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Hod icer G ade said:
‘The fire was very intense abou
1 10 p.m., when our services were maki

- reasonable progress and were attackin
| the blaze at all quarters. But. such w
‘Y the tender state of the vessel, owin
- to the fact that she had been .undm»%

* going extensive overhaul and repair, that
Iree water was able to find its way into
parts of the ship which would otherwise '
mot have been 30 accessible. The ship |
<was gaining a list to port rapidly and |
about: this time a dangerous situation |
presented ifself. A conference between |
all interested parties was held and it was {
decided that if water continued to be |
poured into the ghip there was the possi-
bility that the list, which at that time
was 19 deg., would rapidly accentuate
ithe position. There was the further pos-
sibility  that the vessel would capsize
by sliding away on her port side across
Gind stone Docks.  With the deepest
regret and reluctance therefore we had
to withdraw our forces just at a time
when success seemed to be coming our’
way, but the interests at stake made
the decision inevitable. {Firemen are |
still manning branches and keeping the
Gladstone Dock shed cool from radiated
. heat from the superstructure of the
4 vessel, which at its uppermost limit is
< only 10 in. from the shed.”
+ London, Jan,
. 26.—Early this morning, following a
. conference between Canadian Pacific
Railway Company officials, tug officials
and fire officers, Sir Rex Hodges,
manager and secretary of the Mersey
" Docks and Harbour Board, said: “ We
5. have decided there is nothing else we
can do except let the steamer Empress
of Canada burn herself out.” The fire
was still going strong in the vessel, with
firemen taking what protective measures
they could on the quayside. It is
~ thought that the ship may burn for at
east two days—Exchange Telegraph
Company.

London, Jan.
26.—Steamer Empress of Canada heeled
over on to her side in Gladstone Dock,
Tiiverpool, at 1 38 a.m. to-day. At a’
midnight conference shipping, dock and
fire officials decided that the. fire, which
apparently broke out in the liner’s dis-
pensary soon after 4 p.m. yesterday,
would have to burn itself out. When the
vessel heeled over she sank in 50 ft. of ;
water. Her derricks and lifting tackle
broke loose and dangled over the quay-
side and flames and smoke belched afresh
from the starboard side. There were !
several explosions inside the liner.—Ex-
change Telegraph Company.

Liverpool, Jan. !
26.—Steamer Empress of-Canada: Fire- |
men were compelled to abandon opera- |
tions on board vessel early to-day owing |
to vessel listing. The vessel is now lying
on the bottom of the dock on her port
side, apparently a total loss.

London, Jan.
26.—Shortly after 2 a.m. a Canadian
Pacific official announced ** Steamer Em-
press of Canada is a total loss.” Liver-
poot—C.ID. are making investigations
into the cause of the fire, and it is pos-
sible that Dr. J. B. Firth, Director of
the Home Office Forensic Science
Laboratory, at Preston, will be called. —
Exchange Telegraph Company.
Liverpool, Jan. !
26. — Steamer Empress of Canada cap-
sized towards quay and is lying with}
port side on wet doeck bottom, star-
board propeller above water, plating on
starboard side above waterline buckled,:
and masts and funnel broken. Amidship ,”
-accommodation and superstructure
gutted; fire still smouldering. TUnable
to get on board. Vessel will most pro-
bably prove to be a constructive total
loss.—Salvage Association’s Surveyors.

EMPRESS OF CANADA. — Liverpooly
Jan. 28.—Salvage men started working
on the partly submerged steamer
Empress of Canada, in Gladstone Dock,
to-day, cutting away some of the super-
structure and other obstacles. They are
clearing a way for a detailed investi
tion into the cause of the fire, but a vasts
amount of work will be n ary before
proper access can he obtained.—“ The
Times ” (Correspondent. (See issue of
Jan. 28.)

— — — TLiverpool, Jan. 29.
—Steamer Empress of Canada: Fire
still smouldering. Vessel lying on
port side with starboard side from
propeller bossing above water. Eight
strakes starboard ship’s side plating
amidships badly buckled. Decks,
bulkheads, casing, &c., so far as can be
seen badly buckled, wood decking burnt,
masts and funnels broken. Large
quantity of oil on surface of water.
Unable to sight internal damage but
*midship = accommodation apparently
completely burnt out.—Salvage Associa-
tion’s Surveyor

o = o _Tondon, Jan.
Although tra of smoke still came
from the capsized liner Empress of
(Clanada, the fire was officially cou-
sidered to be out to-day. Only one
crew of firemen and one pump were
standing by. Mr. A. G. Greenslade,
ehief officer of the Bootle Fire Brigade,
said : * There is now little evidence of
any heating, It is just a question of
standing by and watching points in col-
‘ Jaboration with the marine salvage men

# of the Mersey Docks and Harbour)
' Board.”' The salvage vessel Salvor was)
waiting 1o begin preliminary Sur‘\'eyg
- work.

29—

Lb- aql

Ak 33l

Chie

EL’

of S

4



