MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT,

BERKELEY SQUARE HOUSE,
refs MM.2700/49 »
RECEJVED LonpoN, W.1.
- 23 JUN1949 22nd June, 1949,
ANSD W

S, 8. "MACDALENA"

I am directed by the Minister of Transport to refer to the
re“en’c Prel:t.mlnary Inquiry undertaken by H.B.M. Consul—General

nd to state that your representative at Rio, Mr. Matthew Caldwell

¢ a statement before the Consul-General there; it was,

wever, agreed that this statement should remain with the Consul,
gned until a decision was taken in London whether or not it

14 be required in connection with the Formal Investigation,

h 1ld one be ordered, into the circumstances surrounding the
of the vessel.

. It has now been agreed that this statement will be required
as vidence, and I am to ask if you will be good enough to cable
pau lir, Caldwell authorising him to sign his statement before

e Consul-General, so that the document can then be forwarded to
th¥: Ministry without delay,

B A

1 am, Bir,
Your obedient Servant,

&0 N

Denis 0'Neill,

The Becretary,
i Lloyds Register of Shipping,
71, Fenchurch Street,
5 0030
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