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LIQUID FUEL FOR STEAMERS.

THE “SHELL ” [INER ‘ HALIOTIS »

Reprinted from the Surrrrxg Gazperre

On the invitation of Messrs, M. Samuel and C mpany,
the managers of the “ Shell Pransport and Trading Com-
pany (Limited), a number of engineering experts and
others interested in the use of liquid fuel for land or marine
boilers assembled yesterday on board the steamship
Haliotis, at Gravesend, for a trip under liquid fuel con-
sumption. The vessel had been brought to the Thames
from the builder’s yard, at New astle, on oil  fuel,
and vesterday’s run  was arranged for the purpose
of demonstrating to the commercially interested
in the question the practic ability and advautages of this
method of generating  steam for marine machinery,
Among those on board were Sir John Durston, K.C IE.,
Engineer-in-Chief of the Navy, and Mr. A. R. Grant, R.N.
(representing the A\’l”ﬂir;lll“' ), Sir Marcus Samuel and My,
Samuel Samuel, directorsof the « Shell” Line, Mr.Fortescue
Flannery, M.P., Mr. G. W. Manuel, and Mr. R. Leslie (of

and O. Company ), Major Jenkins (of the ““Shire ”
Colonel Swan “and "Mr. Gulston (representing
Armstrong, Whitworth and Co., the builders of the
Taliotis), Mr. Wallis and Mr. Dudgeon /rv]n't'\,wnlmg the
lsend Slipway and Engine ering Company, who havesup-
plied and fitted the whole of the machinery and oil burning
installation), Mr, Geor Jones, and Mr. W. (., Borrowman
(ofthe Central Marine I5 gineWorks, West I rtlepool ), Mr.,
James Graham, Mr. R. Sardine, Mr. J. V. Dunlop Best,
Captain Cownden, Mr, J. Hend rson, Mr. J. Stevenson,
Mr.J. Arohold, Mr. ¥, Lane, Mr. £,/ Delmege, and repre-
sentatives of the follow ing companies:—The Anglo-A ustra-

10} knots an hour, The ordizary north country coal eon-
sumed on that trial was «‘nrri‘u‘l]l\' weighed, and it was
found that for each indicated horse power 2:27 1b. were
used per hour.
the Tyne to Gravesend with liquid fuel was made in less
than 36 hours, the indieated horse power having been
about 920, and the oil consumed ag fuel 1-671b. per indi-
cated horse-power per hour.  The results of the installation
so far are regarded as highly satisfactory An impor tant
feature of the steam generating arrangements on board the
Haliotis is the ease and speed with which the fittings for
burning coal can be removed and replaced by the oil
burning apparatus and wvice versa, the whole operation,
in fact, having been carried out hetween 7 a.m. on
Monday and 11 a.m, on Tuesday Jast week, Many
Important advantages are claimed for liquid = fuel,
one of the first advanced being the ease with
which it is supplied to a steamer af her port of call,
It is stated that from the moment the fuel is put on hoard
there is no trouble whatever, the furnaces being supplied
automatically with sufficient to | *p them going during a
whole voyage without once opening the furnace doors, [t
is also pointed out that an enormous  economy can he
effected in space, inasmuch as the ballast tanks can be
utilised for the stowage of the oil, and the space which
would otherwise be taken for the bunkers be available for
general cargo, It is pointed out further that the
consumption of liquid fuel, as shown by the trials, is very
much less than that of coal, but Messrs, Samuel state that

The run of the Haliotis from the mouth of
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time ago—certainly not twelve months ago—there wa
some doubt as to the sufliciency of the available oil sup
plies for all the purposes comtemplated, but he believed
that his firm had now found and secured supplies of oil
sufficient, if necessary, to take the place now filled by eonl
—(cheers). His company had acquired tervitory more
than 200 square miles in extent, where the supply of oil
was believed to be inexhaustible, I'hey therefore started
assured of an encrmous and amplesupply, acd had thus cver
come the only obstacle which stood in the way of the adop-
tion of liquid fuel, name ly, the question of supply He
believed that the advent of oil for generating steam on
board ship would produce a revolution in.tho Arrying
trade of the world, and on the all important ‘question of
uo reason why oil should not/he supplied at
conl. Sofar as‘the *Shell ” Lire was
er, their policy for the presentwould be
duection and sale of oil fuel, at a price
le it to compete suceessfully with eoal in
uost important advantage in the consumptibn
was the entire’ absencelof soke, u poinits of
ipreme g ships “of’ war —( hear, lumv“;
m the question of the space ocenpied, the case in
il ) uwrwhvlming as against. eoal, dnd

the advauntage of liquid fuel/ in\ this respect. wad ot
only in the ratio of weight hut inthe capability Sof
stowage. He did not wish on that oceasion to dwell
upon any sentimental point, but it was undoubtedly a fact
that the introduction of liquid fuel would tend to prevent

ost the

he same pric
oncerned, how
mited to the
1t would en
1e Flast
f oil fu
rtance  to




