RAMS :  ROWLOCK | LivERPOOL .
ione: CENTRAL 2486.

41CKS & PARKES,

CAPT. C.M.PARKES, A.|l.N.A.

RINE SURVEYORS. CONSULTING ENGINEERS .
/AL ARCHITECTS . NAUTICAL ASSESSORS.

HuLL AceENTS:

Mc AUusLAND & TURNER.

TELEPHONES AFTER HOURS,
Rock Ferry I524. OrMskirk 260.

VicTtoriA CHAMBERS,
42,CASTLE STREET,
LIVERPOOL, 2.

C¥P/EGC. ' 8th larch 1941.

Lloyds Register of Shipping,
High Close,

Wiltshire Road,

WCEKINGHAM BEFKS.

Dear Sirs, S.8., "STAD AVSTERDAM"

lessrs T.R.Ropner & Co.Ltd have
handed us a copy of your letter of the 1llth
February 1941 (Ref S) addressed to the Netherland
Shipping & Trading Committee Ltd and must say that
we are highly surprised at 1ts contents.

We are the S referred to and

upon the express instructions of our Principals

we requested lir Lyle the Chief Surveyor at Liverpool
to send his Surveyors on board the vessel at Garston
for the sole purpose of changing the vessel's class.

Mr.Lyle told us at the time that they
were extremely busy and wished to delay this until
the vessel was discharged. We pointed out however,
that 1f his Surveyor had any recommendations to make this
would delay the vessel and we ingisted that the Engines
and Poilers at least should be tackled immediately.

He thereupon appointed Mr Batchelor, who
wished first of all to contact the “hief Zngineer who
could tell him the history of the Boilers etc., and
this was arranged. Ilir.Batchelor kept in touch through-
out and 211 his recommendations were carried out.

We requested Y“r Lyle also to send a Hull
Surveyor to ingpect the decks, hatches “‘}d
structure in case there we ¢ any “epai@ hg?zgg&tj
require for class but this he refused to do until

the vessel was empty. iy _
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ir.Becylan however, later attended on .board and o
wished to know what deck repairs were being carried out. = '
This was pointed out to him and he kept in touch and they
were done to his satisfactions

Bo further recommendations were made 2nd we were
amazed to receive this lette r.

When we phoned Mr Lyle he at first denied all knowledpg
of cur communication by phone but later admitted a faint :
recollection of it also stated that as no appliczation had Yeé
made in writing that no Certificate would be issued by him.

Ve must protest very strongly at lr Lyles attitude and
most strongly refute any suggestions that we requested him
to supervise the repairs. Why on earth we should call in |
Lloyds to superise repairs on & ship classed Germanscher Ll
or why lir Llyle should suggest. that we had dome so passed
our somprehension.

A distinct request was made for change of Class and
this incident merely confirms what has been evident for a
congiderable time, that your Surveyors are so inundated with
work here in Liverpool, that proper attemtion is not being
given. Baai v ot el

We strongly resent N¥r Lyles attitude and entirely
repudiate any suggestion that he was requested to attend
for any other purpose than change of class.

< Yours faithfully, _gigé) ‘‘‘‘‘ i
s Y
{ l_“‘f
Y /’_ \
P.S. For your furtherinformation lir Batchelor requested }

that Loilers and mountings should be cleaned and opened up
for survey and bars and bridges removed and stokehold and
engine room plates forward and abaft the boiler be lifted
for access. This is hardly oconsistent with lr Lyles stateme!
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