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We nave ‘veceived for publication the follow=
ing letter from a sea captain, who has had great ex=
| perience in woll-decked ships, to a friend. The letter !
was intended to be private, but the statements, we are
informed, ave entirely to be depended upon, and appear

to us matter of public interest. We have omitted a |

tew passages which might ideutify the writer :

% = . S
*In giving vou my experiences I do so in the |
language of un unlettered seaman without scieutific |

knowledge. The only stability the cargo steamer hasis
| obtained from her flat floor. "Having no tumble-home
and no turn in the hilge sheis no sooner off her floor
than she is on her broadside. If not most carefully
nursed in heavy weather she will wnost certainly furn
turtle. Her immense length of flat side withoat one
_atom of curve ** sticks, ”’ as we express it, to an equally
flat wall of water, Perhaps I should term it the
attraction of cohesion between two immense surs
faces. This attraction prevents the tramp rising
smarfly in a seaway, therefore it tnmbles on deck in
tons, doing immense damage to people and property.
The former not noticed, the latter covered by thatcurse
of seamen ‘insurance.” In the “tramp’ the midshi~"
section or extreme beam is carried close up to H~ >
| fremities or rather butt-ends of the struci®®: The
miaster is ordered to trim her on even kg to save
pilotage; and to offer. less resistance arisi'@ from the
flat floor being ‘ angled.” Henes in g head 58 uniess
| nursed, she ‘sends’ fearfully and ships sesd thatsweep
everythingbefore them. Ipohe p¢ e ¢ tramps’ the
seq’ swepl away-her cabif in midships three times,
gitting it from side to side, and sending everything
over the stern, on the last occasion washing away the
mate and three men, in fact the whole watch, as well
as the bulwarks on the port side. The normal position
of the tramp in heavy weather is, or should be, ‘end
on,’ engines dead slow, with reefed after canvas, sheets
in midships to pick her up as she falls off on either
side, stand by telegraph to help her a little if wanted.
Under any other treatment she will be missing.
Under this management, and by constant watching,
rever having my clothes off, I have got across to
United Statesin 21-to 268 days. Tramps are more
| ‘tender’ when loaded than in ballast, this owing: te
| absence of tumble-home. A tramp when loaded to
please the managing owner, is nine- tenths in the water.
b In ballast she is nine-tenths out of the water. A tramp
| in ballast is as dangerous as when loaded. She is too
light to face a head wind and sea, falls off, and unless
you can pay out 120 fathomsof chain cable, she will
run away with you and beach herself and all hands.
I bave had to pay outcable as described in the North
Sea. Before a gale in ballast the tramp is 8o light that

as she rises on the sea the propeller is out of
| water, she then broaches  to.and Jlays in the
B trough of the sea. I|believe many have unseated their
| boilers in this manner, and so perished. On the . , of
k. ... Ileft...dunng a north-westerly gale, a
“mistral.” The . . . broached to with me, having lost
her way as described. She laid with her head E.N.E.
tc BE.S.BE., and rolled terrifically. This brings me to
the question of crew. From eight to midnight, mate
and three men on watch, two at the wheel, one on the
look-out. One of these two was the boatswain. He
was sent to call the watch; mate taking his place at the
wheel. He never returned. ‘He must bave been
jerked overboard.” Had any man done this he would
of course have been hanged; but as he was murdered
by the . . . . , or a production of modern science as
applied to *mnayal architecture,’ there isno more to be

said,
¢ Hundreds of shipmasters with whom I have cen=

Board of Trade Department  is quite correct. Permib
me to mention my experience, For two years I sailed
the . . , with a freeboardof . . . 1.16in. to
the foot depth of hold . . . Tmagine, sir, my
crossing the Atlantic with less than even this murderous
freeboard during winter, I did it twice. Where 1 am

entered in official log aud in article iis is what
makes * maral cowards ’ of the average p masters.
“They think the situation has the sanction of the Board,
hence the apathy oi nyasters. Onthe . . of . . «
a chief surveyor for the . . . coast raised my
Plimsoll .. ., . inches, equnlto 70 tons less cargo.
The change in my vessel was simply wenderful, 1 and
my crew areindebted to your officer fomhigving in very
heavy weather iess anxiety than I uud’;i:fy'\;me had
for years. It is the last ¢ unholy straw,” dhe last pound
Lof #i¢* shipping Shyloek ” that sitiks tramps and drown
Beamen.

‘¢ Now, sir, I believe I ghall incur displeasure, for
am about fo tell vou that which I would piusist on if %
were in the position of the Right Honourable and
courageous President of the Board of Trade, who has
earned the'love and gratitude of every British seaman.
I should insist on a standard co~eflicient of fineness for
every cargo steamer made. imperative by Aot of Parliy,
ment, Now, fuake the Aot retrospective by raising the
frecbonrd of the present tramp until her displacement
corresponds with the new type.

i ** I wll now, sir, crave your indulgence for errors of
b composition and orthography, and conclude with the
| only apology I can offer’ you ior the prolixity of this
| communigation-1I am ‘an Englishran, and after 33
years at sea ] grieve to have iived to witness out ‘noble
life~like vessels—vessels that the seaman “loved nest to
his wife—ousted from the peean by the cowardly-look-
ing thief, the *ocean tramp.’”  Bugland, must produce
another Oromwell in shipping, or ske will ‘need the pen
of a future Gibboen to redord the *decline and fall’ of
her supremacy on the ocean.—1 am, &c.,” &
. T

at a loss is, how does this state of affairs escape the |
noticqf the Board ? for every voy*e ‘side ? is
1

versed maintain that on the question of freeboard the |
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NCH NEWS,
W
M. FERRY AND THE popp

(FroM ouy UORRESPONDENT,)
PARIS, Feroay Nicuz,

Defense says that th

France’s story of un undﬂrstunding between

Ferry and the Pope ig pure imagination, Iy

negotiations ever tool place between theg Pop

and the Comte de Paris, The former, in repl

to a Jetter announcing the death of the Ot

ds Chambord. sent  his condolence,

Comte de Paris thanked him, i

Significant, and in g

the I'rance said, that the Defense

Frenoh Republiegn Government hgs

shown markg of deference 1o the Holy ' See

although any decision is still suspended,

An eniployé in the 848 compan Yy named S 1
Was to-day triea- fop having cried ¢ Vive
Comte do Pyrig at the Orleans staticy, when thy
Count left fip. Madwid~ Ho “d_‘i‘,"}% being
member of 5 popular f{oyumt League, but
denied that he had canvassed anybody to join
him in the demonstmﬁou. \\"x’tne\ssm, how-
over, affirmed thyt be did, anq the Judge-Adyo.
catesaid that hLe Was mot . particalar 88 to the
guality of hig recruits, but toolk Bonapartists
oF any discontented Péople. ' He waus found
guilty; and sentencod tq eight dayg Imprison-
ment and to pay the costs.

+ There is no confirmation of the report that 11,
de Brazzg iy killed,
(PEROUGH REUTER'S AGENCY.}
PARTS, P'ug, 1.

A contradiction 'ig given o the statement
Made by soyre Papers yesterdny that the Counej
of State hag decided HERINSE granting to the city
of Paris the concgssion for the projectedi
metrg politan raii Way.e :

“"The Budget Cotmittes of the  Ghaniboen o

POUES had  wnie; discyssion to-day thq
Senegal Railwyy schéme, e Ministor 7 o
Marine, wlo atbonded the sitting, Goolared that
the abandonment of the undertuking. with the
consequent logs of Waterial and the e€xXpense of
bringing baok the staff now on the 8pot, ‘would
008t a8 mych 4 o cotnplote the section alrendy
Commenced. The FOVernn et Proposed there-
~ | fore to ittroduce a Bill uuthorisiug & Bspaoial

credit of threg niillion fray g for the Prosecation
'of the weorks) which would be carried - on unti]
the Champer had takey g final, decision in the
matter,

The Ministep .~xul>sequent1y eXplained fo the
Committey ¥he rensong fop asking fopp Supple-
meuntury credit of 165,000 francs ' for Mada-
Bascar.  ¥e justifisq the aredit on. acdéoimt of
the necelsity fop braviding fop the 8xpense of an
additiong] five hundeed faen, which. wag 1ot
{ n when the Budget S8tImates wers ori xi-

(..éunst‘ium:huving o1 puio
regard to the Object and resul of
n to I\"iadn/;u.s(,t:‘uv, he roplied thes
0u8 showld ™ he addressed. 1o M
ident of the Couneil.

A 1616 from M,/ Derhing represontative
the De By Daemsioitvin. D bas " baen
lished as, 2 that i liag Yecerved. nt 4 ‘)
~v 4B effect that oertain parsons OP oSO tigfhed
expedifion wape again.obout ' 4, Sprend the ve
novt of ML, de Brazow's denth, Wifh 4 wview ¢
préjudice the démand: fip oradits, ' The not
Puts'the publie on their guard agamst any sach
false news, ;

GREAT Fitmeqy PARIS
o SR
ONE-H U"NDRED PAMYLIES HOMBLESS
e RN
AROVOR BEUTER'S AGBNOY.§
PARIS, Ten, 1,

4 great five broka oubldst night'in phe Cite
ALy neor the Cemetnry of "Pérp Lachuise, by:
WO N b oo and trimming manitactory, savepil
SORETRODLS, and: g shops | coritainine Seeniag
decorutions: for. S6vorul of the Papig theatres,
were 'deatroyed. Five workmen's honseg weore
w56 Bharnt dow, Two Wowen Jumped {




