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LLOYD'S REGISTER OF SHIPPING,

810 HENNEN BUILDING,

LLOYD’'S REGISTER,

LONDON, NEW ORLEANS, La.
RECD 2 jun 1
e e Nay 15th. 1919.

SHIP AND ENGINEER SURVEYOR.

The Secretary,
Lenden;

Sir. Aux;:Scr:"Elizabeth Ruth"

_ 1 am in receipt ef a letter freom the New
York Secretary dated May 1Cth., enclesing cepy ef a Repert
en the absve vessel by Mr Presten tegether with a cepy ef
the Secretary's cevering letter.

I have carsfully read Mr Presten’'s Repert, and I nete his
findings and cenclusiens, altheugh hew he ascertained by his
inspectien of a lemded vessel, that there was ne edge belting
in the ceiling, it is impessible fer me, or any ene else teo
knew; He states in his Repert that "Censiderable shrinkasge }
"in weedwerk generally, and werkmanship ef superier quality " {
Yet in New Yerk's cevering letter is said te have stated that ’
the vessel has been built in a slip-shed manner; These \
statements by ne means agree; As a metter e¢f fact, when I
éxamined this vessel in dry deck at Mebile, she had a 'heg'
of at least 6", and was tight. All weed vessels that I have
seen in dry deck are 'hegged'; The "Bereta"™ by the Natienal
S.B.Ce: Orange, Texas, was hegged 10", and the sister vessels
by the same Cempany are all g hegged mere or lesgs; With regard
te the statement of the Ceptmin and Engineer of the "E--Ruth"
that 1 had paid enly six visits te the vessel during censtrucé-
tien, 1 may say that these men enly came te the vesssel when
she was half built; They may mean, ef ceurse that enly six

v vieits were paid by me while they were there, er they may mean
during censtructien ef the hull preper; but a tetal ef 14
visits was actually made by me, and 1 have verified this by
censulting my Jeurnal, the fellewing are extracts, vizi-

Aug: 28th, 1917,--cenferred with Mr Daughdrill regarding new
weed scheener, and examined lumber fer keel =nd framing, geing
"ever details ef plans.” Sep;13th, 1917. -----mest ef keel
laid, frames being made----; Nev; 9th, 1917, -~----- going ever
fastenings with Manager; Jan: 1bth, 1918. ---werk delayed fer
lack of materisl----examined keeisen scarphs, dimensiens, and
fastenings; Feb; 21st: 1918, ---examined planking and bettem
ceiling, and keelmens, rudder and fastenings. Mar: 26th,1918.
examined ceiling, clamps, stringers, held snd deck beams,
hatch ceamings, side planking and fastenings, rudder and masts,
Eng: seating, ene side stringer, starb: aft cracked-cendemned-
seft weed knees-cendemned---- April 19th.1918. Examined twe
tail shafts in lathe, and ene brass linesr bered eut, examined
Eng: feundatiens, deck heuses, decks, rudder and pintles etal
May 13th, 1918, Examined Eng: and thruct beds, Pitting of

sea valves, struts, rudder, tail shafts (these are 20" tee shert)
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hafts, fitti
42, June 12th, 1918. Exsmined twe nowdrapigo:nt:iikah‘use; windgiss,
~oF al]l sea cemnectiens (valves) and we L
ete;—-- June 26th., 1918, Examined installing e 2 ui e g (0
place, salting ef vessel, details ef finiahingia ; g ok o
July 18th, 1918, Mebile, Pinte dry deck, Exa;mtnem s e
Tudder after greunding en passage frem Bilexi oi'o e 111
damage; Examined fitting ef engines and auxil%:i es zte' v by
sslting ef vessel, masts in place, rigginq geth nsoupii e !
Aug: 19th, 1918. Examiped starb: eng: feund otc gp a?g il
Tust and tail shaft epen 1/16" at tep, engine tﬂ(te riat)'
Pert engine tried 86 revs: prepeller piteh 7 iegt. 0 &
examined cempletien ef rigging and electric.l g ilns'examined
Aug: 27th,1918, Examined aligning ef starb: eng nhd s
Tiveting ef twe new air receivers, heles te be ream:o, pr'
sut defects te Hedge beiler Fereman, met Mr Weelner wn; Cs o
Representaive) and had cenference with him and Dwsdrerkant c:g.:
and Engineer regarding prepellers; Vessel te dry deck a
pellers.,
gzgghgﬁgtlg{;? Tested twe steel air receivers by hgdraulignod
: pressure te 360 lbs:per sg:inch, all tight and seund- :;;?n' .
P - engines rumning fer twe heurs alengside wharf, reYs.gz o 'als;
(prepeller pithh t;odgrezg)fxrtf;zi§e§,0wners Rep: present,
ines werked satisiac :
i ?ngag simply state te yeu that I made the ab:;e é4 zigita
; te the vessel at Bilexi and Mebile, it may be that e Capta
i hield themselves by meking things
§ and Engineer are trying Ye s Bpsong. o
{ 1eek 28 black fer me as pessible- I scern and despise them
' Mr Presten sheuld net have repeated this silly geossip.
1 still maintain that the prime cause ef the vessel leaking
wes the 1eese caustio seda dieselving the eakum in th; so;m:, .
of ceurse the insufficient edge belting is s serieus h:.ul ‘ :2h
1 can enly sdvance as excuse fer my k net having caug igﬁ w
this deliberate piece ef cheating en the part ef the Bu .rﬁ’d
that 1 ceuld net give the vessel any mere of my time than 1 did. ‘
1t is neterieus that many ef the weed ships built in the %
9tates during the War have leaked and given treuble, and ne :
wender, when it is remembered that bhey are built ef green lumber, i
§ and by new Organisatiens, and by werkmen, ef whem seme 80% never
} i saw a ship, let alene built ene; I have always dreaded having
' te supervise the building ef weed ships in the Seuth fer this
Seciety, on this very acceunt., Mr James French will tell yeu
that 1 advised him te have nething te de with the Slidell ships,
"FLUSE™ FLIRT" etec: built by a new Cencern with a minimum ef
shipbuilding knewladge o the—art. Mr Wilsen had the misfertune
te supervise their cemstructien, and when they turned sut'a
miserable failure, he get inte a multitude ef treuble, as did
everene cennected with bhem., It is true the "0 A HERMANSORE"
turned eut a success, but she was built by a real shipbuilder,
and while under my inspectien, altheugh ]I dent'claim any medals
on that scceunt. The Seciety takes precautiens te see that Steel /
Makers are en the appreved List befere it will amccept their :
preduct, but dees net take similar precautiens with a Shipyard,
(a brand new ene at that, and in a distriet where the biggest
weed ship built was a fishing beat) '
kr Hutchinsen has written en the mazgin ef hisg letter te |
you (en the cepy sent te me)"Mr Buchanan has been requested te '
defer making arranfements fer leave o¢f sbsence in the meantime.".
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£3. ¥y arrangements have been partly made fer leave of absence,

and if sgreeable te yeu, I weuld prefer te lay my case befere
yeu persenally; Yeu knew that these last feur years have been
very trying enes te us all, and 1 have had te put up with lets
of werry beth business and persenal; 1 have net had a single
day eff frem business fer seme seven years, except the usual
edd general helidays; 1 have written the eld Mether that 1 will
ceme heme te see her; Will yeu please cable me yeur decisien,
as te whether te stay here er make arranfements te ceme ever.

1 am, Sir,

Yours faithfully

.
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