Caldwel}, of Rua Candelaria 80, 6th. floor,
, hereby depose and say as follows:-

oyed as Surveyor to Lloyd's Register of Shipping !
iro and on April 25th, 1949, at about 7.15am. I R ] e
€lephone call from Mr. Gregson, Lloyd's Agent requesting ' ‘¢
ed as soon as possible to the MAGDALENA which had strandad
.Harbour; this was followed by a similar request from the
nes.

I immediately left home and in company with Captain Ingram,
Royal Mail Line Superintendent, and Messrs. Brooman and Fletcher

of Myssrs Wilsons, left the quay in the tug LINOSA at about 9.15am.
. Ve arriyed at the MAGDALENA at about 1L30am. and boarded via
biggage entrance. The weather at this time was quite bad with a
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A conference was immediately held in the Captain's cabin at
P » Wheadon, Captains Lee and Ingram, the Chief Officer and
 Chief Ingineer, all of the Royal Mail Lines, Messrs Brooman and
' FletchBr and myself attended.
" IRe position was explained to us with information resoundings
nd thik

rely

port,
zil of

e

? ok
1 be >
ppointment
e whole

a locum
local

NOe% hold was flooded and open to the sea. No.2 hold was
ater butwas being kept under control by the vessel's pumps.
leantime, the second in command of the salvage tug TRIUNFO

ne on board and being able to speak English, joined in the conference.
{I went with Mr. Wheadon, the Chief Officer and the TRIUNFO's
ffiger to inspect No.3 hold to see if it could be effectively

ealéd and compressed air introduced to blow out the water. We went
own the eooling or insulated hatch to where the water was level

ith the main deck.

The question of using an electric-welding plant for sealing and
henfan 3ir tompressor was discussed with the TRIUNFO's Officer who
hougit the TRIUNFO could do the work, but said that as he was not a
alvae engineer he could not decide and that we should go aboard
he BIUNKFO to discuss the matter with his commanding officer.

e found that the Commanding Officer (C/0) of the TRIUNFO

ouldnot come over to the MAGDALENA so arrangements were made

cor e LINOSA to take us to the TRIUNFO. This was done and we

oar¢d the TRIUNFO some distance away at about 12 to 12.30pm.

ie conferred with the C/0 TRIUNFO who informed us that he was
uipped with an electric-welding plant but that he had an
mpressor on board. After a half an hour's questioning, it

t was discovered that the air compressor referred to was so small as
i to betotally inadequate for any form of salvage work. The vessel
i was hWever equipped with ejectors which might have been of some

t use pBviding the TRIUNFO could be moored alongside the MAGDALENA.
f The C@ TRIUNFO was requested to go alongside the MAGDALENA but he
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. In the meantime I had discussed the possibility of running out
nchors from the MAGDALENA so that she could pull herself off the
ocks, but the weather prevented any such action being taken.

The tug LINOSA made several attempts at about 1.30p.m. to close

“¥ith the TRIUNFO for the purpose of picking us up but wighout
juceess. The TRIUNFO was moving about, approaching the MAGDALENA

§J0ff§§b%; “within a quarter of a mile.
CX ;' . Signalling by means of a one-way radio telephone and /T seemed
-1 [Fcll 1~:Q}Qso, the massages appeared to be terribly mutilated.

K . The TRIUNFO stood by, presumably for the purpose of saving life

mil after dark, and as the SATURNO had to return to Rio for bun-
} and her {i}at together with the pilot of the MAGDALENA were

bvoard the latter vessel, the C/0 of the TRIUNFO volunteered to
etert her back to Rio.

ng we might obtain the necessary equipment frcm the Haval
we agreed, We had been informed that the equipment was
ahia at the Arsenal,

! returning to Rio it was found that the Arsenal either had

ot the equipment or that it could not be supplied. Knowing that
i3sPs Wilsons had an electric-welding and air compressor plant

reguested Mr. Squiers, Manager of the Royal Mall Lines at Rio

p Janeiro, to contact x.ssrn Wilsons and also to engage all the
‘gast tusl avallable,

It was arranged that the SATURNO should bring out the air
ipressor plant after she had bunkered and we returned to the
ne of operations in the TRIUNFO, arriving off the MAGDALENA
| about, 3 a.m.

i The MAGDALENA made signal: and I was able to receive one to
t -rttet that she had refloated and wanted the TRIUNFO along-
i pwhz This message was understood but apart from the
tars ch would not have proved effective in the weather
vailing, the TRIUNFO had no pumps suitable for the work. The
$sage "We are afloat" caused some doubt in our minds as to

ther the vessel was afloat but still over the rocks.

rThn Chief Officer of the MAGDALENA had the idea that it would
advantageous if all but a skeleton crew of about 50 men were to
,*e e the MAGDALENA., A message to this effect was sent to the
+ BADALENA but it was,apparently, so mutilated that I later dis-
topred that the Gap&ain undara{ood it to have been an invitation
opbandon his ship, and this he would not do. It was some time
. it was real sed that the C/0 of the TRIUNFO had no intent-
1. jBorof going alongside the MAGDALENA.

t daybr.ak or shortly after, the CMDITE DORAT took the
NGALENA in tow and about this tim. the SATURNO arrived with an
ricompressor but no welding plant,this equipment was on another
'Tgi and could not be obtained 1n time to accompany the
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The CMDTE. DORAT conmenced tewing the MAGDALENA, bow first.
%ransferred

1ing helpless and rather impatient to assist, we
put still eould not board the MAGDALENA. About
hour after éhe tow had commenced the TRIUNFO maneuvered to

‘R.ke a second forward line on the starboard slde.

The MAGDALENA appeared to contimue drifting crabwise and it

= guggested to the Captain that the SATURNO should connect up
This was done and

{8 and help by straightening up the ship.
- the vessel was straightened up. Later another tug, of lower-
‘lower connected up on the port quarter. The wind, sea and swell

}fxcri from the SW, the latter being very heavy.

| The MAGDALENA's forward draught had noticeably increased
iince the commencenent of the tow and 1 noticed that the water

ﬁ.ijs‘about 2 feet below her hawseplpes.

The tow slowly approached the bar and then 1 noticed the

swing beam on the sea and swell and lie in

port quarter tug either did not understand or
round and shortly afterwards 1 =aw

hen paint scaled off amidships, rivets sheer

shell rip open in way of No.3 hold.

ection of the vessel other

1 did not take part in any insp
t time I was On board

LB in way of No.3 hold during the shor
& 11.30an.

Details of thi
) n boarding are =e

s inspection and the soundings as given to
t out in the attached report under my




