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In a letter dated the 6th instant the Uwners
asked for the 3Joclety's comments on the findinge of the Court
of Enquiry into the loss of this vessel by a fire which originated
in the stolshold and, which the Court found, was due to leakege
from the oll fuel discharge pipe from the oil pump to the
boller furnaces,

The case 1s dealt with in the endorsements dated
16,44,30 and 206 44,39 which were drewm up after the findings of
the Court were made known,

It is submitted the Cwners be informed in roply
to their letter that with regard to the position of the oll
fuel pipe, the looclety's Rule at the time the vessel was
built was as follows:»

011l fuel pipes should mxi practicable be placed above the
stokehold and ommm plates and where they are always
visible®,

It will be seen at once that the Rule is not rigid,
it meant that the best place for such pipes was above the
stokkehold and engine~poom plates in places where they were
alweys visible, but that they might be in otier places,

The pipe was tes ted when the veasel was new to
300 1b hydraulic pressure and was satisfactory at that pressure,

This 1s evidence that the pipe and its joining
itlal construction,

I the jointing material betwe:n the flanges of such
a pipe u/u it sheould be, very thin and impervicus tocdil, the
xm&m of any mmmm trouble from the pipe and its
ints am&ummmmmvm&thn it 1s
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It cannot be contended that the pipe was in the best
possible position but it is held that it was in a suitable
position and W fully in accordanse with the spirit

| of the Rules in force at the timi the vessel was built,

It is considered that the loss of this vessel is
not to beattributed to the position of the pipe, but o the fact
that the oil fuel supply from thac tank was not shut off until
it was too late,

The reasons for this view are as follows:

The fire broke out in the stokohold between the
ship's side and the starboa:d boiler, L.e. at the silly of
the oil fuel discharge pipe. The source of the five was
not obvious, byt in view of its situation it is reasonable
to say that the first step to be takmn should have been to
shut off the oil fuel supply since oil wes the only
combustible material in the stokehold which eould initiate
& fire,

The Chief Engineer, however, taclkled the situation
with the idea that the bitumestie {a preservative material
applied to steelwork) was on fire, and at no time during the
fire did he think it was an oil fire. The 4th Engineer,
who was on watch when the alerm was glven, at once stopred
the oil fuel pump, not because he thought to stop the scurce
of the fire by so doing, but because, as he stated in evidence,
he was afraid of a "blow back" at the furnaces.

The stoppage of the pump was not, however, sufficient
to stop the flow of oil from the defective pipe, because the
oil supply tenk was at such a helght that the head was
sufficlent to force the oil through the pump along the
defective pipe.

The situation therefore was theb althoughthe staff
were doing the best they knew o coplewith the situation, the
fire continued to be fed with oil,

After a serles of explosions had occurred (due to
the nm&ns oll becoging gaseous), but not until then, the

oL Fngineer mm step whlch he M@N@&ﬁt
m M down. e wiv = m Sank, e valve which




e

By this time, however, the boat deck and a 1ife
bost wer ¢ in flames, Bhis deck fire being ceused by oil
gas passing up bebween the imner and outer funnels and
bursting inte flame on reashing the atmosphere. Burning
paint fell off the fumnel on to the boat deck and boat, and
set them alight.

It was the deck fire which caused the Master to
give the order to abendon ship, not the fire in the stokehold.

The extent of the stokehold fire at this stape may
MymbykmmmtmaansMpwderm

been given there were some men under the starboard boiler

It may be added that the statements that the vessel
was bullt in accordance with plans approved by Lloydl's Reglster
wells correct in the main, do not apply to plans of the oil fuel
pipea. No plans of these pipes were submitted to this office
fer approval, but that does not, of course, exonerate the
Soclety's Swveyors from seeing that the Rules are complied
with,
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