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BOAT’S RETURN TO SHIP
AFTER EXPLOSION
EROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
FOLKESTONE, JAN, 9
The oil tanker British Liberty has heen
hM off the north-east Frénch coast {4 ollow- |
mu vialent explosions as she was nearing
the port for which she was bound with :a
cargo of crude oil.
| Eighteen members of her crew reached
i'port yesterday, but it is feared that the
iL‘aptum and 19 others have 'lost. their
Lives.
After the first explosion on Saturday the
captain decided, as there was grave > visk of |
fire, to abandon: ship. Two boats: were
launched, the ccmmm and 19 others getting |
-nd» afloat in one. The other, whi hi
was to take 18 men; overfurned as it was
being launched and’ several men  were
thrown into the oil:covered sea. The boat
7as righted and ‘the men were picked up
after great difficulty, :
A% no fire was seen in the British Liberty |
{he captain’s boat returned.  They had
not been long in the ship when (wWo hedvy
explosions were heard and fire broke out,
and later the wvessel sank. Those in the'{
other boat pulled to a lightship.
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