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|Plans Now Laid for Righting |

the Ship

From Our Own Correspondent

The ingenuity of the salvage experts
of the Port of Liverpool is heing pitted
against the problem of righting the
motorship Matrona, which has been
lying on her side in Bidston Dock,
irkenhead, since she capsized without
warning at her moorings on Oct. 30,

The Matrona, which is a vessel
' 7938 tons gross, lies facing away
om her berth with her masts and
ost of her funnel submerged. On the
ccessful righting of the vessel

LIVERPOOL, Saturday }

position these weights, having then
achieved their purpose, will float away
instead of hecoming trapped between the
bottom of the shipand the bed of the
dock. The weights will consist of 90
sealed cylinders containing water, with
Sufficient air to he buoyant, They will
weigh five tons each. i

hear to the bottom of the ship as
possible, and so t0 reduce the amount
of pull necessary, the funnel and masts,

will be provided by four Admiralty
Pontoons sunk into position near the
submerged part of the deck.  Com-|
Pressed air will expel the water and
provide the huoyaney. Certain com-
bartments at the extreme ends of the
vessel will he pumped out and sealed to
provide internal buoyancy.  Provision

Is also being made for the use of
camels.

To bring the centre of gravity asv

boats and boat davits, &c., have been |
removed by divers, External buoyancy |

pends both the recovery of a ship OVERCOMING SUCTION Other Items
further service, and the freeing of | One of the greatest difficulties to be ;
able berth space in the dock for pvercome, the extent of ‘which can b e
loading and dischargpe of cargo, assu;ned only appmximately, is that of
1l the plans for pulling the ship | Suction caused by the comparatively pmmE o
ight are now laid, and it is hoped flat side of the vessel lying on the i e
will be put into effect within two smooth dock bed in a layer of silt. To i
three months. Commander A. E. reduce as far as possible the effects of j
hord, Marine Surveyor to the Port this suction, compressed air will he « | Copper,
dverpool, is supervising the salvage pumped t.hroug.h open ports in the side (Stat
ns. The method to be used of the ship which lies in the mud. The = | When f
ts of applying three foroes—. mtfmtxon_ is for the compressed air 2
d, downward and horizontal— while finding its outlet, to clear channels l Boats _.
irection it is intended to roll between the mud and the ship’s side, | =
The upward force will be breaking the seal. A similar procedure ~ | Masts,
rom external and internal will be adopted with high-power water
Y.  The downward pressure lets to wash away mud. e " Gon(dslg(:
from heavy counterpoised Su.g divers have’ been engaged almost -
pended along the lower part continuously on the wreck, discharg- - | Equipm
he horizontal pull will mg'the sand az}d serap steel ballast, Atichors
nches ashore heaving on clos_smg the intneat.e system of venti- &
the uppermost side of | lating duets extending throughout the | cables ¢
ship, sealing off compartments, and ;
S | removing masts and funnel, When the = o
N SHIP'S SIDE | vessel is upright she will still he sunk i
rmost surface of the because of the large quantity of water u ok
ow been anchored the she will still contain. The fiat bottom, " | chatn 1
tripods each 15 Wwith this weight of water, will prevent | .
X her from capsizing again, ,,Be_forﬁ ’IShe‘i Hawser:
is floated, all openings made below [ -
decks for the compressed air and hi%h * Standin
ns of con be 1 | power water nozzles will have to be Sails.....
abréast of the wreck. The wi sealed. The ship will he ball.astegl% the
| be fed through 2000 ft. of six-inch { water is pumped out. ()
pipe attached to flexible joints | The Matreng  ywas originally” ‘the|
onnected to the main Elder Dempster vessel Aba. She was
arh ‘ | converted as a hospital ship during the
war. . At the time <he capsized last|
| November she was in $s 0 r? in )
fand reconditioning pass
| vessel, L__‘_“_ b b i
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