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B.O.T. Inquiry Proceedings

EVIDENCE OF THE SHIP’S
OFFICERS

From Our Own Correspondent

NEWCASTLE, Wednesday |
Board of Trade Inguiry was
resumed in Newcastle to-day into the |
loss of the steamer (/41/1;:iug/1uu Court |
on Dec,

The

7 last while on her way through
the Red Sea to the Suez Canal. There
was no loss of life.

ported in Lioyp’s List of Sept. 28.

The Board of Trade was represented
by Mr. O. L.
the Mz, E; X,
structed by Messrs,
& Willan, of London); the master,
Captain Charles Henry Hirst, of Holly
Avenue, South Shields, by Mr. i T
Holman (instructed by Messrs. Bram-
well, Clayton & Clayton, of Newcastle,
on behalf of Mercantile Marine
Association) ; the second
0. Orr, by Mr. E. G.
[sthmian Line, the char-
terers, by Mr. K. S. Carpmael and
Nipo: J Ve Naishy (instructed by
Messrs. Ince & Co., of London) ; the
Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills, Incor-
porated, by Mr. Waldo Porges (in-
structed by Mr. Godirey Warr, of
London). Messrs. Ingledew & Co.
have instructed Mr. Muir to w atch, on
behalf of the Navigators and Engineer
Officers’ Union, the interests of Mr.
T M. Taylor, Mr. N. Coulthard, Mr.
G. W. Coftey and Mr. R. G. Bell.

The Court comprised Mr. R. Kt
Hayward, K.C. (Chairman), Captain
A. . Dodd, Commander 5
Williams and Mr. I. J. Grey.

(Captain CHARLES Hrxry Hurst, of
Qouth Shields, master ol the vessel,
caid that when the chief engineer told
him of the pipe accident he described
it as not exactly serious, and thought
he could repair it. They discussed |
covering the opening of the inlet, and |
the chief engineer began to 1)1‘x*|mrv'
ropes to run under the ship. All hands
were called on deck and the general
alarm given. He abandoned the idea
of the tarpaulin to stop the flow, and
decided to get to shallow water as soon
as possible.

COUNSEL’S QUESTIONS

[n answer to Mr. Bateson, witness
replied that he could have got into
shallow water and then put the tar-
paulin over. To put it over the way
he intended would take two to three
hours.

Jateson ; the Court lane,
Addis (in-

Holman,

owners, by
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Mr. Barssox : Did you consider that
the wisest thing was to stop the water
coming into the ship?

Captain Hurst: No: I concentrated
on getting a tow. An hour after heing
taken in tow by the French vessel
President Douwmer the fastenings on
the (lhullli/ul/"u (lourt were carried |

had

water

Bareson asked if witness
thought of stopping the
entering the ship at that time.
Wirness said he had not considered

He doubted if the tarpaulin would
have stayed in position. At 7 p.m. the
ship listed. and there was 3 £, of
water in the ’tween decks.

Mr. CARPMAEL, for the charterers,
asked the master whether he knew of |
eight leaks in the holding-down bolts |
of the engine rooni.

not

it.
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Captain HURST said he had not seen |
them. |

Mr. CARPMAEL said that the only log |
hook saved was the scrap log  book, |
which showed that the S O S was sent|
out at 9

de-oexamined by Mr. H. 1.. HorLMAN,
Claptain Hurst said that the first time
he knew of the loak was about 9 20,
and that it was sorious at 9 27.

He sent out a call for assistance.
Nothing had been said at breakfast,
about 4.m.. with regard to gewting
a tow from the ['rench ship. He had
hoped to reach shallow water 11l five
or six = hours - at least. Had he
attempted to place the tarpaulin in
position he could not have made ln\\‘-”
age in daylight. He had one experi-|
ence of placing a tarpaulin when h(“l

i
l

§H%

was torpedoed during the War. As to
waiting for a tug, he thought she
would have to come from Suez, L‘Hi
miles away, and there was not «»mm_«ihl
time. He could not place a tarpaulin
in position and make ready for a \u\\'_ll
It was aw kward because ot the seaway, |
and the injection inlet was on the
weather side. An attempt was made
at 12 45 by the chief officer and crew
to resume the tow after the hawser
breakage, but it failed. Had the
attempt ‘ucceeded he would have then
had men to try to place the tar-
paulin in position.

Mr. Hormax: In your view, were
there any other measures to take other
than those you tooK =

Witness: I could not think of any.

Witness added that with regard to
of the vessel at Yoko- |
he relied on the ~m'\'u.\'m"~L
and he received no recommenda-
from any one to drydock the
vessel. Had he received any recom-
mendation he would have remained in
port and communicated with his
owners.

[n answer to Mr.
Hurst said he did

hama,
report
tions

Hayward, Captain
not realise at first
that the force of water from the burst
inlet pipe Wwas preventing the
engineers from stopping up the hole,
but he realised it now.

Mr. HaywarD: At no time did you
attempt to pubt anything over the
ship’s side to stop the water getting
into the pipe? Did not you think
that was the first precaution to take?

WITNE Now 1 do.

Witness added that the scrap log
book was kept in the chart room and
had been written up from time to time.
He had not noticed how far it was
written up when he took it from the
ship, but he thought it was up to date.
The writing in the chief officer’s hand
done after leaving the ship.
Witness was not cortain of the times
and the chief officer put them in. He
had had no experience of heing towed.

Mr. HAYWARD: When the ship
would not steer, did it not oceur to
you that if you could stop the influx
of water or reduce it. it would give
the engineers a chance to repair the
pipe?

WITNESS :

Witness added that the last
ings were taken atv 9 P

[n answer to Mr. 3ateson, Captain
Hurst said he was in bed a day atbt
Quez. He thought he had had a touch
of fever.

Mr, THomas M.
officer, gave evidence
charge of the boat which went to the
French vessel to arrange a tow. After
the hawser had hroken it was lost from
the French ship, which declined to
make a further attempt as it was
delaying passengers and mails. Wit
ness had raken the ship’s log books in
a case when he went ©0. b talian
ship. but the boat's steen was dai ged
| by the ship swinging and he ret ned
| to the (}uurring/mv ¢ ourt: In changing
to another lifeboat he pic \p the
wrong case, and tl
articles were lost.
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Rarlier, witness and the master had .
gone below to get out a tarpaulin to
put over the inlet, but when the
French ship offered a tow the master
leave the tar-
The scrap log had been com-
pleted at Suez, the master and witness
agreeing the times.

Mr. JoBN MARTIN BINMORE, an
engineer surveyor to the Board of
!m«lu. said that the nature of the pipe
fracture suggested that the cause was
pressure from within the pipe. Move-
ment of the engine would not cause a
ln!\gutnl‘lin:\l fracture. but it might
cause nicking at the flange. The pipe
was brazed and of the usual type of
construction. Prossure from outside
could not sufficient stress to
cause a fr cture in sound material.
but if the material were not of normal
efficiency it might suffer fatigue over
a period of years, and then the defect
would develop rather rapidly. Mr.
.))IHHH)I'l"1'(\h~il‘('l'\'ll that the fracture
in the pipe was unique in its class.

SAFETY FACTOR OF PIPE

‘('(mtmuinu; his evidence, ~witness
said that the pipe was stouter than
was required in the case of a feed pipe.
It gave a safety factor of 27, while a
hrazed feed pipe had a factor of 21.
A deformity in the pipe might cause a
stress. Mr. Binmore could not agree
with Mr. Robert W. Kinghorn, marine
superintendent of the managers, when
he suggested that the fracture might
have been caused by part of the valve
or something having broken and hayv
fallen into the pipe. The tarpaulin
covering would just about touch all
round the 1\11(>\m11 in the \hi|f\ side
of the main inlet, and with
of water would adhere.

In answer to Mr. Carpmael, Mr.
Binmore said that having regard to
the nature of the pipe split it was not
; defect. and his only con-
clusion was that a defect had formed
over a number of years by the pipe
pulsating under pressure ol the
pump. It would not he apparent to
the engineers. Witness did not think
that the erounding of the vessel could
<ot up sufficient deflection to cause a
defect in the pipe.

The hearing was

cause

ing

1 yressure

adjourned.




