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Ansd,

Deay 8ir, OnpDO

In reply to your latter of tha 1st inst, I bag to
Porward particulars of the loading, bunkering ang bsllasting
pf the s/s "GRETASTON®,

Outwards:-

fasarve bunker 91-110, rull.

Uppar tween dacks boiler room bulkhesd 91-110 Full,

Uppar tween decks abreast ocasings Frull,

Bridge tween decks boiler room bulkhesd toBridge front - 4/5ths, full
Bridge tween descks abreast casings rull,

Coal Shoot full,

' 211 Scotoh coal total weight 1954 tons.

All eellular double bottom tanks, desp tank and aft peak tank Full,

praft leaving Graenock, =
126" forward, =
170" aft,
14'-9% maan,
Deadweight 3800 tons,

Homewnrds : -

k1L holde snd deep tank full of grain and a small quantity in -
bage in poov,




P

Opess dbunker full of grain,
e dgal in permanant bunkers and bridge space

Praft leaving River Plate,

24'-54v forward

24'-64v art

24'-5% mean

Deadweight 8700 tons,
with refarence to your anquiry as to the gonditions of

londing st the time that the damage now complédned of was noticed,
Ghptain Ross, the Owners mnorintmd&it. and tha Captain of tha
vWi informs me as follows:-—
Frile the vessal wae lying in Glasgow bafora the trial trip 1t
w8 observed that bridge deck was slightly down on starboard side
Torward of boliler casing, and difficulty wes axperimnosd with
fisaring rods, these not being worksble, and they had to be re-
‘wajusted bafore the vassel proceeded on trial,
Thea condition of loading at this time was as given for outward

VOVAZe; The vassal left tha Clyds on the 5th February 19234,

snd on the 11th Psbruary ths bridge deck was obsarved to bes panting,

ot ths morning of the 13th Pebruery ths bridge deck was panting
ewdbogh sides from bunker hatch to aft and of saloon house,

onn the 135th at 10-30 tha bridge deck plating took & decided set
st riddlay doors,

ofi the 15th examined deck snd found bridge deck sagging 24 indee
o starboard side and the plate crackead § inches from oasing sids,




on the port side sagging 1% inches,
135th at 2 p,m, plate still cracking,

16th - bridge shear strake rising plates at both ends, rivets

observad to have worked slaek,
17th at 5 p,m, Plate on port sida of fiddley oracking,
Wind - Moderate gale,

18th at 0-30a,m, bridge deck seemed to be all moving % to
% ineh,

Marc%\asrd. 8-40,

Depptank observed to be panting # to ¢ inch on port side, and

emptying through ovarflow pipes, Weather moderate,

One hour later - 9-40 Dacided to empty deep tank and did so,

Homewards:-
Good passage average spaed fully 9 knots, No exceptional
weather, Oaptain reported by wireless that decks coming back
again,

The log books warea not -vailublalbut Captain Ross
informed me that if extracts were desired application should
be made to the Ownars who he has no doubt would be pleased

to forward same,

I enclose harawith your_ guidance particulars of
GW e P ,fyu..,

bunker, tank and hold  cspacity plan on board the vessel as




these may probably be useful in your investi gations,
With referance to your latter of yesterday I beg
to inform you that no cargo has baen damaged,

I am, Dear sir,,

Yours faithfuliy,

The Sacretary,
London E,0, 3,




