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N, Bareson: Al far as the x*\'l(h‘l\('(‘i
ooes, was she fully equipped when ~‘huy
sailed on her last voyage #—~She was
deficient  in  foam in the machinery
spaces.

Mr. Wercn added that she required
18, and she apparently had 12 gallons
of foam-making equipment. The oil
fuel installation was particularly good |
from the fire risk point of view with
one exception, which was the position
of the discharge pipe from the unit to
the boiler fronts. He was not criticis-
ing it from any particular rules, The
pipe line was not in a position where
leakage there would be obvious.
deferring to the steam smothering|
apparatus, he said that the arrange-|
ment as shown in his plan was slightly |
different from the normal arrangement
in that it allowed steam to go to both
places on opening the valve. It would|
not be criticised on that score. As an |
arrangement this was satisfactory. |

Mr. Bareson: You have heard the|
account of the accidental opening of |
|
|

|
|

that valve and the emission of steam
into  the boeiler-room ?—The chief
engineer’s description of what hap-|
pened in regard to the discharge of
steam was entirely consistent with what |
I would expect if the valve was cracked. !

POSSIBLE CAUSES CONSIDERED
Mr. BaresoN: Have you considered |
possible causes and sources of the fire:
Yes.

Have you i

taken into account the
h has been given about

you considered any material

i 3
other than the evidence we have heard !
here in (lourt—statements or docu-

ments”>—A  considerable amount of

research. [

‘Have vou cousidered any evidence ;
about the fire other than the|
evidence we have heard here about
the beginnings and nature of the fire?

Yes. |

Wrrness said that he had imme-?
tl'.Mwi‘\ found out who was in the
stokehold on watch when the fire was
discovered, and was told there was a
fireman by the name of Welsh. This !
man was called with the officers and
other witnesses and made a sworn
statement . Mr. Welch said he had
used that statement in arriving at a
conclusion, :

Mr. Baresox said that he under
stood that this witness was now some-
where in the Antarectic He left
shortly after his statement had been
taken before the official investigation
had  bee ordered.

Mr. Wercn said he had formed a
view on the possible or probable
source of the five,

Mr. Baresc What kind of fire
was it?—I think it was an oil fuel
fire.

Mr. Bateson referred to suggestions
made of the burning of bitumastic on '
the side of the ship.

Mr. Wrrca said that the ship had
heen coated with bitumastic solution [
followed by bitumastic enamel. The !

enamel ‘was inflammable, but less so

Mr. Baresonx: If it did catch fire |
would it spread over the whole sur-
face where the enamel was or remain |
in one place?—From the evidence I
have 1 would definitely say it'

“than the solution. %
|
i

could not spread because it has an

v extremely high fire point.

Is it possible that the bitumastic

: became ignited before the oil became
; ;

gnited 7—Quite 1mpossible.

The first place he considered where ;
the oil could have come from to become !

ignited was the cargo oil in No

FIREMAN'S DEPOSITIONS

The depositions of Charles Douglas

Welsh, a fireman trimmer, were read!

by Mr. Baresox. Welsh deposed that

when he took over the 812 p.m. watch
at 7 55 p.m. on Sept. 6 everything was |
normal, and the stokehold generally;
was in a clean condition About |
"8 5 p.m. he changed the starboard wing

burner and used the torch to ignite the

“clean burner, lighting the torch at the
starboard low fire and extinguishing it

in the pot on the forward bulk
the usual manner. The burner lig

' normally and there was no flash and;

no drips at the burner or externally
and he was certain the burner func-
tioned normally. He was satisfied all
the six burners in use were burning
correctly.

A\t 8 30 he went into the engine-

» room and came back into the stokehold.

While pacing across the stekehold he
SaWw thl‘u”\_gll the starboard Pass flames
appear below the starboard boiler. The
flame appeared to be from oil burning
on the tank top and the flame was
spreading from forward to aft. He

warned the donkeyman in the engine-
% room and he rang the bell while Welsh

returned to the stokehold and put out
the three burners in the starboard

boiler. He started to go up the stoke-

Thold ladder to give the alarm when he

heard voices below and returned. He
assisted the engineers to remove the
fender plates in the front of the star-
board boiler which were hotter than
usual. Through the opening he saw
flames from the tank top at the forward
end of the hoiler

Questioned as to possibilities of the
origin of the fire Mr. WgLCH, continu-
ing his evidence, referred to the possi
bility of careless handling of the torch
which he knew from experience did
drop burning paraffin. It might have
put a drop of burning paraffin on the
tank top through a shight' gap. He did
not, however, regard that as the most
probable cause of setting anything
alight because of the “ time lag.” He
considered a spark from that sani
torch igniting gas, b g had
to point out the difficu !ty of time. He
had thought of the possibility of a man
having lit a cigarette passing from the
engine-room to the iler-( and
carelessly throwing a match « !
tween the tie plate and the boil

A POSSIBILITY

Mr. Baresox : Could a lighted cigar-
ette have produced the necessary fire
if it had gone on smouldering long
enough ?—It is a possibility.

Having heard of the course the fir
took, do you think the supply of oil
to the fire was effectively cut off P—-I
am definitely of the opinion that the
supply to the fire was not cut off at
the time the fire was discovered.

Vas it cut off, in your view. effec
tively at any time up to the time the
Viea II. and the German ship were
there ?—Not necessatily.

It might have been eut ofi It might
have burned the available oil. The
photograph appeared to show there was
no oil burning at the time when it was
taken,

Mr. Bareson : Having regard to the
nature of this fire, could the smother
ing apparatus have been used effec-
tively at any time during theé course
of this fire -1 come up inst seriou
difficulty there.

Without any batteni down what-

s ever and excluding draught, it was

difficult to say that the steam would
be effective.

On the assumption that battening
down could have been done, he would
reply in the affirmative

The hearing was adjourned until
Monday, when it will be resumed at

the Institution of l':vl;‘,imwr







