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Dear SY&,

I have received your letter of the 29th ult.
and London report in connexion with the steering
arrangemeht on board of the motor coaster "LBTHURTOWN“
and have carefully noted the contents.

In reply thereto I beg to state that the sketch
of the gear shown on the rudder plan approved at this
Port had been deleted in red as it was not comnsldered
a complete proposal and the builders who had fitted
this kind of gear in many cases with success, were of
opinion that no exception could be taken to this gear
and when I found it fitted in between my regular visits
to the Yard and after having heard the Builders, I was
also of opinion that for this size of vessel it would
fully answer the purpose, the shafting and fittings

being strong.
I recommended a spare tiller to be supplied that

could be attached to the erosshead on the rudder, and
to supply relieving tackles, but I regret to say that
I overlooked the fact that the maingear had to be
disconnected to fit the spare tiller in place without
an efficient locking brake.
It is the first time that a similar gear was
fitted on board of a coasting vessel classed with our
Soeiety in Holland, but as already said the Builders had
fitted this gear in previous cases with reported success, |
I have tested the gear at the yard and under full G
trials on the New Waterway and the steering was very- 5
easy so that I was satisfied, ell this was done in the-
presence of Pilot, Master and Owner and I fggl very sorry
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that trouble appears to nave been experienced at sea in
losded condition, wh&gg{gs_gappionedyig the London report,
might have been caused bﬁﬂ{ﬁ#fuﬁﬁesiréblé'$ﬁai;hcy¢6f"the
Patent Rudder, whereby\distortién in the gear was created.
The various points I beg to assure, will have my
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full attention in sny future case.
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Yours faithfully,

W

The Secretary.
LONDON.







