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e 3 there was ‘another slight w\plmmn

ITAL'AN PRINCE LOSS followed by a third, and T decided ther
to see about the safety of my men. |
thought about closing the engine-room

MaSter'S EVidenCe on «I\\huht\ but I was afraid of the men

being smothered. [ had considered;

previously withdrawing the men from
Abandonment the engine-room in (th\] to try to do
Sl SR \Hnt(thl)l\" about the fire on the star-

THE WIRELESS OPERATOR'S GoE s e

1wk to the bridge, 1

was the only one in charge, I sent the

POSITION third mate off on some message—

he L exactly what 1 t know There

'he Board of Trade Inquiry into the Eoe ot ; Il l’h/’ ““1} know. l‘}“ =

; ) o were at least a dozen ships arou us

oss by fire of the British steamer i 'Ill '\\(, o 4 ””ﬁ S

& T @ clec ; as practically oone

Halian Prince was continued at The ¥ ; Lok '\' ‘1l” 11"\ E031e

bkt e < ¥ S ] ( 18 > v Lol

Niblett Hall, Temple, BE.C.. vesterday. : Sk

¥ - 1 : , put out, indicating that the
T'he vessel’s master, who had not cam- I oy !

i hs it l o ! el was not under command. [ met

pleted his evidence the previous day, ¢ chief uﬁ!im-z'. who had come back

re-entered the box and continued his i nd he told me

% 3 & * <

story. 1In the course of his evidence he that [hmw\ were ve ry "bad indee 'd down

stated that he had ordered the chief { and I went to go along to the

officer to see ’hn everyone was present engine-room- myself but I found the

at the muste men coming away; t ) could  not

stand the fumes

CHIEF ENGINEER LAST OUT
took “steps to s
men came out. The last one
state- mui..x'\x‘::m{‘ was the chief e
ment had said that there was a report The chief off reported that ever
Ihen |
hoat to be
assumed that
sany smothering
very good indeed.”’ statutory 0 8 Swung out

r before the vessel was
;zhu!nlmlw.‘ The latter had visited the |
wireless raom and the operator’s |
quarters. The Hju'[’.)lw)' at the time it |
transpired later, was attending to his 7 s6e
batteries on deck (-n.w(l for the
Board of Trade in his opening

that the operator left at his post
when the ship was ab: ned.) The
ster paid a ibute 1 is officers
and crew, whose conduct > deseribed
declaration by the wireless operator 1e rails.  Part of the
as read and evidence s oiven b decided then to abandon-1
number of officers an t I gave the
engineer, who was still in the box when | officer to see that everyhody
the Inqguni was urned. 1 made the report

oraer to

that he
The inquiry is bei befor . rough all the crew’s

K. S. Carpmael, K .C. ind he had gone the

Commissioner, with whom are Captai and the operator’s room

W. E. Whittingham, Commander J. R gave the rder

Williams, Engineer Liout -Clommander | Lo the boat

A. Pearson and Mr. A. M dohh,

'-|\mu] to get
chief
’ and
| t 1ief “'Il(v on the
instructed by the| 1 :
:\';x."r;im- e Board of Trade) appeared ml;’ reatise(
the Board rade Mr. G. 8t. C. Pilcher! L 10 steam y said there
and Mr. W, W. Porges (instructed by Messrs. | very le ”' 5t _“l:! b
Middleton, Lewis & Clarke) represented the | W g B 2085 Was Wwernd
owne the Prince Li Ltd. Mr. B B. | U "o We cast
Addis wu-lrmm! by 1 8. Rehder & Higgs! k
and th fercantile Marine Service
T,m r(,)rvw)m\x the 13 X { the
. ,|;».,1 n James Hallow 1 R A Ol i
( racted b gsrg. Clyde & Co.) appeared
for the cargo underwriters Ir. C. R. Havers |
(instructed by Messrs. Charles G. Brad
& Waterson, act for the Marine Engi
Association) appeared for the chief
Mr. R. J. \m::h and the second
‘«Iri g . Mc¢Neil Messrs. Nordon
\m x:hmi the mqu.m on behalf of Mrs. M. 2 1 on beard? 1 1 1

3 passenger. Mg Winter & Co il : ,(‘ Ao ;‘\“ e oo
behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Bovill, pa ! i) ‘.“"/A everybody
Mr. J. B. Hewson on behalf of the Brif {'wa could
Mexican Petroleum ( lompany. j

e 1
1 i 1
L myself 'lh;‘: there was 1

clear
from

off

\i?li
discover 18 someont
was there
not remain near the
awing to the sw I had the ot}
previons proceeding y ) ien to consider in
porte Il‘l\h\‘l\lt” get some little distance awa
((.nxmuu‘ r his evid Captain hie sip to clear the sw
HALLOWAY d- S Abar RSt “Just atter

sengers

the hoat and we

|

we got clear, l";‘,r!ml:;

Howay proceeded was  ftound |
vireless operator was  not
imediately all i
sang out for
[ understanc
¥ 1l there was no he sid wlder
pressure of water { Tust then

5

was g ‘“)nrg swimmer
apart from being wet and a
turbed, he was none the worse
experience 2
Mr H\u-m, Did you make

1 7

inquiries of the wireless operator

wirel room ;
adjoining. ]

other, asked |
engineer about steam, and T |

it was that he had not got into the
boat before ?~——Yes, he personally told
me he was round  the corner—=which
means on the starboard side—attend

ing to his batteries on deck,

Was any signal made of any kind
when you were going to abandon shij

No

What is the signal ?>~—F don’t k)m\\.‘l

Mr. Cagemarr: Does it mean you !
have not got any recognised signal to
abandon ship 7—Yes.

Is it not usual to have some such
signal 7-—Not in the merchant service

You mean you have mnever ‘n!;zv:
across 1t yourself >—Never. 1 told the|
chief officer to go and see that every
body was out, and I saw him go.

Did you > the signal to the pas- |
sengers—a series of short blasts on |
the siren?—No, I did not think the
fire would have reached ~vtv‘ix propor-
tions as 1t did |

But when y« id decide to abandon |

was not that a proper signal P—1 |
nuch more relieved after I had put

passencers in the boats afloat fou

Would it have been |
possible ind series of blasts
on the ship’s siren

bandon ship?
weak.
1 vou know what apparatus thers
was in the engine-room for the purpose
1 with fire 3K I knew
were some new extinguishers pro-
lwur:‘u‘;':gg ¢ new ’f\”ﬂrr?mll-\
» was refitted at Hartle
knew that the
th a steam smothel
ne-1rooin

whether anyone ever
tried 1 t 1 knowledge
Did wvou know whether or not it
could be operated from the deck P—Yes,

as mostly from that point that

o
li
knew about it. The
abaft the funnel,
Who was responsible
M" Nnce of H!(‘ 8 T
under the engineering department
Was it kept locked in any way?
There Was 1 eans ol 1
Did you : any time during the
fire consider: using the smothering
gear ?~—1 did at the last. after T had
been on the hoat deck. i1l hoped
by fighting the fire at its

it wonld be possihle to overcome it

UNABLE TO GET BELOW

1 1icl
1 g

not know
down helow ?—No,
get down,
And even at
smothering *—No.
callv no steam and=ne nre
onsidered! it was too late
Had I knewn an theé
now now, that the fire was going
me such serious proportions,
ded the master, ‘‘ I, should have
smathering at-onee,
HaLnoway, saidy he \ wash
by “the! French steamer
Y ugustin whose master
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Miered to stand by the burning I/quuu

Prince until daylicht. She was not :
ship that could give any l\si\mmu
Had she been a x.lé\”nm tug or any-
thing like that be would certainly have
L accepted the offer of assistance. By
arrangement with the captain of the
‘l‘u‘mh steamer a message was sent
{ out warning ‘«}H[\;)H!" to keep away
 from the Italian Prince as she con-
tained explosives, The wireless
operator of the [Italian Prince co-
;s operated with the French operator in
: transmitting the message. Captain
{ Halloway’s last wview of the [Italian
! Prince was about 4 o’clock the mnext

morning, when flames were shooting i

¢ high between the inmer and outer

funnel casing angd the funnel and star- !

hoard plates were practically red hot.

Mr. Havers: Had you at any time |

any criticism to make of the conduct

the chief engineer or any of his staff

None 1atever

tid looking hack now. with all the !
information you have, have vou any !
reason to change your opinion ~—None !
whatever: not in regard to any single §

onle of them,

Mr. PitcHpr: During the time you |

have been master of this vessel have
You ever had any diffieulty from the
owners in

getting: repairs done .or!

equipment supplied ~—Never a any !

tune,

In answer to Mr. Addis. C: in
Hatroway said a rocket was ired
before the ship was abandoned He
prawed his officers and id con
duct of all the men had heen “ vers

good indeed.

Mr. Apprs Why « voil ;H».uu%nnj

siip 21 could do nothing more

Looking hack now, is there any

ght have been

No.

\ suggestion has been mad

you ought to | made more effort to |

2o down helow what could you have

dons ? ouid have done nothing. No |
lone anything in those !

ming out for fresh ajr
to the efficiency of my

yengmeers and officers 1 did not think |

¢in the circumstances there was any-
thing 1 cou : : very well satis-

nea wit tile i t were carrving

WIRELESS OPERATOR’S STORY
My, Bartesox  read g statutory
declaration n the wireless operator

vick, who. he said

rvice of a \‘-1“«11 y

The wireless

ined how. after sending |
> O S, he received i

ships. He in-§

wireless operators to

:u;.m.(ﬂ to the master, |
who told hin Tell them all to come !
quickly. s time, Hardwick’s |

statement explained, his dyvnamo ply

began fo fluctnate, so he transferred |

the emergency batteries.

\'\}tn 1e went to the brig hww*ml,i;
]

ablaze

and volumes of fumes and smoke were
pouring from it.

I ran back to the boat deck,’”’ the
statement went on, ““ and on reach-
ing the radio room saw a light waved
from a boat. I heard shouting and
waved and shouted back. [ went down
the rope ladder and jumped into the
water, The boat, which I found to
be the master’s, was pulling hack to
the ship, and I was pic Lt«l up by it.”

Mr. FraNors A. Groves, chief officer
of the Italian Prince, said it was the
master who first nnnud that the wire-
less operator was missing. They noticed
his absence by the light of the flames’
reflection,

Mr. THoMAs A. BowMAN, a former
chiof engineer of the Italian Prince.
told the Court that the  ship
had a steam smothering apparatus dur- |
ing the time he served in her. The |
apparatus, he said, was overhauled
periodically

Mr. MELVILLE STORRIER, the second
officer, who was in charge of the taking
off of the passengers, said the hoat
was lowered and the passengers got
on hoard without a hitch of anv sort
and without any confusion or panic,

OVERCOME BY FUMES

Mr. Roserr J. J. Smira, the chief
engineer, said that one of his staf
was overcome by fumes while fichting
the fire, and had to be ecarried on deck
to recover Five explosions, he said. !
ocenrred  within about two minutes.
The smoke was so dense that as he
camia up the engine-room ladder hi
could not see the steps in front ¢f him. |

Mr h‘u\u\; Did it occur to you
that it might be a good thing to try
the steam smothering apparatus?—In |
the first instance. no. | considered
the fire very small to attempt batten- |
ing down. I had every confidence in |
being able to deal with it. Later the
fire to my ‘mind was more on the
boiler tops than down helow I con- |
sidered the fire to be unde: control
apart from s explosions. |

I'he  inquir was adjounrned until!
Lo Yi’v‘l\',







