As instructed‘ the ﬁndersigne& attended the court

of enquiry 1nto the loss of the above shd;vfrum the‘goyh
Sep“ember, 19&8 tO thh September, 1948, inclusive, at the
Law Courts.

The enquiry is fully “enorted in the attached extracts
from Lloyd's List.‘

Description of Ship

Registered Dimensions‘z‘268 Z 3053 7.0
Gross Tonﬁage : LiE i777
Oﬁnéd by Bromagé Shipping Co. Ltd.

11t by R Thompson & Sons, Ltd. ir 1909
Class =k lOOAl
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The ship left Bordeaux on the 2nd April, 197 With

a cargo of pitwood, vart of this cargo being stowed on deck
in the forward and after wells. The carg 'was held' in
position by pitprops erected as uprights around the bulwarks
‘- and held in positLon only by the welght of the deck cargo.
The cargo was stowed to & helght at least as great as that
of the uprimhts and was lashed in position by blbhts of
wire attachﬂd at each en&Tbulwark stays, the bibht ‘on one

531&3 behn& ledvover the'carge and laShed by rope to the
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Veorresponding bight fpam the other SLde. ‘Evidence was

conflleting but ‘there were nrobably two i

 hside 1n way of esch hatchw&y.‘



upright condition:f

’ hOn the 3rd Aprii;;eicéptidnéllyrhéQVy weéther was

experienced and the deck cargo in way of No. 2 hatchway shifted,

the uprlohts anparently w:ving way, so that the cargo still

retained by its lashings, hung over the ship's starboard side

like g hartly-inflated balloon, givin her a dangerous list.

The lashinbs securing the cargo were cut ani the pitprops

cagscaded overboard tearing the tarpaulins of No. 2 hatchway

and carrying away the starboard bulﬁarks as they did so. vain

attempts were made %o nail down the térn tarpaulins, and water

entered the hold, Qerha@é through the hatchway; perhaps through

_holes in the stringer plate wlee the bulwark‘stay attachments

had been thorn away. The list cradually inereased and water

finally penetrated into the stokehold through the watertight

‘door on the port gide, the guides for which are stated to have

carried away. The Haster'gave orders to abandon ship and she

foundered shortly afterwards in the early morning of Lith April.
Evidence was given by vessrs. MeCallum and Scully,

the Society's Surveyors who carried out respectively the

General Eiamination‘in Newcastle In July, 1946, and survey in

connection with margin-plate fractures in Barry in PFebruary, 194h7.
Reports were produced and proved by the undersigned.
Copies of (@ireculars Nos. 1772 and 1862, relating

to the suspension and resumptiOn of Special Surveys, were

required by the Court, and in cpnn@etiog With the latter.

circular, lir. Broadhead, counsel for the dependents of the Master

and Chi@f-Officer,.stated that anparently the older the ship,

dnd the more extensive the repalrs required i Elie less s»rﬁnvent
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Calculations of the stability of the ship when
carrying declk cargo had been made by the Owners!' Superintendent
and by lr. Hawking, Surveyor to the Ministry.of Transport.
The former found thsat the ship had a positive metacentric
height and the latter a negative metacentric height.
Tﬁe Superintendent's calculation had been based on a deck
cargo height of only 5 feet, whereas Mr. Hawkin's calculation
was based on a height of deck cargo similar to that which the
ship carried on her last voyage .

| The finding of the Court will be pronounced shortly.

It 1s thoughtthat 1t will be found that, although the ship
was not overloaded in the %ﬁinary sense, she was so in actual
fact, as, owing to the large mount of cargo carried on deck,
it was impossible to f£ill wo. i double-bottom tank., Tf the
latter had been filled the vessel would have been stable
and the cargo might not have carried away.It is thought
that & reflection on the Marine Superintendent will be made
as to the lack of correct stability information lmparted by him
to the Master. It 1s also thought that some recommendation
may be made as to the securing timber uprights. go far as
the Soclety is concerned, the only matter likely to be raised
is that of the'more‘frequent examination of waterticht doors.

The following original documents were produced
and are now in possession of the Court. They will be
returned In due course. ;

Original Load Line Report C.ll dated 1932,

Rpbs. C.11(e¢) and ¢.12(a) dated 1941,
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The Owners' letters in revly to the Secretary's,
lettarsof Uith and 21st Mareh, 1947,
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