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Dear Mr . Scott ,

I am in recelipt of your letter of the 2°nd instant
regarding the article which apveared in the paper called the
"TELECRAAF attacking classification societies amd partioulerly
this Society dm comnection with the case of the s.s. ~ANDIKS
and I have wmost carefully moted the contents,

MT . Wierdsma , the Chairman of the Hollamd Committee,
will not be back before the beginning of next wesek and I had
of oourse mo opportunity to consult him , neither Mr, D.udig,
who was also absent, whilst unfortunately Mr ., Bermard Ruys had
Just laoft with his new steamer ~Indrapoera” om her maiden
voyage to Marseilles , when the article appeared in the Rotter-
dam Paper giving a brief statemnt of what had been said before
_the Reed of the Scheepvasrt by the Assistant Principal Survever
of the gcheepvasrt Inspectie in this dietrict , regarding the
seaworthiness of the steawer "ANDUK  ,

In order %o give all the particulars regarding thiw
cese it would lead too far at presemt as it maintains a whole
history , which was emtirely caused by the obstructions raised

since 1910 by a lecal Surveyor of %he gcheepva-rt Inspectie,

(to be cont.)
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againsgt the increased loading of ghelterdeck ves-els , and we have
to look upon his statement as & persomal opinion in which he never
had any support from the side of his primcipals. In this instance
he has carried it so far that I am certaim that it will lesd %o =
great trouble for himself.

Nevertheless the report im the "TELEGRA.F" was very

a
grieving and was not correct im any way, as #ee whole mixture was

wade of facts anmd it proved that he , who gave the particulars to
the paper was mot conversant with the Rules snd Regulations regar-
ding measurements and freeboard sesignments .

In order %o avoid any further reports in vapers , I have
written a letter to the "TELFGRAAF" , which they have published ,
& copy of which I have emclosed herewith , and as the result of
this letter I am certaim that the “TELEGRA'F” will mot continued
taking up any further reports regarding this case without -onsuit-
ing officials.,

lir, Koning, the Member of the Holland Committee , wrote
uwe that he was greatly satisfied with the lettier I had written
and that thereby all reports would be stopped , which was also
confirmed to we whilst at Amsterdam yesterday,

With further referemce to this case I way state that
Mre. Ven Driel , georetary of the Freeboard Commis-ion and myself
had en interview with the Directors of the Holland America Line
end I have examined with them the vessel and the whole of the
demage was confined %o the Deckhousass without disturbing any of

the waln structure of the ves-el, which by this tine hss all been
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dont . 3 -
thoroughly repaired under our supervisiom, and Mr, Van Driel's
report before the Chiefs of the Scheepva:=rt Inspectie is such that
he declares that the vessel wust have beom seaworthy and fi% in every
respect, before she umdertock her voyage across the Atlamtioc,
With regard %o the 2nd paragraph inm your letter, I have
consulted Mr. Bermard Ruys , this worning , who had jus® returned
and he agrees with we that the paper the "TELEGRALF” (which is
published im Awmsterdam) , although largely read, cam be looked
upon as & paper , which is always reedy for semsatual reports,
and that 1t will always be most difficul® %o prove libel in
Holland against® the reports in a paper and in the circuumstances
it 1s considered that mo action should be takem by the Soclety,
as our position stands toc high to enter into proceodings against
it,

The case is, however , not yet to amn end , and decisdons
have still to be takem before the Razd of the Scheepvarrt (the
shipping Council) , end 1%t is wost likely that I will be called
with Mr, Vam Driel , to give the history of the freeboard as-ign-—
went in the cese of the steamer “ANDUK™ , of which I have full
perticulars and there is no doubd or this wmatter will them be put
right,

I wmay further state that the case will come before the
Dutch Cowmittee om thelr mext mecting, which is proposed to be
held withim a fow weoks, and in my opinion there is no doubt or
Covernmen®y interferemce by & local Survevor will then be properly
considered and brough% %o the notica of the Chief Imspection and
pessibly o the Minister of State for that Department.

(%o be cont )
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Trusting that this will give you a general view of the

situation at present.

I am, Deax Bir,

Yours faithfully,

A+ Scott, Esg .
LONDON

1_ENCLOSURE ,




