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RECORD OF DOUBLE BOTTOMS 1IN

THE REGISTER BOOK.  pq,) RIVER L

e ——— -

It will be remembereqd that the General Committee
had before them at their lieeting on the efth January the
case of the o0ll-engined vessel *BOSTONIAN™, 6225 tons (No.
1050 in Reg.Bk.- U.K.), as regards the record of double
bottom to be made in the Register Book.

The "BOSTONIAN' is an Awning Deck Motor Vessel of
HOO' x 52' x 29.67' Rule dimensions, with g continuous ,
cellular double bottom in holds and machinery space. The %
three forward tanks and the after tank are for water ballast
only. 0il fuel is carried in three other tanks but in case
of emergency salt water can be carried in these tanks. There
is also a short tank §'1-gn long for lubricating oil on
starboard side, and piston cooling water on the port side.

The Society's Surveyors at Glasgow recommended that
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only the three forward tanks and the after tank which are not

arranged to carry oil should be recorded in the Register Book.

The Chief Ship Surveyor submitted, however, that the full

length of the double bottom and its éapacity should be recorded

in the Register Book.

After some discussion, the General Comnmittee deferred

b consideration of this case, and instructed the Chief Ship

Surveyor to report further on the matter.

The Chief Ship Surveyor now reports as follows:-
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Record of Double Bottoms in the Register Book,

Up to the issue of the Register Book for 1879-80,0nly the

length of the double bottom was recorded, and no reference
was made in the Key to the Register Book to this motation, §

In the 1880-1 Register Book a record of both the length %
and ecapaeity was made in the case of new vesseig as follows:-

"Cell D.B. 185'270 tons"
"D.B.a 68ft f 56 ft 250 tons"
"D.B.a 82 ft & under ¥ & B 70 ft 308 tonst
The reeord "Cell D,B." denoted eellular ceonstruction of
double bottom and the reeord DB denoted double bottom
eonstructed with longitudinal girders on top of ordinary floors.
The Key to the Register Book gave Illustrations of notations
in regard to Double Bottoms and Water Ballast ®anks.

In the 1888-9 Register Book the letters W.B. were prefixed
to the record.

When first introduced, it was the praetiee to use double
bottome for water ballast only. At a later date, fresh water
for ship's use and for feed water for the boillers, was earried
in some of the double bottom tanks. In more reeent cases

lubricating oil and oil fuel has been earrisd in theagbpao

In some cases the double bottom tanks apprropriated for

fresh water are fitted with the ordinary ballast suetions and

ean be filled with salt water, while in other cases, ncsuch

arrangements are made ,

Generally, when any of the tanks are used for carrying

0il fuel, arrangements are made by which they ean also be
fitted with salt water,

It does not appear neeessary to differentiate batwnon the
various uses to which different partes o the double bottom
may be put and consequently it is submitted that the prefix
indicating Water Ballast be omitted frou the no#é#fbh 1n !
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On the other hand the provision of a double bottom

is an element of safety and it is considered that the vessel

is entitled to have the credit of the record of its full ]
lengt@ in the Register Book independently of whether salt

water, fresh water, lubricating oil, or oil fuel is carried.
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It is also submitted that the total capacity of
. the double bottom, excluding dry tanks, should be recorded

in the Register Book, and this capacity should be estimated

in tons of salt water.

In the case of the "BOSTONIAN", which is dealt
With in the endorsement which was before the General Committee
on the 27th January it is considered that the record as

previously recommended, should be made, viz:-

PR DN RR 1, AT AR 1 IS Y PR ST 117

Cell DB 338' 1128 t. |
DTa 28' 540t APT B1t FPT 90%
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