¥ lopd's Register of Britishy & Foreign Shipping,
«LOYDS REGISTER.  Ocean Chambers, Lowgate,
LONNAN
apor 27 00T 1913Hull, astn ooctover 1935,
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sir,

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 23rd
instent in regard to the Hopper Berge B.H.C.13 (Hull Report
N0.26743) and in reply to state that the Bullding of this
parge %és begun in Webruary of thls yesr; Mr,Wexrren's Works
where the vessel was built being in My, Demerest's Distirict,

In visiting the vessel with Mr, Demarest I found the
work then in progress satisfactory and Me. Demarest on several
occasionsg expressed his satisfaction with the work dome at
Mr.varren's Yaxd,

The vaorfs representative was in fairly regular attendance
at the works and on no cocasion did he make any complaint to
us of the work being deme on the vessel,

When Mr.Demarest received instructioms to proceed 1o
Nantes, I tpok over his entire distriot in addition to my own,
pending the arrivel of Mr.Laws, and in oonseguence of our
being thys shorihanded end there veing & pressure of work in
all pards of the Distriot thes® warkes dlid riot ‘Tsesive the
attention they should heve deng, and about three weeks elapsed
bBefgwe I foumd an opportunity of going to New Holland,

On visiting the works on the 26th of June, wy first
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visit after kv, Demarest's departurs, @ found the vessel
praciically completed with the exception of a nuuber of deck
fittings and the spew accoumedation, the helting having been
fitted the wooden plugs and caulking referrad to eould not he
seen,

It was provably during the interval betwesn the iast
visits of Mr, Demarest, and the 25th of June that the
indiffersnt workaanshipy complained of was done, as the
Builder now informs me that ahout this time he lost wost of
his best workmen who found better elplovient at Petroieum
Tanks mildineg for the Govermment, at Killingheélme,

When 1 tested the deek with water a few days before the

. vassel lai{ for Blyth it wes found in good oBder and perfectly

wight, there was no leakage whatever frou anv of the parts
referred to in vour ietter, At this date the vessel was making

. no watsr‘ as in order to test the pugps water hed to be put in
hev,

I »ageet that I 4id not in the casa of this vessel make
Iy usual thoreugh examination of vessels built in ny distriet
before launching, not realizing, then, the length of time that
had elapsed betwean Mr, Denarest last wisit and my own,

I vexry mueh ragret that this unfextunate affailr has
%cured, I however, consider that the Distriet in undermaned
and that another sulp and Enginear surveyor is required,

Ve have baen endeavouring to earry on the work in the
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dlstriet in a satiefeciory manner until the large mwew dock
was openad, whi€h will probably take place shexrtly, before
asking that another Sugveyer ehould be appointed to the
District although I heve considered for some time that one sme
required.

The Distriet is lerge and scattered, the mumber.of
vagseds using the Port incressing,and a let of time ta taken
up in travelling.

I have addad lNew HOlland te my own Districs,as
e, Demarest found he could not,without very late hours, give
it the attentiup pequivred emd I fimd that it is not pessible,
with the Disirict I heve now to specially lobk aftem, to give the
amcunt of time to the General Supervintendenge of the
District that I cgneider it redulres.

L am, @iz,
. Your 0&‘#&’@} Seyvant,

The Secretary, Olsunsw, 6\)5&9&»-* :

LONDON,

P.S.Mr.Demarest's last antry in journal is dated 16th kay,
Progrees of work, Plaiing and Riveting shell.
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Referred tothe Ohief Ship Surveyor:
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