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An  official  statement from = the

Admiralty read : -

The mining of the Dutch passenger ship
Simon Bolivar off the East Coast of
England is a further example of the utter
disregard of international law and the
dictates of humanity shown by the
present. German Government. The
mines were laid without any notification

in the channel followed by merchant |

rhippipg both British and neutral, and
there is no doubt that they were laid

for the specific purpose of destroying |

stich shipping.

| NO DOUBT ABOUT MINE

Some survivors expressed the view that |
the liner had been torpedoed. In official |

circles in London yesterday it was stated

that there was no doubt that the vessel had |

{ been struck by a German mine. There are
no British mines in the vicinity where the
vessel was struck. It is hardly common

gSense o imagine that a maritime nation

~SBould illegally lay “mines in channels
jextensively used by its own shippin

British mines, it was explained, id
in accordance with international law

When British vessels lay mines the mine

sinks below the surface. b

cause of the

sinker attached to it by a chain. Inside
the cMinder of the mine is a piston, to
which8 spring is attached. and the piston
is pulled down against the spring of the
mooring. If the mooring is broken as a
result of the mine being bucketed about
it of a

in heavy weather, or as the re
minesweeper cutting through it,
works and pushes the plung I
action automatically means that the mine
rcannot be exploded. All British
are like this. The moment th:
patted from their moori
{ matically rendered safe
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“Simon Bolivar © Mined m,
North Sea ‘

A HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE |
Other Ships Mined in |
Vicinity 3

'he Duteh liner Simon Boliear ot |

309 tons gross, was mined and sunk

the North Sea about 20 miles outside

Kast Coast port on Saturday. with ]
is feared, the loss of 140 lives 'l'hm‘«';
re two explosions. Two other n\\—;
s, whi haye since made port, were|
lso damaged by mines within a quarter
a mile of the position where the
Duteh liner was struck They were
" wmdin lose bv when the Simon|
t Boliv approached

Mhe Simon Bolivar, which was owned |
by tl V.V Koninldijke \o‘(l\ll:lllll\'t“]i‘i
Stoomboot « Maats Amstepdam.  had
It A terdam on Fric
Dutch Guiana, with, accord-|

v for Para

\arib :

e owners, a passenger list of
’H | a erew of ), Two hundred
el sixty survivors were landed at ar
Jlast Coast port on Saturday night
of whi 140 were members of the crew

Many of the survivors were ,M““'\‘
injured and doctors and amhbulances |
awaited their arvival, 1t is ~~(;'\(-t‘ that
the master, Captain H. Voorspuiy wasi

illed hy the explosioi. but that thef

chiet officer and chief enginees :e«wi
mong the Survivors. |
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