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Ship "RANGLTIKL",N0.87 1in the Reglster Book,l1188 tons

Net Reglster,and classed *AI .
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It appears from the correspondence received that this
vessel ;While riding at Napler on the 19th.November 1890,parted
from her anchors at 60 tathoms,the wind peing reported light
with a coneiderable swell in the Bay. The second anchor wae
let go with 120 tathoms of chain,and,at'ter riding at thie tor
abont three hours,the chain parted at 60 rathoms. She was
atterwaris brought up with the third anchor about 200 yarde
trom bpeakers,ani atterwaris towed into satety by two small
steamers,the Owners of which claim £6000 salvage.

The Surveyor mentions that three other salling ships were
riding close t¢: with avout 60 rathomsjone,the "BALCLUTHA",
N0o.35 1n the Register Book,was riding in pallast sately with
60 trathoms of chain out. He measured the chain still lett
on voard the "RANGITIKI" and tohnd 1t to measure from 1 8/16"

LRy H sy lasy s,
to 1 12/16/,an1 he considers that with a long scope of 120
rathoms ot chain ont the vessel shouli have ridden in perftect
satety,and1 he recommenied that,if the lost chains are
recoveredi,they should be thoroughly overhanled when the ship

reachei LonAon.

-MMM a letter trom Napier dated 26th.Decemper 1890,the

Surveyor reports that the Ship "RANGITIKI",on the S5th.December
1890,with a strong breeze off the land and smooth water,parted
from 75 rathoms of chain at the Government Buoy,and came 1irfte

contact with the Ship "BALCLUTHA",Ac1ng consiferables Aamage
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to the latter vessel's tulwarks and her own rudder. She then
anchored with 125 rathoms of chain,and,at'ter riding avout four
hours,she parted her chain about 60 rathoms,eventually Arift-
ing ont to sea. Atterwaris the S.8."MATATUA" towed her teo
the Buoy,where she was made tast with coir ma ani then
towed to Wellington. The vessel appears to have lost three
bower anchers and all her chain cable,Wwith the exception eof
90 rathoms,and,to complete the equipment at Wellington the
best anchors ani chains availavle in the Colony Were suppliled
of the tollowing weighte, %%M_%WW%%_
1 Bower 42.0.0. from S.S."RUAPEHU". 1 Bower 850+040¢

1 *  30.0.0. . . «"OTTOLINA". 1 - B30.0.0.

1 .- m.QoOu » . «"KMWu l‘ » %ango

Starpd.Side.
60 rathoms 1 14/16". \}

45 * 1 31808v,

30 (1] l 13_/16"9 k

45 tathoms 1 1./16".

90 " 1 197460,

The,Survefor, in his letter Adated 26th.Decemper 1890, says
*I will not truet te her chains but see that she is made tast
"with colr hawsers",and mentions that,during the troutle with
the ship,the other vessels in the Bay had veen yriding in
safety with trom 60 to 75 tathoms of chain ﬁt.thﬂ showing
that the "RANGITIKI'S" chains were dscidedly defective,as |

she parted trom them r'ive times.
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In a letter Aated 25rd.Jamiary 1891,the New Zealand
Shipoing Go.Ltd.,called attention to the action of Captain
Bendall ,Jloyd's Surveyor at the Port of Wellingyon,and of
Captain Davidsen,lloyd's Surveyor at the Port of Napler,in
connection with this case,ani the position whibh they took up
after the best chains which could be procured 1n the Colony
were sunnlied for the passage homes.

Up to this time the Underwriters had refusel to accept
the risks on LloyA's Surveyor's report,sut,on the cavles belng
surveyed by Captains TodA & Campbell,at the Oowners'request,
the Underwriters agreed to accept riske off the vessels

The Owners state that the Directors fesl that this
nCompany has been unnecessarily put to great expense and
#ingonvenience by the obstrnctive action of Captain Bendall
wot Well ington,and Captain Davidson,at Wapier,poth of Wham
whave practically withdrewn from the position they ‘wamzi
ngoek up”;and they respectiully request that the case will be
enguired into ani ask "to be advised whose report,unier
wgimilar circumstances,they are to accept in tuture”.

Ccaptain Davidson ani Captain Behdall Were called upon te
resort rully on the complaints maie by the Owners,for the
Committee's intrormation,

In a letter dated 29th.April last,trom Capt.Davidson,the
survesor ab Napiershe stated that Hawke's Bay 1s not the place
to trust to temporary measures,and says that,if the Chalrman of
the New Zwaland Underwriterd' Assoclation was satisfied with
further influence him.ie fupthar slatas,"i feither declined to
wmmmmnalmmmmmb&
wprocured from Syiney,or elsewheresl nmmu F’”“ !o uiul
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"accept riske”.  With regari to Mr.Gifibs' remarks ae te the
withdArawal from the pesition originally taken up,the Surveyow
states that his opinion 18 still the same,viz;-"that,1f a
"North Easterly gale had sprung up,the ship would,in all
"probabil 1ty,have broken adrift and géne on the veach,then
"there would have been a mvl of indignation throughout New
"Zealand against the Shinping Company,the Surveyors,and

gll censerne®t, Joe Capduis. Pocnnictarriis Refomt I e Mo cu
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Since the veuuﬂl‘c arrival in Lendon,lir.Cooper was
instructed to oxmme and repert on the chain cables for the
intermation of the Committee,and reperts 1n regari to the
cables put on board ror the homeward passage,that the Owners
informed him that,since the vessel's arrival,it had been seld.
He,however,succeeled 1n tracing six lengths at Messrs.Lamb &
Beal's Whart,and,after careful examination and measurement,
found it in good condAitien and in no part less in size than
1 18/16" bare,and in some parts 1 13/16";twe of the lengths
Wwere marked "Iloyi's Cambrian Proving House",but he could find
ne number to identity iha certiticate. Other two lengthe
were marked "Mersey Dock and Harbour Board",No.ef Certificate
1382. On the other twe lengths he failed te rind test marks,
put the whole of this chain measured 1 12/16" or .above. Other
four lengths of the homeward cable Were found,vat noe test
marks could be traced. It measured from 1 12/16" to 183/16",
and,on the sturds of the 1inke,1s marked the Maker's name,
"ABBOTT"., These lengthe are in geod gondition,the rest of the

chain having been sold and dlspersed.
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The Airriculty in this case appears te have arisen from
the report,which Mr.Daviison,acting as the Mitm'
Surveyor,sent to them. | |

It is evident this report intluenced them,as they
declined to accedt a risk on the vessel until two other
ot their considering the chains sutficient,and the condition
mwmmmmmwm.mm,u uwm
Owners have some cause for complaint. They evidently did
their utmost to supply chains to bring the vessel home,and 1t
18 to be regretted that Mr.Davidson could not see his way
to sanction thiss There is no Aoutd that where a Surveyor
ie permanently engaged by Underwriters,as well as acting
as a Surveyor to the Soclety,there 1s a tendency tor éun
of this kind to occur. |

It may be stated that on the vessel's arrival at this
port,the whole of the chains and anchors Were removed and
others supplied in contormity with the ww u
Tavle 22. The vessel is eligible te W as ﬂamAf
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