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“A CRUEL HOAX »

~ Saunders said he was certain Smit
would know esactly what to do with
regard to sending out distress messages. | |
wferring to wireless messnpes said to
‘have been  reveived - after Apr. 2,/
e‘_gmnmm declared: “ ¥ fold them at |
Hhe time it was a cruel hoax."’ IR

. Deseribing  the search, %nun\derx/__.ig}?:tttdhz ﬁ:::ﬁm
said:  If the Milford Yiscount was it ee’ﬂyda 5 e
Hoating, she was bound to have been 8.
located.”” He had heard rumours that |
shie had drifted on to the West Irish
coast, but to him that was honsense.
| The vessel could not have drifted
through the sereen of searching ships

|

Findlay said: * P'm afraid they just|

do them once every |

Inspector of Wireless Telegraphy, said
 that at the time in question no signalsf i
had been received at all from the}
Milford Viscount by any of the G,P.0.|
{ stations, Tt
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tband, I have not the slightest doubt | M.

our coastal stations at Valentia’ or
Land’s End. In my 25 years’ experience
m the G.P.O. 1 cannot recollect an
instance, nor can T find in the records
of the G.P.O, over 42 ¥oars, any ease
where a distress message has not been
veceived by a Post Office station when
it should have received it by virtue of || |
the ship’s position.” : :

At the close of the hearing the ||
Commissioner indicated that, to-day
the Court would deal with the wireless
messages said to have come from the
Mitford Viscount after Apr, 95, This,
lie said, was a matter which would]'
nave to be investigated very fully.

the lee side. The trouble was imme-
diately counteracted by puiting her
head 1o wind.

Mre. Pirrs: Have you ever felt auy
anxiety about her as a trawler?—No,
Sir.

Me. Wopiam  James  Hawgiss,
Senior Ship Surveyor at the Ministry
of Transport, said his opinion was that
the stability of the Milford Viscount
on her last vovage was up to good
trawler practice and was sufficient to
weet all normal conditions. When she
carried 94 tons of oil on the November
trip her stability would still have Been
quite good,

When the Court resumed after
inspecting the Malford Marquis, in

| Miltord dock, Captain Anex. Fisoray, |
| Benior Nautical Surveyor of the Minis- |
%try of Transport at Swansea, stated
{ that at hiy request the skipper of the
{tvrw\vlar Inehmickery wrote him Ziving |
{ details of the mess es he had picked
‘up en Apr. 27 he skipper’s letter
said that at about 1 30 aim. on Apr. 27
he heard a ship calling off the 141
metre waveband. and the message she ;
was transmitting was: ** This is the:
Milford  Viscount,

Hello  Milford |
Duchess, Marquis or any trawler.’
This was repeated twice. The Inch-| W
mickery went over to her and asked|
her to acknowledge the call, but while
she was waiting for the reply another
ship started calling the trawler that
{ovas calling: “ Any trawler." :
| The ship calling herself the Milfor
| Viscount came back saying she could
{only trans; ple

retummﬁ to port o
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