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SINGAPORE, Monday.
The British liner Sirdhana, 7,745
i tons, belonging to the British India
| Steam Navigation Company, sank in
Singapore Roads early this morning,
15 minutes after an explosion,
Fleven Asiatic deck passengers,

“

Ans,

Précis of particularg’of Casualty his vessel

= L) - .;“‘ cpastirs - 4 i : : ¥ T RS mostlv children, are k*lown to have
881018, lost their lives and nine others are
missing. ‘
v P ¢ g The cause of the explosion is a|

mystery. One suggestion Is that thek
038 L . i Chane il e R L ship struck 2 nfine.

A preliminary ingquiry is to be opened |
by the Singapore authorities to-morrow |
and an official statement has been
promised.

The passengers included 137 Chinese.
G WMy et e o ‘ R deportees from the British colony, most

f : ¥ of whom were imprisoned behind a steel
grill in the forw ard hold.

: They were saved by the prompt i |
action of the British inspector in : !
charge of their police escort, who blew {
open the lack of the grill with five 3 : |
gun shots. i : |
$ k With water ‘flopding the hold the { :

£y

{
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Chinese rushed out and made for the
lifeboats. Most of them have heen
guaded up - and the authorities are
| searching for the remainden

ESCAPE IN LAST LIFEBOAT % x
E

Thousands of people along the water-
{front saw the liner go down. Asiatics,
and FBuropeans working in Wuffices
crowded out on to the strcet but were
powerless to go to the ghip’s aid.

An officer frfom a Japanese vessel was
e B _— : [ the first to reach the scene and he rowed |
tabout picking up Survivors. Other |
I rescuers, ineluding naval and harbour |
{ launches and Chinese sampan men, |
t quickly followed. I

Among the survivors are a number of* |

"Americans, including  Nicola, the% """"" {
i magician, and his company, who lost all |
i their eql upmont and belongings.
....... & SR s > > ) IR e R \ 1\1‘ V‘LO a Sdld 4hdu hC‘ rlnd hlq w1fe
: boarded the last lifeboat, which held 70

{pmp!( just as the ship sank. After |
“half an hour’s rowing the lifeboat was sy
{ taken in tow by a rescue launch

{  “Two men in my company,” he said, . |
| “ were unable to get mto the lifeboat, ‘ g |
|and they dived off as the ship heeled

{ over and clung to some w reckage. After

i being picked up by a launch they helped

in rescue work:- chuter and B.U.P.
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SINGAPORE, Nov. 23

DIINED PR Mr. Justice Pedlow has announced the
Brltlsh i findings of the Court of Inquiry into the

| sinking of the Sirdhana, the British India

| | steamer which struck a mine off Singapore
sank in Harl | : : ‘
b i Pl h ool on November 13. !
anr inir ar )()ll’ s b The Court found that the master, Captain |
poL i 4 i Philip Fairbairn, did not take adequate steps B
/ to ascertain the position of the minefield where 1
/ L) ” Vi ¥ SO
_[ I{ C’lt) ;7'[l¢SmSI’Ig X poa .y L the Sirdhana foundered, although the authori-
o - SINGAPORE, M(md:” ties had issued warnings, both written and by |
> / 7 g DS ine Si ore’s ‘he casualty wa 4
SINGAPORE, Monday. | 'R()V\ DS lined ingap “”Lk:q\) 1‘111(' ‘I:ll‘“ [\ caused by the
1 : ¢ : 4 ¢ / wntvrfront, powe rless to \\I(YI[\ u &H(_ au ; o : ¢ mas Clr in not qul:‘n;;(-
N full view of thousands oOIg : sy N ONAR e ing himself with the correct position of the
e help, as the 7,745-ton British i minefield. The second officer, Mr. Thomas
8 the srfron of . . : f y 4
people on he wate 5 India liner Sirdhana sank in | Gerard Green, also failed to acquaint himself 1
this great British naval base to-j the roadstead after an explo- | with the position of the minefield, and was ‘
v. the 7,745-tons British linery sion this morning. ;lluul\[\ ?mh\ of \uun;;(l‘lrol (()!ccf;mllL ulllm’h "\1\‘]‘:: i
- 1% 2 & ‘.I contributory cause 1 asuaity -3 2
Sirdhana rocked after a sudden Eleve SR A e T e
2 o ’ ; & leven deck passe 1 I | Court recommended that the master’s certi
CXplOFIOI], listed—and sank in 19 them children, were drowned. Nine| | cate should be suspended for one vyear, with
i minutes. others are missing. | the recommendation that he should be Ly.xnlud
3 liev g 94 An officer from a Japanese ship la first mate's foreign-going certificate during |
It is };‘h( “‘d “_‘v“"_‘,‘t[\*{]‘(ﬁ lying in the harbour was the first| | the suspension. The second officer should be |
mine, & hy  peopie Bre to reach the mass of struggling| | censured. 1 N |
;:1?\()21!; them «“.((,('.{\‘p‘ ssen people. He took several aboard his| : In order tn( obviate a rcpc'mjmn (\Etlhc; TELEGR!
of whom were children. small rowing boat. | occurrence the Court recommended a modifica- Eison s
§ In the Sirdhana's hold, ked bes Naval and harbour launches,! [tion of the method of l\\lllll" notices rm
hind a steel grille, were 137 Chinese Chinese sampans, picked up the rest i mariners requiring a master s signature for il
#deportees. 3 u : . their receipt. The Court considered that there
{1 ate already hold Among the white passengers | were strong grounds for consideration by the AVENUE
3 ‘..“.1,\ ;,:v‘,)lk | as an American music hall star, | proper authorities whether a battery com-
fwhen the e oo Nicola the magician. He and his { mander of a fort should not be at liberty to fire, | e
0[11.“‘“‘, PO ‘; %1 : | company were saved, but they lost ! at his own risk and discretion without refer- | S
COlvEL L B § { all. thelr gear and belongings. | ence to anyone, a * bring-to ”’ round to save a | S
Along the wat ‘ ! Chinese passengers included 137 [ ship at the last moment when nothing clse
erowds, swollen by ! AN e il oA 4 | would stop her from entering a minefield. The
] f n undesirables who were br ing dc
seers, who poured ) hee . '“‘ll""] from the colony | Sirdhana had been seen approaching the mine-
warehouses,  watc elpless, as ih¢ fon H(i (b culte Belae deck | field by a battery commander, who had said
liner settled down. ! w‘_‘:\‘ “Ivl\ ‘N.““”“_f}‘ 1\‘ ro | during the inquiry, that he could not fire a
An officer in a nese vessel :‘\' )“',‘,‘ "h‘ﬂr ti ,‘SY ‘”-‘,.,\ ity | warning shot without permission from the fire
leaped into a rowing- Pk g P feel i ol i o B commander, stationed some distance away.
“‘l.\“],”‘ A e 137 bolleved | Captain Fairbairn, giving evidence yester-
Some of the 137 are believed | 4. Spa R el bt nl S s e
3 ST R . Py ko | day, said that Ahhnug\ 1e received warnings
Lost Everyfhlng have swum ashore "‘”N“”‘ | about minefields in Singapore waters he was
ELE R hell SINgapore 5§ police are sear | never warned of the minefield No. 3 where the
tThu;u.( “(m ]” m . 8 o | ““\' for them 1 1 | Sirdhana sank after the explosion.
strained over the oars. In less than a§ An inguiry into the loss | R P SRR ciaa . (e g
# minute he was picking up s ship is to be opened 10111(:".“\7\ Tt | The Court expressed the opinion that
Naval and harbour I: thought the »@xu] struck a mine.| | the rescue \\ork‘oi the master and officers
gout from the c y e | ~—Reuter and British United Press. ! | after the explosion was admirable.
men ran to the
¢ helping in the res ; du/y
The missing passengers are main : <
Asiatics. Among the sur ar 7 * L s :
many Ame ans, % udin ) />72€s /é///
e 5 ' HE SIRDHANA " 10SS|
§ troupe of ten. BpATI o )
Th«‘\ were 4 TL” T s o i e
bafter a tour o SINKING OF THE Si
{ : SIRDHANA ingapore Court Suspends
e Master’s Certificate ;
: r : : ; y [
1 MILITARY PERSONNEL SAF}I { SINGAPORE. Thursday
) ) \ftor a five-days hearing a \IM‘\III
I The / g: ) >s that vould s i i g 3
authoritie row I'he A()lmn ‘i'l' dgm “;‘“\ h } it .\ i ;”‘ [Court, composed of a High Court
Menicirdhar e appear that the ritisn merchant ship [Judge as president and three master
India Steam N Sirdhana, which struck a mine off Singa- I mariners as assessors, to-day found }
is registered ¢ { { pore on Monday and sank, * must have | Captain Philip Fairbairn, master of
British Unitec ! inadvertently entered the British minefield the liner Sirdhana (7745 tons gross),
& il B 1 owned by the British India Steam
off that port. | ¢ ! )
: i Navigation Company, Ltd., guilty of
DecHi, Nov. 14.—It is officially an- wrongtul default’ in not acquainting
: nounced here that all »kh\: military himself with the position of the mine-
T /L//// personnel on board the Sirdhana have field into which the vessel sailed when
£ 1MES / been saved. The personnel includes 163 leaving Singapore harbour for Hong- |
[ndian non-commissioned officers and | kong at 10 a.m. (local time) on Nov: 13, |
AR e A : : oahie TR S % o
men with * followers ” (native servants) '(‘.'“l 1’” L 3 ‘\le‘ e '“".”‘ I . The |
) . : e i ourt suspended aptain Fairbairn s
Tro : o | -kong and Singz > Artille y s |
BRITISH INDIA LINER of the H«lmg kong and Singapore Artillery bl B oste B ore et bl
y = i . y . Reuler. recommended that he should be per-
R ATN T R £ 7.745 tons yd : 5 S Anase e
S \ ? ) The Sirdhana was ¢ hip o ton mitted to act as mate during the
l R”\LS f\ll\l belonging to the British India Steam Naviga- uspension
- ton (]~k,’!‘]!};‘!]},_ HCI"C“ Asiatic deck p.l.xux"_:c.\’ ‘he Court found the second officer.
lost their lives and nine others were reportec Thomas Gerard Green guilty of
P T T ¢ v 3 | as ‘ N
SUNK IN SINGAPORI ! missing. wrongful default in not acquainting
HARBOUR (laptain Fairbairn of messages received
regarding the minefield, and censured
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT him. The Court found that the loca-
SINGAPORE. Nov. 13 “”“]“!|‘I”l ]n;mi\ x}»}:nr milnvf'ivl(i was not
Itis ohciallt indonunce 4 ey marked on the ship's chart, and con-
Yt kT Vm i ”ug Lh“.l the British sidered that Captain Fairbairn should
India steamer Sirdhana (7,745 tons) sank have taken steps to aequaint himself
in ‘\"”il«li“““_ ”i‘l‘l‘gm this morning after ZImes 1611 with the location of the minefields.
striking a mine. No explanation of how /Imes about which the fullest information was
the accident occurred is likely to be given available- from the port authorities.
until - after the inquiry, which will be — The Court found that this neglect wz as |
mor e | 'S hle f he 1 the |
opened to-meorrow It is feared that 11 et i HGEs 3 directly responsible for the loss of the
‘ - I are : NKIN . ; I 2
deck passengers, chiefly infants and SINKING OF THE SIRDH ANA h”] $in ] Ao g
children. Baktbad 5 i : ——— | _The Court found that after the explo-
dren, have been drewned, and nine | sion all the officers took all possible i
Asiatics are also missing. 'All the Euro- e e 1 step to save life, and \“ “‘1‘ '}‘)‘! ;]‘ at ‘ J
S . Ps save considere
| peans who were on board were saved. SINGAPORE, Nov. 15 the conduct of all the officers was most |
; I'he vessel sank just outside the port I'he inquiry into the loss of the British admirable. The Court advised that the |
{limits, about three miles from the shore, India steamer Sirdhana, which sank after | authorities should consider at a very
[shortly after the pilot had disembarked. | striking a mine off Singapore on Monday, early date delegating authority to the |
Thousands of persons along the water- will open on Friday. There were a number| “”"ﬁ'ﬂ ?"{‘,‘l“"'“f’ of 4”“'[_'.’.“'1 ]””.“"l"«‘_'. ol
{ front saw the ship sink within 20 minutes of Chinese deportees on board, and it ig| <l b s gk el e
after violent expl s to "’ round when vessels were noticed |
|after a violent explosion. Among the now fficially announced that 123 out of ipproaching  dangerous areas This |
pJ\\L_n”u\ were Chinese deportees from 137 ul 1!15.11 have been accounted for. and recommendation was made as 4 result |
[ the Colony, mo f wt D : X / ;
, ony, most of whom were saved, were again in rLlfmd\ _()ﬂc has died in | of the officer giving evidence that hu‘
and the survivors included Nicola, the hospial, six are in hospital with injuries. had no authority to fire. and that if |
American magician, and his com vany, one tas escaped from hospital, two . he had fired across the Sirdhana’s hows |
[ I 1ave ! 3 :
whe lost their entire equipment, said to be escaped ashore, and four others are.| he would have been acting directly con- |
worth a large sum. missiag, ] trary to orders. - The Court had sug-i
- = ];_U-\tml that the Sirdhana could have
[ been stopped by this means.—Reiter, |
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