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Prég Sunk by submamine in the At

EVACUEE SHlP SUNK

283 C‘hi!dren and 7 Escorts
Lost

M Geolfrey  Shakespeare, M.V.:
Under-Secretary for Dominion Affairs.
the C Iv.mm i of the «Children's Over-
Fsons Reception Board hurried off to the
Wost Cloast port on receipt of the news,

i 9o Tar as suchoa blow to bereaved |
parents can be softened. the Board|
_Itook every. step whicli was possible. 1t

was folt that awith the presend diffi-|
i order to meet the warship brix sing Fenlties of the  post  the sending ot i
in the survivors: and v-m\xm‘.ll\ to. . ilettérs would  he slowe and inapprosi
surpervise the :\l"":\l::,u‘lm\w made  to Tivinte while the receipt of ateleégram |
socure their comfort.  He reportod danveving the sad news wonld i| volve
the- office of the Hoard that the ittle. - Eshock which should be voided . Taetinl
hawdfil of children swho were Fanded Janan - agency : regired, - and
weve well and. in good: heart, though cordingly the assistance - of = Localy
some wore shiehly biitised,  The thiee. ... i Education - Authorities in .the areas
Baand announees withdeep repret Tk ¢ were-at once takon ’(n‘ a local ;|(’t'(-4‘-‘rml was un»li\;iml. “l‘f‘\'w_n"x-i«-nuﬂ:
a ship. conveying 90 children and;nine | hospital. snd the Bogs were taken by weltnre nd - ot hel

i ; i Tho local Deputy-Birector of Bdueation....... t undertook on then behs

oseorts to:Camada under ity schemo of § to his owi honie of calling at the hame
evitcuation from and hreaking the news a< geaitly
the oversea Dominions has possibles It @ he too  stran
It is feared that ¢ emplinsised that any parent with 2
(0 it S Later Mr. Shakespeare child or children in process of evacua-
A following statement; L. tion oversea under the Board's scheme
lost. X waishiy ‘] “ 1 am  full of horror and indignation who  has not wdy ived -sn g
the that any German submarine captain could { yhessage 5

into & be found to torpedo a ship over 600 miles...... :

TORPEDOED N HEAVY WEATHER

The  Childrein s Overseas Reception o0

vulnerable  areds tog

« BARBAROUS METHODS OF

i WARFARE "

heen
pedoed and sunk.

children

issued. thd

85 of the seven of

have hoen
procesded to

had bronght

escorts
which

recd
seene of the
disaster northern
bareaved parents have

| Wi 14
from land in a tempestuous sen. The con- ciiild. was s
three ditions that  there was little
chanee for pas whether adult or
children, to survive. - This deed will s
the wotld. It .is another example of the
harbarous methods of warfare assoc jated
with Nazi Germany, and it is only
parable with their  present brutal
indiseriminate  bombing ol women
children in London.”

The children, who

came from Stateaided

port seven children. ¢itly and |
| four boys.

The children embarked at o West
I Cloast port during the second week
Qeptember, and werd well on: the » 45
to their new svar-time Jiothe when the
ship wag strock at 10 p.ai. on Tuesday.
Sept. 17.  As awith the evaciee ship
which was torpedoed 1 Augnst on
voyage, wher the whole com-
390 children saved
harmed . the precautions taken by the
Board the which
made it possible o transport oversea
and place in homes nearly 3000 children
without, hitherto, -a single casualty.
IFor every 15 children  there was 4
skilled and expefienced escort, inaddi-
tion to a doctor and nurse. There woere
frequent boat drills. @ The complement |
of ‘the ship was so caléulated thaa for |
Fevery ~child’ there was one adult
passenger on hoard. - The authoritics
satisfied that the provision of |
hoats was niere than ample. Thétragic

atein

a similar

pany of was un-

WEre on scale has

were

Veircumstances defeated all precangions. o

A nitmber of the children areibelieve
to have been Killed by the (\;)lmmn

There was a terribly heavy sea avhichf...

~\\.1m])v(l many ‘of - the boats

e i
defegted gallant efforts ot resense.

were

andy
and

schools, - were

lumhm in those parts oi

areas in

dntion for them in the ship.

which  are
London,
and Newport
were from five to 15,

Middlesex
horder from
Sunderland
i Their
in
entire families.

jlist over the
3 from  Liverpool,
! (Mon.).
l ATOS and
| [live of them wers the
Fehildren - of dondon parents named
2(.nmm(mfl who recently found
{ thay emerged from a public shelter
aftor st ate raid that their home had
11)(\« 1 shattered by a bomb, The Board

took over the ¢h ildren, had them fitted
i(nn with clothing. and found accommo-
Two other
| passengers in the
August.

had been
tshipwhich swas torpedoed  in
The home of. one of these, Michael
Bronker. was threatened by a delayed
dction bomb abotit the time ‘he returned
from: the first intervupted voyage: in

i children

l’ntn Allen.

other cireiimstances made it impossible
for the child to return home. S0 these

twdl also.. wete accommodated in

drawn alnost entirely from valnotrable |

nnmhm of cases they represented .

when .

the

G

{ children,

eomdg

;)l';u'liv:x”_\' all g

- Yot

i

{ proceed oversea. A8
4 the anguish

‘sympathise:
shate veur giief.”

informed.

To \'\:u‘f“
Shakospeare
letter: —

1 am very distressed’ o inform you
that, in spite of all the precantions taken,
the ship earryiy children to Casns
was forpedoed or night, Sept. 17.
I am afraid vo 3 ¢ oare npot among
those reported reaeued, and T any in-
formed that the 3 no chance of there
being afiy further lisls 0f survivors from

ffected Mzx.

the following

the torpedoed veduel, Tha Children’s Ov |
: 10 s i i
seas Reeeption Board wishes sne to e :
its very deep sympathy* with
bereavemi :
nt.. L |!\’t 30 many Hther parents
Lol anxious to send yvonr children
j oversea o ene of the Dominions to enjoy
a _happier and safer life. You e wgeously
took this nie“x. on in the interest of your
believing that: this. conrse was
better than continucus Hit raid HHhu% )
7 L |
there have been no casualfies: amonw th\
3 18 -4 ¢
hul!f“l)l( of ehilidren sent: overse linn
happily the course of tlie war . ni
o 4 ( e war has shown |
: neither by ‘land jior sea ean lhnro
e complete safety, amd all of s are sul ‘

ject to risk whether swe stav. a Jy,””‘ &
g \ome: ¢

Yo 1

were

a parent- I can realise|
¢ i 1se
' Bouist that this letter must cause |
i.un and 'thr' graat. sadness which will be |
wrought’ into your home '
assufe yoi how

with

) I sheald like to
profoundly. I. pumvnll\ ’
you gud-liow dw;x i

W
i
ifhx- ease of tlhie second,
!
|

xH—!J‘n(}»‘] sl

Sugddested Record ) \ /

Date of Commitlee.

Committee’s Minute.
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TORPEDOED EVACUEE SHIP

The “City of Benares”

It was revealed yesterday that the
f vossel which was torpedoed last week
while carrying 90 children and their
escorts to Canada was the Ellerman’s
Qity Line steamer ('ity of 8enares,
P AOTE BHOSS Ve 0 2080 vessel in
her owners” fleet. When shejleft the
Clyde in October, 1936, on her maiden
voyage to India 1t was stated that she
had a service speed of 15 knots, ien-
abling her to make the vovage froni |h
Liverpool to Bombay. via Marseilles,
in 21 days. She was built by Barclay, !

{ completed within 94 months of laying

Curle & Co., Iitd., Whiteinch, and was

the keel. Her propelling machinery,
consisting of Parsons turbines, sup-
plied by Cammell Laird & Co.. [td,

Birkenhoad. developed 6500 s.h.p..
and on her trials she attained a speed
of 174 knots. In a way she was a

pioneer vessel in the Indian trade, for
her passenger accommodation set a
new  standard, the cabins being re-
markably spacious and airy: one of
the features was a tastefully and gaily
decorated children’s dining and play-
room at the after end of the bridge
deck. The cabins were on the upper
deck and bridge deck, and the public
rooms, promenade decks and ' sports
deck were very extensive. The 10 life-
boats were all fitted with  Fleming {
hand-propelling gear.

LL 274

“CITY OF BENARES” TRAGEDY

Three of the Officers from Tayside

from Our Own Correspondent
DUNDEE, Thursday
Three of the officers of the sunk
evacuee liner (fity of Benares are from
the Tayside district. Capbain Landles
Nicoll. who is missing, made his home
at 3. Viewfield Road, Arbroath. He is
aged 51, is married and has three
daughters The only son of the late
Captain David Nicoll, Arbroath, he
served his apprenticeship in sail with |
the Shire Line. During the last war|
he held commissioned rank in  thel

R.N.R.. serving in a patrol yacht in
the Atlantic and later in COonvoy escort
vossels,  After the war he joined the

City Line, and for over 20 years was
master of liners trading to India and|
the East. “

Fourth Officer onald M. Cooper
who is also niissing, resides at Inver-
gowrie, near Dundec. He is a son of
the late Mr. Arthur W. Cooper, who
was  associated  with ! marine
engineering firm of Cooper & (ireig.
Dundee, now out of business. Mr.
Cooper was posted to another of the
company’s vessels which sailed  some

time aco. but he was prevented from |
joining her by malaria. He served his |
apprenticeship in the ill-fated Athenia,
and latterly in the Latitia, Three of
his five brothers are also ship’s officers,
and one of them was in a ship which |
picked up the Clity of Benares’ S O 8. |

Third Officer William Tee, of
Torthill Drive, Broughty Ferry, has
been saved ;

g 3
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“ISUNK EVACUEE LINER’S

BOAT FOUND

46 More Survivors

The Air Ministry announced late on
Thursday that a boat containing 46
survivors from the torpedoed evacuee
liner (fity of Benares, had been found
by a Sunderlaud flying boat on Wed-
nesday. after having been adrift for
eight days in mid-Atlantie. The sur-
vivors. including six evacuee children,
were picked up by a British warship,
and were landed at a British port m!
Thursday night.

The boat was found 600 miles from
land. The survivors had been adrift
since their ship was torpedoed in mid-
"Atlantic on Sept. 17. Two Sunder-
lands. one helonging to the Royal Aus-

The Australian Sunderland had just
been relieved from convoy escort when
it found the lifeboat. The captain flew
to the convoy, and asked the captain
of an R.A.F. Sunderland which had
taken over from him to see to the
rescue of the survivors. By Aldis lamp
signals he gave their exact position.

The captain of the second Sunder-
land said: ** The Sunderland we were
relieving over: the convoy sent up. a
i message just before going off patrol.
The captain said he had sighted a boat.
He could not stay because his petrol
was running low. We went straight to
the place he indicated and found the
! hoat at once. All the people in the
| boat were sitting or lying down, except
one man who was at the tiller. Some,
amidships, seemed to be in rather a
bad way. They had hoisted a sail and
were making what speed they could.
When we got there we dropped a para-
chute bag filled with all the food we
had on board.  We attached a life-
jacket to keep it afloat.

« We circled round and made them a
sional that we were going to get help,
but they had only a semaphore which
we were travelling too tfast 1o read
However, we made them understanc
that we were going to fetch a shiy
swhich we thought was about 40 mile
away. Before leaving them 1 weni
(IU\\’II \'(‘I'.\' IU\\' on i)ll‘ water 3\“(1 saw
that it would be possible to land anc
take them on hoard if they could not
be rescued otherwise. Then we went U
foteh a ship. We found a warship anc
gignalled that there was a hoat full of
people and indicated their position
[ said we would meet the warship neai
ithe lifehoat. !

“ We flew back to the hoat and then
fo the warship again, but she was not
bon the right course, so | signalled
¢ Follow me,  and then flew directly
over the ship towards the lifeboat. The
warship altered course and followed.
When 1 was getting near the lifeboat
T dropped a smoke flare which the war-
fiship saw and signalled 0. K. We waited
until we saw the warship actually stoj
alongside the lifeboat, and then, as we
had received a signal telling us to
return to base before dusk, we left.
We were very glad to see those people
safe and all felt very bucked about i

One of the survivors, Mr. Bohdan
Nagorski, a director of a Polish ship-
ping company, gave an account of his
experiénces to a_news agency reporter.
Ho  said: ¢ We had 'made up
our minds that there was no hope
of being rescued.  We had been at sea
in an open bhoat for eight days. We
had little water and our food rations
were . also  practically exhausted.
Suddenly we heard the roar of aero-
plane engines. We looked up and saw
to our joy a Sunderland flying boat
appearing from the clouds. A ’plane
swooped down and the pilot signalled
to us and then disappeared.  Later he
returned and dropped food consisting
of fruit and other light diet from the
'plane. The food. however, missed the
boat and fell into the water, but we
were not worrying about food by this
time. The flying boat went off again
but returned later. almost simul-
taneously with the appearance of a
warship which had come to rescue us.’!
| . Fourth Officer R. M. Cooper, who
was in charge of the boat. paid tribute
to the behawiqur of the. children, and
especially priided the work of Miss
Mary Cornish. who massaged the
children. keeping them as fit as pos-
sible.  The boat picked up. five men
who were on rafts.

Obitu._arx_

tralian Air Force, shared in the reseue. |
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EVACUEE LINER SURVIVORS

Fourth Ofﬁcer's Account of |
» Boat Trip

On his return to Dundee after navi-
Cgating a lifeboat from the U_n'p(%!ned
f ovacnee liner (fity of Benares 10!‘_Olght
L days in mid-Atlantic, [fourth  Officer
Ronald M. Cooper was given a great
feception by his friends. Mr. Cooper 3i
‘hoat, containing 45 SUrvivoers, wn\‘
i found by a flying boat. ;

[ an interview, Mr. Ceoper .x:n(l\
tlint after casting off thiey stood by
antil the liner went down. They picked
10 or 11 survivors out of the water and
then ran hefore the wind. The lifeboat
proved a fine dry boat, and t!mngh the
spray was troublesome at times they
shipped no more water than conld be
Ecomfortably dealt with by baling. W hen
Lthe seas ran too high for safety they
Fsed the sea anchor and hove to. Dur-
fine calm weather they used a hand-
fpaddle arrangement in the stern. At
[the week-end they sighted a cargo
listeamer. but she appeared to think
their sail was a U-boat trap -as she
made off. When the ’plane spotted
them a naval man who had been saved
from the water semaphored the ship’s|
name.

The six children never <-mn]>|;1inud.‘

Land Miss Cornish, the escort, performed
wonders in keeping them warm and in
good spirits. Although some of the
natives were suffering severely by the
time they were picked up, most of the
Euraopéans, he thought, could have
held eut for sugther tHe of threg da¥s.




