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“ITALIAN PRINCE” LOSS

Board of Trade Inquiry
Opened

COUNSEL ON POINTS FOR
INVESTIGATION

The Board of Trade Inquiry into
the loss of the British steamer Italian
Prince, 3478 tons
abandoned on fire off Cape Finisterre
while on a voyage from London to
Malta, Alexandria and  other Medi-
terranean ports last September, was
opened before Mr, K. 8. Carpmael,
K.C., sitting a reck Commissioner,
in The Niblett King’s Bench
Walk, Temple, E.C., yesterday

Mr. Carpmael was
following
Whittir
Williams,
mander T. A
Robb

aross,

Captain 'W. E.

ASSES80TSs :

Engineer-Lieutenant Com

Pearson and Mr. A. M,

3afeson  (instructed by the
Board of Trade) appeared for
Trade Mr. G. 8t, C. Pilcher
. W, Porges \mdrmuwl by Messrs.
Middleton. Lewis & Ci ke) ‘(DH'\\HU‘«] the
ners, the Prince Line, Ltd. } B E
Addis (instructed by Messrs. Rehder .\ H!f_’;k
and fhe Mercantile Marine Service
fic represented the
Captain James Hallows Mr. ; !
{instructed by Messrs. Clyvde & Co.) appeared
for the cargo underwriter Mr, 1
instructed ?'_\: fessrs. Charles G. Brads
& Waterson) appeared for  the
engineer \h B.J. 3 ,-m:.h. ar
r, Mr. A. M. McNeil. Messrs.
watched the inguiry on betl
irown, a passenger, and Messrs

behalf of Mr. and Mrs

BATESON, opening the
Board of Trade, said the
rince was built in 1921 hy
["mnm\ Shipbuilding Comp:
on the Tees, and was fitted w
riple-e \}mu«,n.n engines of 539 horse
power, built by Richardsons, Wes
& Co., Ltd. The ship, which was re
tered at London, nul 1
was adapted for

.
1

burning ‘coal or oil

On her last voyage she was burning oil. |

CARGO | NCLUDFD EXPLOSIVES
At the f voyage the Italian
Prince w arryi 1478 tons of
general | Government
stares and 0813 oodstufls
V‘IIH'

zines

) 131mes on
with 1 t 34. About
in  the

vessel as steaming

ening the 6th,

miles
roug
reman not

irboard boile r imimedciiat

ajarm - an {

1
al with
used y some eficet, a

"TLy atterw U\v\

sonie fire was reported on the port side

the stokehold. Tt was t»\!,’:wu::\’w] i

ithout mch islilr.:‘[\ About

wheh  was |

assisted by the |

Commander J. R.|

Haurx.

% i
INguiry {

three hoilers and |

¥ 0 Clock sounds liKe that of small

! : :
explosions were heard jn the neigh-

thaurhood of the fan inlet, and radio
{messages. were sent out to a number
jof ships-in the vicinity...The fire
tproved to he uncontrollable, and by
%“ 15 the whole of the cre and pas-
sengers had left the ship without loss
of life, being taken off by two other
vessels

The Italian Prince

was last seen by
th early . the

following morn-
i ther vessels. a vacht and a
German ship, sighted her, and sent
] estigate. She was then
hurning aft and amidships, hut not
{ forward. It appeared that the vessel
| sank  some e on  Sept, 8,

{ Dutch I found woil and

vessel
| wreckag:e ‘ar the spot where she wa

yoat to " my

|
|
|
|
|
|
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FIRE APPLIANCES

According to the non-statutory regu-
said Mr. Bateson, the [Italian
];.MH have carried

froth fire extinguisher

FLnCe allons
is the view the
have taken.” Actually,
carried 12  gallons of froth
extinguisher Her other fire-fighting
cquipnient wa t, in the view of the
Board the guivalent of
extinguisher.
The engine-room and boiler-re
nothering apparatu W a never
and the . ) 1l have t
into at this inquiry,”” Mr. Bateson con
tined He alleged that the owners
had been ¢ nly not very

defiant when their

vn to the Board of Trade’s |

taction with the vessel’s fire-
equipment. [t
that as the vessel was

reconverted to o

been said.

I burning the owners
inclined 1 o0 to  the

further

did mot feel
11
Hstathing
ruishing apparatus
moon after the

expense  of

ship
|

rescued him, Bateson

proper navigs 1w Ing was wire

ng
lessed shipping
contained
but: for some
which approached her later had not
picked up the message. The B.B.C
1 Mr. Bateson, did not radiate navi-
gational warmings without the sanction
of the Admiralty, and it may have
been that such sanction was not forth
q

coming until after the time of broad

casting.

The Board of Trade
Mr. Bateson said. had
theory that the on
//u wan  Prin
through the
which probably leaked
in the starboard rnm

JE 12 1 £
itself ne 1 %

technical staff,

formed the
properly caused
ignition of vaporised oil,
through a joint
would probably
not have > astrous if
steps had been taken to prevent
oil continually flowing to th
There are a H-HMM of valves
any. of which could have been

t

preventing the oil from

froth ¢

oone |

that the |
explosives ;

reason th two vessels!

board the

““That of

proper

1939

discharge tap. So far as is known|
at present there was no fire in the
engine-room itself. The fire was con-
fined to the boiler compartment.

It may be,”’ Mr. Bateson said,
summing up his opening statement,
‘“ that the owners fell short of the
recommendations, and for those reasons
their conduct comes in question. The
conduct of the chief engineer also
comes in question, both with regard to
his handling of the valves—or his
failure to do so—and also that he seems
to have occupied himself more with
endeavouring personally to deal with |
the fire than with organising his staff
and the means at his Jr\;m\(ll Finally,
the master his ‘onduct requires
some investigation because apparently
he gave no orders at all except with

rd to the sending out of the SO S

and with regard to getting !}

boats out and getting his crew away
He appears to have made one abortive
effort to get down to the engine-room |
and then to have retired to the bridge
and waited for the worst. i

* With regard to the wireless opera-
tor there is one other matter in which |
the master may have been at fault. |
The report is that the operator was left
at his post when the ship was aban-
doned How that happened T do not |
know. He was, in fact, {

master’s boat It appears from |
hig statement that he was left on the |
burni ship without being given any
warning of the abandonment, He
distance
picked up by the boat.”

The Board of Trade,” ad
having
presence on board of
other inflammable material, do not feel
that there was any
dounment of the ship

SURVEYORS' EVIDENCE
Mr. SIDNEY
Lloyd’

the h

rescued by

swim some short

regard to the
]

HOSIVEeS and

bt
Bateson,

premature aban

BricuT, a
surveyor, who was
witness called by the
Italiar

Joard
of Trade, said the
classed as 100 Al.

Mr. INSLEY BLACKMORE, a
Trade engineer surveyor, said he
inspected the Italian Prince in Janu-
ary last year. On board he saw the
;’]"H(\‘
pointed out to him the
ship’s
Kent,
replied that the
Hartlepool in
and while there the matter

rince was

Board of

superintendent engineer of the
Line and
- T1ONS

fichting

supei

deficiency '’ 1n  the

iances. Mr
itendent,
ship was going to West
a few days,
would be rectified in order that the
should comply in this respect
with the Board of Trade regulations.
He again visited Mr. Kent in April
and reminded him that the regulations
had still not been fully complied with.
Mr ( mt’s reply was that the ship

be reconverted to coal

vessel

nd in the n
largely to
rineers.
ross-examined "By Mr. Pilcher,
ackmore agreed that the Boa
rade regulations governing provision
if fire-extinguishing eguipment, were

leantime  was
edugute ’ the

wpable of two intdnpretafions:







Mr. Jsumes  Pargick  TUBRNBULL,
Board of Trade ship surveyor at Mid-:
dleshrough, said he visited the [talian |
Prince in March, 1938, When he
asked about the fire-fighting arrange-
ments. he was told that the firm did
1 not intend at that tine to incur the
i expense of further appliances.

{  Mr. Samurn N. Kext, chief superin-
;lrmivnl of the Princeé Line, said the
i Italian Prince’s hoilers were refitted in ¢
[ May, 1937, for the burning of oil
jexclusively He saw the ship on her
{return from a voyage in Jannary, 1938,
lwhen he found two oil pipes were leak-
ling. They were to be examined when
the ship reached Hartlepool. Referring |
to his interview with Mr. Blackmore,
Kent said there were at least 14
of fire-extinguishing liquid on
and he considered that this met
jall the requirements.
|  Mr. Kent, cross-examined by Mr, |
| PrrcaEr,  produced a plan  which
ishowed. he pointed out, that the |
Ttalian Prince at, the time of the
{ disaster was fitted with a steam |
ismothering apparatus. At the time g
when the plans of the vessel were
. he added, a steam smothering
wpparatus was not required by Lloyd’s |
Register, but the installation was|
specified by the awners. This apparatus §
had never been removed from the ship. §

The inguiry @ was adjourned until |

to-day







