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The Secretary,

O R DO N,

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 20th inst, regarding the
8+8. "Canadian Importer", Vancouver Rpt No 782, I beg to state an
reply that the stern frame for this vessel was examined for work-
manship when being assembled in the machine shop and on completion
was tested for alignment, and found in order..

I cannot understand how this Scarph could open up under
ordinary conditions of service, as the workmanship in my opinion
was satisfactory, and I am inclined to think that the damage
sustained must have been caused by éxternal factors of which no

rarticulars are available.
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Your obedient Servant. '
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