[LEOY DS LIST & SHIPPING GAZETTE, Tuesday, Sept. 2L 1948

WSS @F @leLk@B’ \LE

M o.T. lnquiry @pehed
SHIFTING OF DECK cmo

i A va-;tw of Transpm-vt Court of
Inguiry into the loss of the British
steamer Willodale, in the Bay of
Biscay on Apr. 4, 1947, was opened
yesterday = at the Royal Courts of
Jushee, Strand, London. The inquiry
is  being conducted by Mr. John
Naisby, K.C., as Wreck Commissioner,
assisted by three assessors, Mr. H. A,
Lyndsay, Captain J. P. Thomson and
(‘ommandet . V. Setton. The vessel,
which was ow ned by the Bromage Ship-
’pmg Company, Ltd., Cardiff, was on a
voyage from Bordeaux to Cardiff - with
-pxtprups, mcludmg a deek-.
in bad weather develop
of ler crew were killed by
“of pitprops, and six others mcf
the master, were not fmmd there
being 10 survivors. Counsel for the
istry of Transport suggested that
there were three points for congider:
tion, the weather, the vessel’s stability
and reasons for fallute (&f boﬂez'
ﬁf‘:‘s?“ré‘-,

W&?
an,

. in July sa d
that the number of er—]awkets in tﬁe(

t«* :zzsel was in order.” When he saw the ‘could and tried to make for La Pallice.

“of Nos. 1, 8 and 4 holds went over-

board. After mentioning further mes-
sages. from the Willodale, Mr. Bucknill
said she fired distress rockets at 4 30
am. on Apr, 4. At 5 10 am. the

watertight doors in the bulkhead
between No. 2 hold and the stokehold
gave way and the list became very
serious. At 5 11 a.m. the order
“ abandon ship ”’ was given and there
was no time to swing out the starbeard
lifeboat. ‘‘ The sea swept the boat
out,”” Counsel said. ¢ Some of the
crew Jumped in the boat and some were
swept over by the sea. The ship went
down hy hér head with the stern out
“of the water, still listing to starboard.

Ten men were picked up in the water |

by the French pllot boat. There is
evidence that six men already dead
were also picked up.”’ Mr. Bucknill
also referred to the 1aduetxon of the
ship’s boiler pressure on which evidence

d| would be called.

- After stating that a considerable
“amount of money was spent in repairs
‘and keeping the vessel in condition,
Mr. Bucknill suggested that the Court
would have to consider the followmg
points: (1) If the weathem Wwas excep-
tional: On this issue there would be
‘evidence of a conversation hetween the
master and the pilot as to the wisdom
of sailing having regard to. the con-
ditions. (2) The question of the vessel’s
smblhty This would mvolve the ques-
tion of the list and the height of the
deck cargo. (3) The reasons for the
failure of the s}ups boiler pressure.
This might be a major point.

~ Captain Freperick RipLey, a M:nis;

try of Transport; official at Newc tle,
gave evidence of a sury ’hhe
. 1946, He said

11 defects had been remedied.
SioxEy  TURNER BrypEN, a
prmmpal ship’s  surveyor, Lloyd’
Register of Shipping. said tfxe vessel's
free-board ;‘extaﬁcate was issu

1941 and extended in 1946 and

second officer of ‘the Willodale,
thi ‘dispdafitig‘g 0 the ’d ok

| They tried to alter course,
| vessel turned to the morth and would

05 CapETANIS, hoatswain and

UNABLE TO TURN ROUND

Asked if the master decided to con-
tinue the voyage to Cardiff, Capetanis
replied, “ No.” He turned the ship
round and tried to make La Pallice.
The vessel was better for a while after
the cargo went over the side, but later
the list became worse. Witness was
relieved of his watch at midnight. The
ship was then heading to the west and
the sea was very high. The French
pilot hoat which came to their aid was
to try to escort them to La Pallice.
but  the

not go further.

A message from the engine-room
reported that the ship was flooding. T
was sent with a message from the
‘master to the wireless operator to
abandon ship. The list by this time
was very bad.”

Witness was closely que:tmned as to
why it was not possible to get the life-
boat out. He replied that the ship
was still listing very badly and it was
impossible to do so.

He added: ‘1 jumped over the side
with the wireless officer.  He could
not swim at all. T tried to push him
clear of the ship and gave him two pit-
props to hold on to and then pushed
him clear. I had been in the water
“ahout five minutes when the ship went
down. I was in the water two hours
 before I was picked up by the pllot
hoat, which had also picked up six
bodies.

Counser: In your opinion what
_caused the vessel to sink?—The bad
weather.

Do you think it could have been

,swmded ?—I don’t quite understand.

Do you think anything could have
‘been done to save her ?—We did all we

The heamng was ad,}ourned untﬂ
’t -day : ;




