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. s 3 Maru, of 11,930 tons gross, was boun 1
‘ Date Particulars of Classification. from Japan “to England, and sank fol-
&

lowing an explosion off the East Coast
f/aa/?/ ELm <S/238 vesterday. Her crew of 177 and 28

| M 7’58’ . Ipassongers were saved.  The sinking |

¢ ' Liast Minute /qm 4 was seen by a large number of people |
Lo .34 BS qé from the shore. An eye-witness said he

S ey SR heard no explosion but’ great volumes |

5.6 MNol-38 k{ Uog’(‘ of water rose high in the air. The ship |

. O/Lflyﬁlﬂﬁﬁ;‘_gb_gd? partially submerged, remained in this |

position for a little while. and then |

Lo
’ ’ sank. i
M,./V /q&q sm}\. lifeboat and other craft immedi-li

ately left for her. A number of peaple ‘i
o = . s . on hoard the liner were picked up by

particulars of Casualty This vessel 1s reported tio bhave. .. rescue vossels. She disappeared in 40 |

~. sunk in forty minutes after striking a mine off minutes. Mr. 8. Okamoto, Counsellor

mTarwich the 21st Novemt Gz o of the Japanese Embassy in London,

et ich on the .S November, IO e accompanied by Mr. Sugiyama, the
: Consul-General, proceeded to the port
o s . i - to interview survivors and investigate
She is lying with a starboard 1list the sinking. .
Fathoms of waker on a level sandy bottom, and (l"r‘hgodf.g’;"l,uf’;;flzu r‘.‘{fﬂ'{;li‘umﬂglﬁ.l s

R P § 2 i | engage > Japan-European ser-
it 1s stated that re floating would entail removing vice of the Nippon Yusen Kaisya,

the greate part of supe SUTe . Tokyo, was a 16}-knot twin-screw motor
- r k7w Bup ratsructure | liner built 'hy2 the Mitsubishi Zosen
| Kaisha, Ld., Nagasaki, in 1930,

* previously before

Her name is included in
Nar Losses periodically published in L1

In reply fto. the casualty notice,
the Owners' London Office state 1t has not yet been
“aacided whether it is.possible. to salve. _the ship,
g0 that at preseny 1% would be premature to record Whel the: Terih
her a8 losk. . ship of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha,
struck a mine yesterday her 28 pas- |
| sengers and crew of 120 were saved
by a flect of rescue vessels which|

survivors, g :

The thirteen British passenge
cluded: a woman of over 170,
suffered from shock when she
thrown off her feet.

SEEN FROM SHORE
! People walking along the promenade
of an east coast town saw the liner}
sink

“ She was steaming smoothly along,”
said one eye-witness, “and then 1.
heard an explosion and saw a huge;~|
¢olumn of water rise in the air.
. “ Ships in the vicinity quickly drew
pear the liner, which was going down.
slowly, stern first.” i
¢ People on the quay waved as boats
steamed in with the survivors, towing
behind them lifeboats from the sunken
iiner, which was on a voyage to,
England from the Far East
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10ST JAPANESE |
LINER |

ANOTHER VICTIM OFF
EAST COAST

ALL ON BOARD SAVED

The Japanese steamer Terukuni Maru
(11,930 tons), bound from lJapan to
England, sank off the East Coast yesterday

.after an explosion. She is thought to have |

Istruck
'whole of her crew of 177 and her

| Matsykura, commodore of the line.

a mine laid by a U-boat. T?C
2¢
passengers were safely taken off by rescue
ships and a lifeboat. The survivors were
landed and brought to London yesterday
evening.

The sinking was witnessed by large
numbers of people from the shore. The
liner remained afloat for a long time after
striking the mine, and this, together with
the fact that several rescue vessels were
quickly at hand, prevented a heavy
casualty list. There were 13 British pas-

sengers. |
Mr. Okamoto, Counsellor of the
Japanese Embassy in London, accom-

panied by Mr. Uchiyama, the Consul-
General, on being informed of the sinking,
went at once to the port to interview
survivors and investigate the disaster. |
The Terukuni Maru was owned by the |

| Nippon Yusen K.K. and registered in
| Tokyo. She was the principal liner on the |
4 company’s service from Japan to Europe,

and  was commanded by Captain |

It was stated last night that three pas- |

#sengers were injured, but not seriously. |

CAPTAIN’S STORY

Mr. B. Matukura, the captain of the
liner. in conversation last night with a
representative of The Times, said:—

We arrived in the Channel on Sunday morn-
ing. Two naval officers came on board and
advised us which route to take in order to
clear the mines, and we were also advised to
fly a special signal in accordance with routine
instructions. This indicated that the ship had
cleared the contraband. This morning at about
8 o'glock the pilot came on board, and we left
the anchorage about 8.30 a.m. :

It was about 12.53 to-day when we struck
the mine. At the time we were proceeding at
about 15 knots, the normal speed of the boat.
There was a tertific explosion in No. 2 and
No. 3 holds. The ship shot up, several plates

[ were broken, and three of the passengers were

injured. Altogether there were 206 on board
—28 passengers, 177 crew, and the pilot. The
engines were disabled by the explosion and the
pilot suggested that we should take the ship
to shallow water, but we could not do this.
The boat sank about 45 minutes after she was

I struck, and this gave time for all to get in the

i boats.

Eight boats were lowered. All got

fon board safely, and even a passenger’s dog

was rescued. There were many British vessels
on hand to come to our assistance. The ship
went down heeling to starboard.
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Crowd See
Japanese
Liner Su

Mined off E. Coast

ITLER'S sea terror—the
mines he cannot control
—claimed as victim yesterday
the crack Japanese luxury
liner Terukuni Maru (11,930
tons), sinking her within sight
of crowds on an east coast

promenade.

There were 177 crew and 28 pas-
sengers—15 of them British—on
board the liner.

So prompt was rescue work that
all were saved, without even wet-
ting their feet. Only three were
slightly hurt. Even a dog was
saved. i

Japan now becomes the second |
former Axis partner to lose a vessel |
within a few days. The Italian
steamer Grazia was mined during the
week-end, with the loss of four lives.

During and since the week-end at
least 15 British and neutral vessels
have been sent to the bottom by Nazi

murder mines. The total tonnage is
more than 50,000.

WATERSPOUTS

IT was just after midday that the
twin funnels of the Terukuni
Maru, oil-driven ‘‘flagship” of the
Nippon Yusen Kaisha Line, were seen |
shining in the pale sunshine off thel
east coast [

Under Captain O’Kuno, commodorei
of the line, she was on her way to Eng- |
land from Marseilles. |

Suddenly people, soldiers among
them, who had gathered on the |
promenade to watch her pass, saw |
great columns of water spout in the |
air. Then borne on the wind came the
thunder of an explosion.

Almost at once the liner began to
sink slowly by the bows.

Immediately a lifeboat and other
rescue craft put out, and soon were
beside the liner, taking off passengers
and crew.

Although badly holed, it was more
than 40 minutes before the liner dived
to the bottom—plenty of time for all
on board to be taken off without

difficulty.
“REMAINED STEADY”’

1\, R. W. Potter, an eye-witness, said :
= ¢ After the explosion, the liner
remained for about half an hour with
her bows well down, but otherwise
steady.

“ Then her stern seemed to heel up,
and she went down by the head.

“ By that time the passengers and
crew were being brought to safety.”

SPECIAL TRAIN

()N landing, passengers and crew of
the Terukuni Maru were placed
on a special train for London, to be |
taken to the Great Eastern Hotel, Liv- |
erpool-street, where the Simon Bolivari
survivors were given shelter. i

A contingent of men from the Emer- |
gency Medical Service waited at thei
hotel to meet them.

When the rescued men and women |
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“GRAVE CONCERN”
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OFFICIAL PROTEST TO
BE MADE

: From Our Own Correspondent
]; . TOKYO, Nov. 224
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| & Tfle Japanese were proud of the Teru-
Kuni Maru, one of the best ships of the |
:::Nlpp_nn Yusen K.K., their premier line, !
and its loss startles the public more than

anything yet reported in connexion with

the European war. Every newspaper to- |
night quotes The Hague Convention of

1907, drawing attention to the clauses

which prohibit the use of unmoored mines

and require belligerents to notify neutrals

of mined areas.

; Whate\(er kind of mine was employed,

it is certain that Japan was not notified of

the existence of a minefield where the

explosion occurred. A protest and claims

for compensation will therefore be made

whcp it has been determined which of the

bc.llxgcrcnts was responsible for laying the

mine.

Meanwhile the Press notes that the ship |
carried a British pilot, which is presump- |
tive evidence that the mine was not British. |
It is also noted that the Terukuni Maru is l
the thirty-seventh neutral victim of the
EL:rop«;an war. The Japanese Govern- "
ment feels ** grave concern,” according to |
the Foreign Office, and will take appro- |
priate measures when responsibility husi
been established. |

Three points must be investigated |
before fixing responsibility under The |
Hague Convention: (1) Was the mine
moored or loose ? (2) If the mine was
moored, was it laid within a zone of which
the neutral Power had been warned ? (3)
Was the mine laid by Great Britain or by |
Ge.rman_v ?  One official expressed the !
opinion that The Hague Agreement was
too old to cover present requirements.
Even if, as some reports suggest, the mine
belongs to a new magnetic type, neither
imoored nor loose, Japan has good
 reasons for complaint against the country
'whlch laid the minefield without carrying
‘out its obligation to warn neutral ship-
i ping. While profoundly thankful that all
Lon board have been saved, the Japanese |
 fully realize that if the explosion had |
joccurred at night the crew’s splendid §
’;d|smpline could not have prevented a !
[ tragedy. « |




