Inquiry into loss of "MILFORD VISCOUND!

Extracts from "JOURNAL o COMMERCGE!
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1 very well, and was eertain he was @
a man who would take all precau-
tions at sea. He was not a man to he
do a foolish thing. Skipper Saun- on
ders considered that the Milford re-
Viscount was a little better than the ich
Milford Marquis in a seaway. -

He was satisfied with the ¢
ships and would go anywhere in |

.l world in them. When the |

Viscount left on her last voy:
Bkipper Saunders was already at sea.

| finished fishing and was “laying.”
WEATHER FULL GALE

~ The weather was freshening all

- the time, and became a full |

. with seas very confused. He

. nothing more from Smith althwgh
hemmtoget!umtorfouraxﬁve

days.
If the Milford Viscount ha.d
afloat she would definitely have

of Transport) ~—When you tried to
get him without success did it make

| you anxious ?

Skipper Saunders.—We were nev
duly worried if Alex. (Skippe
mith) was off the air, for he alwa;
managed to get into an awful tangle
with his wireless set and was hors
de combat for a few days. So i
Alex. was off the air we never took |
much notice, ,
Skipper Saunders expressed t
 opinion that the Milford Vis
disappeared between Saturday night
and early Sunday morning when the 1
| worst of the gale wason. If she had
;| survived the week-end storm €
: 2 elso m muntﬁ for

N b

wore TUIT @nd the crew refused t0 carry on unless the skl per
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GAUGH’I‘ UKAWARES

Mr, Pitts—Would it be possible to
be caught unawares and gone before
you know where you are?
give you no time to do myﬂ&ng?»
No time at all.

Witness said he was - certain
Skipper Smith would know exactly
what to do with regard to sending
out distress messages. Referring to

received after April 32, Skipper
Saunders declared:
the time it was a cruel hoax,”

false messages as bait for those who
signals.  Nothing resulted.
Saunders said: “If the Milford
to have been located.”
had drifted on to the West Irish
The vessel could not have drifted
through the screen of searching
amps without baving been seen.

Mr. Hewson ttit?;t the owners) »-Are

you satisfied very!
done by those afloat?

Skipper Saunders. “No

“A WET SHIP”
Henry Brynmor Beckett, who

served on the Milford Viscount for |
nearly two years, described her as a |
wetshlp with a tendency when she |
up water on |

was " to scoop
?1:1;];8 side. The trouble was imme-
iy coum,erscted putt her
head to wind. 7 s

Mr. Pitts—Have you ever felt any

ﬁixiekr shout her 85 a mmer?——

William James Hawkins, senior | oo
shxp mwyar at the Ministry of'

It would |
t1 45 am.

wireless messages said to have been |
“I told them at |

Skipper Saunders told how after |
the search was resumed, he sent out |

had purported to have reeeived_
Describing the Search, Skipper |
Viscount was floating, she was bound | 14
He had heard rumours that she |
Coast, but to him thatwasnmsensr

: | skipper like Skipper
“I am more than satisfied,” replhd

ever searched the ocean asmemr'

hutwhﬂe m m wﬁﬁfm for
reply another ship started calling

The ship calling herself me
Milford v!mmm came back saying
she could only transmit for a couple
afminutesandwmﬂdwﬂmmat

Caldwell, and Madden, Coadjutor
and the Inchmickéry. The ship said
“this is my position...,” but owing

to interiemme !mm uther shm

the ship bnt were tmabla to do so.
M EOWT DO B{)A’i‘ BRILLS”

thaiinﬂ;:y shomzi do them once every
Thom:s Arth Davies, G.P.O,
pector of wvxf»m memw

no signals had
from the Milford Visoount by any | et

the G.P.O. stations,
“1t is incredible to me,” continued
Mr. Davies, “that an

notha‘@emwtndmwﬂon

& In

GPO, I cannot recollect an

3 01
any cmwnem-e: distress me
has

postion.”
At mmammmy; he:

er di&a&dﬂm

'Mﬁymmﬂwwdeﬂmm the | of

the ord  Visc
.‘,Aprﬁ%, This, he said, was -
which wmﬁh&nﬁommmmm’

very fully.
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| ported overdu

-experienced
ith should |

had | on the Milford

asnmexmﬂeneemthe :
instance, nor can I find in the |
not been received by a Post

| Office station when it shouid have
received it by virtue of the ahips by

| the trawier that was calling “any | | iy
‘,mwm’!

1 45 there was no
| message, it B s & alilp was | 0 B
‘heard again by the vessels Willism

ednesday, the chairman,
Naisby, K.C, described the evid

. teans negligible,”
1 it must be inves

the suggestion { !
‘Maedtoemonmnlmz” :

The vessel, with a crew of 13,
Milford Haven on March 29, for the
Wasi:ern Irish fishing grounds. She
Tailed return when due on
April 18 ‘and on April 18 was ses

e. A pro X
was made for the vessel owing

 various reports of wireless signals

purporting to have come from
Milford vmmg received,
sy
the court, mﬁs
was probably overwhelmed by bad
weather on April 2.
When the inquiry was ramm
gesterday Capt. Alexander F‘&n_
Ministry of Transporf senior

to weviﬂememmecto!mkm

5 Viscount. He handed

in a letter he had received from
use - keeper at Tarbetness,

| lightho e
Scotland, stating that on qu 1.
‘was heard: i

‘mspector of PO. 'raxegmms.
said that at 1 26 am., on April 2




the storm of April :
aly turned over and

they were able to
Beshant to.

I~ ti@an
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wers TUIT and the crew refused £6 carry on uniess the skioper
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The 'formal JInauiry into the !
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FINDINGS OF THE GOURT. >
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