the vessel did not in every
pipe, comply with the rules of your Society, Nelther has it st any
time been suggested that the position of this pipe should be altered.
On the contrary we are aware that there sare meny other vessels aflost
classed with your Society, in which this pipe is in a similer position,

Notwithstanding the foregoing facts, the Court of

T N4
Enquiry hes held that when the vesse! went o sea égzgeézzégk ;ﬁi%ge
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she wes not in & good and sesworthy condition,

In these circumstences, we shall be glad to have

the comments of your Society in view of the importent gquestions which

will inevitably arise.

Yours faithfully,

For PRINCE LINE LIMITED.

Secretary,
&
5
wl:. - '\.
” Y,
“.
e g 4
5 \ rv"
»
e, B

i

|

&
L fﬁé;w"ggim -
1} E::,f Y i,fﬁ 5 b e Cg iE LC |

i






